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PREFACE 



T9 THfi 



SECOND EDITION. 



JijiC introducing the former editifn of M£r 
little work to the publiCf it was stated thai the 
motive which had led to its publication^ tror 
e desire felt hy the Editor and some other 
friends of him whose life and sentiments it 
records, that the letters,, which appeared to them 
to possess considerable value, should be rendered 
more extensively useful by being published, with 
such a sketch of the. writei^s life as would 
connect, and in some measure illustrate them.. 

The very rapid sale which the First Edition: 
experienced, and the general satisfaction which 
has been expressed concerning it,, have caused . 
this republication, in which some additional 
letters are introduced, and a fey) slight verbal 
alterations and grammatical corrections made^ 
Two or three passages are omitted, in the be-' 
lief that the writer himself, had he been living%. 
would have desired their suppvessioifm. 



IV 



It is to he recollected that the following pages 
contain a delineation of the eanduct and senti-' 
ments of a real character; not of an imagina-- 
ry being^ endowed with every perfection^ and 
exempt from every failing ; but of one^ whof 
in his progress to a more pure and exaited stat^y 
kail to pasts through many of the trials incident 
to humanity^ was wrought upon by the same 
feelings as others^ and wa^ frail like them;' 
and thatf therefore^ should it appear that any 
of his early opinions^ are at variance with 
those of his riper years^ it is hoped that du^ 
allowance will he made for such immaturity of 
judgment. 

The selection might readily haxe been extend-^ 
ed; but a» it isf t shall perhaps he thought ti> 
have been too much influenced by the partiality 
of friendship* t hope, however j that it wilt 
he productive ^ some bene/tt, and that the 
younger class cf readers espeeiully may derive 
instruction from the amiable pattern which it 
Jiolds out for their imitaHon^ 

The profit ,arisit^ from this edition will 8e 
tippropriatedy, with that from the last^^ to the^ 
use of William Thompson^ s^ patents and their 
furvivingfamily^ 

OEORGE CROSFIBLDy Jwu 

Lancaster, 25ih of 9th mhnih, 1818* 



LETTERS, &c. 



XT will readily l)e admrfted, at least by ih^ 
iserionspalrf of mankind, that there is no species 
of biography mone truly intereisting and instruc-^ 
tive^ man that whit;h enables us to contemplate 
the lives of those humble and sincere Christians^ 
who, having their hearts embued with the love 
and fear of tneir great Creator ; and having dedi- 
cated themselves to His service, pursue the path 
of righteousness ; and though frequently labour* 
ing under great ^conflicts of spirit, and surrounded 
by many t)dtward trials and difficulties, yet hold 
fast their faith, ketep in view the glorious term!-' 
nation of their course, persevere unto the end> 
and finalty receive the crown. 

Of this number, it is believed, 'was William 
Thompson, late of Penketh, near Wan'ington, in 
Lancashire, schoolmaster^ He was born at Mac- 
clesfield, on the 2eth of the 1st Month, 1794 
His parents, William and Alice Thompson, then 
resided in that town, where his father carried oii 
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the business of a joiner: his mother was the 
daughter of James Hargreaves, an ingenious 
mechanician, who introduced several improve- 
ments in the machines used for spinning cotton. 

From the humble station which his parents 
occupied in society, it is not to be expected that 
he should possess the advantages of early instruc- 
tion enjoyed by those whose parents hold a su- 
perior rank. When about four years old, he was 
fut under th^ care of a $cboofmist^e$s named 
ord, in his native" town, with whom he continued 
three years ; his parents then removing to the 
neighbourhood of Barton-upon-Irwell, he attend- 
ed the school of Xhom^sSoyle-at that place until 
he was ten years of age; when, his parents having* 
again changed their residence to Lowton, in the 
parish of Win wick, he became the pupil of Robert 
Hqrrockfii^ master of the free-school at that place. 

There are few ^hose infancy and/ chilqh^pcl 
Afford any thing remarkable to narrajte; £lnd that 
is the csise in the present instance, the editor 
having nothing to cominunicate respecting those 
early periods of William Thotnps<wVlife, exceptt 
ihat Ills jprogr^ss in. learning is saia Iq have been 
c^ual, if not supeHor, to if at of niiD^t ^ sehool- 
/ellows, and that he earij niapiiifested a love <fcf 
i^eading, ciunbin^d with a retentive . meniory, 
which enabled hun'to communicate to others the 
substance of what he ba4 read* He was also din^* 
tinguisbed by a g^av^ apd solid deportment; md 
it w'as a frequent practice with hiin, when il^e 
Scriptures had t>een,read, (as was o^ten the cus- 
tom in the school at Lowtopy) to remain after the 
other boys were gone, and asl^his master questions 
concerning the sa€/ed writings, and converse with 
him upon the wisdom and goodness of th^ Al- 
mighty, as set forth in them: and in these con« 
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Tersations he evinced much solid thought, and ^ 
ju<%ineiif beyond his years. 

\nis /regular attendance at school ceased before 
be had attained the age of thirteen years; for 
about that period his father became so infirm as 
'to be quite incapable of supporting himself or his 
'family, which, being numerous, it was necessary 
that, every member of it, who was. of ability, 
should contribute towards the- general support; 
accordingly, William was sent to labour as a 
spinner in a neighbouring cotton manufactory, 
where he remained several years. During that 
period his health suffered much from the coiifine* 
ment of the situation, and the foundation was 
probably laid of that disease which was appar- 
ently the chief cause of his early death. In this 
plajce, so. little congenial to his feelings, he passed 
most of his time in silence and retirement. Ev^r 
solicitous of improvement, and of indulging the 
love of reading which he had now fully imbibed, 
and which remained unabated till near the end 
of his life, he frequently placed before him some 
iKxyk of useful knowledge or religious instruction, 
in such a position, that, whilst pursuing the la- 
bour which his bodily wants made needful, he 
might also improve his mind ; always keeping 
aloof from the greater part of his fellow-labour- 
ers, and steadily refusing to join in their conver- 
sation, or participate in the nonsense and ribal- 
dry, the folly and profanity, which there prevail- 
ed, and which, it is to be feared, prevail but too 
much in most large manufactories. This conduct 
gained him the esteem of a few, but by the ma- 
jority he was treated with ridicule, and became 
the subject of much scorn and many ah idle jest ; 
and from his reserved ahd serious manners, was 
esteemed by most to be little better than an idiot. 
A 2 
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Bat this^ouly operated as a trial of hk faith ; he 
knew ill whom he trusted^ and was not ashamed 
to he accounted a fool for righteousness' sake. 

From an early period of life he appears to have 
had very serious religious impress ionjg^ to have 
been in a great measure weaned from the conx- 
mon amusements and diversions of young pes- 
fiOBS^ and to have sought the companv and coa- 
versation of serious people. This led him to an 
acquaintance with several members of the Metho- 
dist connexion,, and in the thirteenth year of his- 
age he became a constant attender of their meet- 
ings. This he continued for some time, and if 
was probably during this period that be wrote 
the following sentences,, wnich were found among; 
his papers, without a date i— 

" I believe that the people calleif Methodistis: 
are a peculiar peeple of God^s own raising up in- 
this Qge of prevailing infidelity ; and I believe 
that the right hamT of His power has been dis- 
played in a very wonderful manner, in raising 
them up, and in bringing them forth to be a pec^- 
pie 5 and 1 believe that John Wesley and some 
others were as evidently raised up to be instru- 
ments in promoting this great work,^ as Mosesr 
was raised up to bring forth the children of Israeli 
mid 1 believe that the Lord has raised up anil 
called forth, many hundreds of ministers amongst 
the B'lethodijsts, and has given them abirity ta 
preach the word of life to the comfort ©f thefr 
own souls, and io the conversion of many thou- 
sands of others; apd I believe that the Lord did 
make use of these weak and feeble instruments^ 
in mightily confounding the wise ; and I believe 
that by their preaching, light and life and im- 
mortality, have been made known unto many 



WILLIAM TMOMPSOir. 



thousands : and I belieye that the fervency of 
spirit which has characterised many of the Mcr 
tnodists, has diffused itself into thousands of 
other denopiinationsy and has been largely com- 
municated throughout many parts of tne knowii 
world ; and I bieJieve that tne doctrines of th^ 
Methodists are many of them scriptural afid right; 
£ind I believe that tpe blessed doctrine of sanctir 
fication has never, in any age of the world, been 
more fully proved, nor more earnestly recom- . 
mended, thap since the year 175() ; and I am 
truly thankful t^iat ever the Lord raised iip thi^ 
people, and I do feel a near and dear iipion wita 
some of them, yea, and with all the Lord's people 
every where, and under whatsoevf^r name or 
appearatice. 

*^ And fyet} I believe that all the Methodists in 
the world/ can never be of any service tp me iu 
pointing out the way of salvation, if I do faitl^- 
nilly adhere tp Christ Jesus, whom I desire to 
have for my teacher, preacher, leader, and e^uid^. 
• ' ' « W/T."- 

Some i^ders may imagin/e that for VTillisup 
Thompson to say, he believes the Methodists to be 
a " pcpple o^ God's own raising up," &c. and yet 
in concluding he believes *^ thaf all the Metho- 
dists in the world can never l>e Qi a^y se^vic^ 
to him in pointing pui the wfiy o^ salvation^* 
&c. has sooie ^ppeatftnce o^ inconsistency, if n9t 
of presui^ption. ' Tfhejreis, however, ope suppo- 
sitioii, upon the admission of whicn the wnoje 
may be reconciled,^a supposition whic6 the 
editor thinks is justified by .the subsequent letter, 
^d t|ie ^^^ral tenor of W. T/s writings and 
condtict s^^rwards. Jt is ^ighly probable that 
dhef: his att^ndande ki th6 fn^etfn|^ of the Me- 

A 3 
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thodmts, he retii*ed to commune wilh- himself^ 
and that his mind was then strongly impressed 
with a conviction of the all-sufficiency of that 
Saviour whom he desired to have for his ** teacher, 

5 preacher, leader, and guide,** as well as of the 
nefficacy of human wisdom and human teaching 
in guiding him into the way of salvation* 

It win appear from the foregoing expressicms^ 
that his opmions respecting the Methodists were 
of a very exalted kind ; yet» notwithstanding this^ 
and although he continued to entertain a high 
opinion of many members of that society, and 
maintained an intimate friendship with some of 
them to the end of his life, be became dissatis- 
fied and uneasy with attending their meeting's* 
By renewed visitations of Divine regard, he was 
made more and more sensible of the neeessitv of 
a spiritual and inward mode of worship, ana of 
regeneration of heart; in search of this, he was 
brought into a low and humble state;' when (they 
are his own words) he ^^ mingled t^ars with h^ 
drink, and looked for the salvation of the Lord 
more than for the morning' light/* 

In this frame of mind ne remained for some 
time, much retired within himself* He disconti- 
nued his attendance at the meetings of the ]VIe- 
thodists» and on that occasion^ addressed to the 
preacher of the place he had most frequently at- 
. tended, the following letter, which cannot fail 
to be considered as a very extraordinary produc- 
tion, when it is recollected that it is from the pen 
of an almost uneducated yotttb> of little more 
than fourteen years of age. 

To J. A. 

" August^ 1808. 
*< I feel that I can no longer keep silence ; 
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I mean with regard to neglecting- coniing* to your 
meetings of late, which you will tbiiiK is very 
strange : but I have herein followed the dictates 
of conscience, which affords me some comfort. 
That great and merciful God, who made me see 
that 1 was rebelling against Him, has, in his good 
time, shewed me, by the manifestations of His 
holy spirit, the difference that there is in wor- 
shipping in our own will and time, and of waiting 
in uumble silence upon that God who worketh 
by whom he pleaseth. 

" It has very often been brought home to my 
mind when I attended your meetings, that it 
was strange that both you and I, and !• G. and 
many, others of your society, should like to read 
of that great and eminent i^ervant of the Lord, 
George Fox ; and yet it was not noticed (at least 
not mentioned) that there was so much difference 
between our way of public worship, and that 
which he and those noly men practised, who 
spake not in their own strength, will, and time, 
but as the Almighty gave them utterance; where- 
fore, not only from their testimony, but from the 
Holy Scriptures, I judge it not right that one 
only should stand up to preach, but that there 
should be free liberty for any one to open their 
' minds freely, provided it proceed from a divine 
spring of life, to the edifying of one another ; 
' for the apostle Paul saith, 1 Corinthiansy 14 c. 
81 V. " For ye may all prophesy one by one." 
Now 1 would ask, now can this manner or way 
of worship be carried on so well' as in silent 
waiting upon God, that he may prepare our 
minds by His Holy Spirit, to do his will, whether 
to pray, reprove, exhort, &c? But you may per- 
haps say, that provided the heart be right, it mat- 
ters not what is the form or way of worshippings 
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" We find in the Holy Scriptures^ that we are 
to worship God in spirit and in truth ; but how 
caii it be possible that we can at all times worship 
in the spirit, if we enter upon it at any fixed time 
without waiting for the drawings and moving^ 
ofthe blessed Spirit? Therefore I believe it i^ 
not right for one man or more to be appointed tp 
carry on a religious meeting, as what is this but 
placing a dependance upon one another, which 
ought alone to be upon God ? For God is a)l 
sufficient to JBupply our wants, but we must ask 
aright, lest we should receive not. Oh ! t fc^I 
that it is an awful thing to open our mouths in 
the presence of Almighty God, and that it must 
not oe done at any time or place when we have ft 
mind; wherefore holy David saith, Pgalm I4l» 
!?• iJ, " Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth ; 
keep the door ^f my lips." As if be had said. 
Lord thou knowest that i am a poor, weak, an/i 
sinful creature, and know not what to ask, or what 
to say in thy presence; but, O Lord, guard my 
lips, lest J should be too forward in my own will, 
to ask that which is not agreeable to thy Divide 
will. And again. Psalm 143, . v. 10, ^ Teac}i 
me to db thy will, for thou art oiy God ! thy 
Spirit is good, lead me into the land of upright- 
ness." 

^.Many passives might be quoted from t^e' 
Scriptures, all concurring in one testimcmy : hut 
let us also look into our hearts, let us search nar- 
rowly by th«.li£bt that God has given us ;,fpr J t>^- 
lieve it is His holy wiU that we shp^ld he led Q|it 
of this will-worship aforementioned, if we will bpt 
'stand still in our ow/i minds, and hearken to tliftt 
«till and small voice which cannot be heard pr 
perceived amidst a multitude of words Qt perfor- 
mances. Could it be possible that each man 
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eould have stivh a measure of holiness in- him, a9 
would qualify him to approach his Maker at any 
time, there wbuld perhaps be no need of these 
remarks ; but, alas ! the case is far otherwise ; at 
best we are but poor depending creatures, that 
stand in need ota continual supply of grace, of 
litrength, yea, and of knowleage what to say, 
and this particularly in a. public way. 

** I beseech you to consider the impressive man* 
ner in which these kind of worshippers are warned 
in Imiahy Chap.fA}y t?» 10 & IL «*Who is he 
amon^ yon that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth 
the voice of his servant, that walketh in darkness,, 
and hath no light? let him trust in the name of, 
the Lord, and stay upon his God.'^ But inaric,. 
^ Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, that compass 
yourselves about with sparks ; walk in the light 
of your fire, and in the sparks that ye have kin-. 
dled» This shall ye have of mine hand ; ye shall 
lie down in sorrow." 

** Penn, in his book entitled • No Cross no 
Crown' speaking on this subject says : "I wiFl 
close this great Scripture doctrine of waiting, with 
that passage in John about the pool of Betnesda» 
* There is. at Jerusalem, by the sheep market, a 
pool, which is called, in the Hebrew tongue, 
Bethesda, having five porches ; in these lay a 
•great multitude of impotent folk, of. blind, halt^ 
withered, waiting for tbe moving of the water. 
For an angel went down at a certain season 
into the pool, and troubled the water x who- 
soever then first, after tbe trouble of tbe water, 
stepped in, was made whole of whatsoever disease 
he had.' A most exact representation of what is 
intended by all that has been said upon the sub- 
ject of waiting. For as there was tnen an out- 
ward anH legal, so there is now a gospel and 
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spiritual Jernsalenii tli€ church of Goc|, consiiB^ 
infi^ of the faithful. The pool in tb^t old Jeru^ 
safem, in some sort represented that, fountain 
which is now set open in this new J^riisaleui. 
That'pool was for those who were under infirmir 
trcs of body ; this fountain for all that are iiupoteayt 
in soul. There was an angel, then that moved the 
water, to render it beneficial-; it is God's. aiRgel 
noW^ the jCTcat angel of his presence, that blea- 
seth this i&untain with success. They that th)ea 
went in before^ and did not watch the angel, and 
take adyanlaffe of his motion, found no bene^t 
of their stepping in : those that now wait not the 
moving of God's angel, but by devotion of thejpr 
own forming and timing, rush before God, as th0 
horse into the battle, and hope for s.uccess, are 
sure to miscarry in their expectation. Therefof^ 
as then they waited with all patience and intentio9 
[ititeuseness] upon the angel's motion, that wan^ 
ed and desired to be cured, so do the true wor- 
shippers of God now, that need and pray for bin 
presence, which is the life of their souls, as the 
Sim is to the plants of the field. Thc^y have ofteii 
tried the unprofitableness of their own work, and 
are now come to the Sabbath indeed. They di^re 
not put up a device of their own, or offer an uq- 
sanctified request, much less obtrude bodily wor« 
ship where the soul is really insensible or unpre- 
pared by the Lord. In the light of Jesus they ever 
wait to be prepared, retired, and recluse from all 
thoughts that cause the least distraction and dis.- 
composure in the mind, till they see the angel 
move, and till their beloved please to awake : nor 
dare they call him before his time. And they 
fear to make a devotion in his absence, for they 
know it is not only unprofitable, but reprov- 
able." 
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** Oh ! tbat we were all convinced of these great 
truths'; we should save ourselves from a good 
deal of wandering, confusion of mind, unneces« 
siary r^mning, &c. Many a time when I have 
been at a meetings through not striving to get into 
a settled ^tatCy that is, not having my thoughts 
Clearly fixed upon the Lord Jesus Christ, through 
my riinnin&w to fro in too much devotion : On ! 
Wnat a wild sort of unsettled state my mind has 
been in. But I have reason to bless God that he 
has showed me good things, that he has let me 
see by the light of his counteoance' behind all 
Tain and earthly shadows, and the traditions of 
ihis' world, to things that are immortal, eternalt 
for ever. He has showed me the way ; Oh ! may 
I walk in that way : though it be a narrow path, 
^nd but litttle beaten by travellers, yet the end 
witl be glorious. And I think that we should 
tun faster, and not with so many slips by the 
ivay, if, after we had taken up the cross, we 
woiilJ' constantly look forward to the crown. 
Many' a time am I almost as it were ready to 
fall duite away; so prone is my nature to do 
ill, that though I have had repeatedly deep and 
close conyincings, yet I feel it hard-work to keep 
from being eti<rnained by him who " goes about 
as a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour." 
May 1 give ear and heed unto this still and small 
Voice and reprover of sin, unto this heavenly call 
iiiito nghieousness, which I feel in my heart, and 
Which speaks loud ^ And may the God of all 
things, in grace, strengthen, stablish, perfect 
me I' Ainen. 

•Stirfch' was "the conviction wrought ^ upon his 
tender mind^ that divine worship is a spiritual 
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act, and to be known and perfonned in sileRi;e. 
^Devotion, considered in itself, is an intercoui-se 
between God and as, between the supreme, self- 
existent, inconceivable Spirit, which formed and 
preserves the universe, and that particular Spirit, 
with which for awful reasons, he' bas animated 
a portion of matter on earth, that we call man^ 
It is a silent act, in which the soul divests itself 
of outward things, flies into heaven, and pours 
forth all its wants, wishes, hopes, fears, ^uilt, 
or pleasure, into the bosom of an Almig'hty 
Friend,''* 

" Many are the advantages which result from 
silent worship. It enables a number of Christi- 
ans to meet together for the performance of this 
important duty, without depending on any maa 
to assist them therein ; a dependance, w^hich de« 
prives numbers of publicly discharging this duty, 
even once in the week. It also preserves from 
the dangerous situation of di-awmg ni^b unto 
Crod with the month, and honouring him with 
the lips, whilst the heart is far from him ; and it 
is peculiarly adapted to the performance of that 
worship in spirit and in truth, concerning which 
our blessed Redeemer has given this memorable 
testimony: * The hour cometh, and now is, when 
the true worshippers shall worship the Father^ 
in spirit and in truth ; ibr tho Father seeketfa such 
to worship bim, God i^ a spirit ; and they that 
worship him^ must worship him in spirit and in 

truth/ ^*t * 

- About the time that he wrote the Toregoing 

letter, his sister, who for the same reasons as 

* See a quotation in Kersey's Treatise on the Fundamental 
Doctrines of the Christian Religion. 

f See Take's Principles of Religion. 
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himself iiad also withdrawn from the meetings of 
the Methodists, went to the meeting* of the so« 
ciety of Friends, at Warrington ; and having eX'* 
pressed to her brother the satisfaction she had 
found in so doing, he was induced to accompany 
her the following week. In that small and quiet 
assembly, he found such ])eace and satisfaction, 
that he became from that time forward, first an 
occasional, and afterwards a regular attender. of 
the meetings of Friends, and was ultimately ad* 
mitted a member of their Society. It has been 
stated, that of the propriety of silent worship, 
6ne of its leading doctriiies, he was already con- 
vinced ; not by any outward ministration, btlt by 
the power K)ftrutn upon his mind. 
' His place of abode being nearly eauidistant 
from the meetings of Ashton, West Houghton,^ 
and Warrington, he, at times, frequentea them 
all, but chiefly the last mentioned plaee, and 
that being six miles from his residence, it was 
often under considerable outward ' difficulties 
that his attendance was accomplished ; nor tcan 
it be supposed, that any thing but a sense of duty 
and an anxious desire for peace of mind, could 
stimulate him to it^ fatigued as he must often 
have found hirn^lf with the' confining Labours of 
the preceding week. 

He still continued to work in the cotton 
manufactory, attending school in the evenings^ 
as opportunities occurred ; and, M those times; 
he was frequently employed in writing letters 
to his acquaintances, on moral and relig^us 
subjects. In this exercise of his faculties and 
imagination, may be traced the comnientrement 
■of those powers of epistolary composition, wfaieti 
jn after life he disptayed in no common degreeu 
J3is taste for reading also continued; aud aaJbJfe 

B 
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IneaDa of obtaining boolu were few, the induU 
gence of that taste compelled him to the perusal 
of almost every book he could procure. At the 
beginning of the year 1810, having met with a 
French grammar and dictionary, he commenced, 
without any other aid, the study of that lauffua^e; 
and it appears by the last paragraph of the fol« 
lowin? letter, that at the end of eignteen months, 
he had made a satisfactory progress* 

To J. R. 

« Lowtouy Sept. 90, 181 1. 

*< I have ventured to express my earnest sor- 
lidtude for thy health and happiness. For my 
own part, through the mercy of Providence, X 
continue in perfect enjoyment of the former. 
B^for the latter, O my friend, what shall I say i 
I almost think sometimes that the more we seek 
this inestimable treasure, and the less we find of it : 
and why ? it might be asked. I think the answer 
wjHI be, be<Hiuse we do n^t seek aright— Shall 
we place the enioyment of it in the things of time 
ai^ sense f ifo; even the slightest deviation 
from moral rectitiide, convinces us,^ in our serious 
moments, that an inordinate use of corporeal 
shadows, is productive, of nothing* in the end, but 
that inexpressible sorrow which no words can 
^urtray. Shall we place it in literary attain* 
ments? These, diough in some sort necessary 
and agreeable, yet by no means afford that per- 
manent, heart-felt happiness so generally sought 
for# No, the human soul is created with vast 
powers of perception— with infinite desires. The 
unind of the greatest philosopher, or most pro* 
ibnnd raascmer in the sciences, abstracted n-om. 
lAeM thiAgSt nmat remain as a vast abyss, as a 
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«ucottU9. Wbat k it then remaiasf fttill the im- 
portant question* I would answer in the worcU 
of a judicious author : *^ It is the hifi^hest, moral 
BECTITUDE OF CONDUCT — or^ in another and more 
comprehensive word» true religion/' 1 might 
expatiate largely upon the benign in6uence of 
this glorious science over the human soul; but I 
would hope thou art not unacquainted with it, 
though perhaps, with myself thou knowestoaly 
sufficient to see thyself in need of it. JBxcuse 
me, dear friend, this 1 can truly affirm to be the 
case with me. It is not the reli&'ion of knowledge 
that we want, for this will stand us in no stead at 
the day of account. Oh ! no, it is the religion of 
4>bedieoee and of love. This alone can confidr 
true and never aiding happiness. May*we b«gm 
to seek it while it is yet.d«^, in the morning and 
prosperity of youth, is my earnest and fervent 
desiro. 

** I continue to pursue my studies with OBto- 
mitting ardour, as for as my necessary employ- 
ment admits. I have been at considerable painn 
within this year and half, to aequhre a knowiedM 
of the French language, nod with the help era 
. Tery good pronouncing granrauur, I think i havre 
made some progress* 

' In a letter to the same person, dated Oct. 26, 
I8II9 he savs: ** I have commenced learaiufi^ 
Latin, which I beKeve will be much facilita^ 
by what knowledge I have of French, tkrough 
the similarity that exists between the languages.^ 
Thus it is, diat bv a mind ardently engaged in 
the pursuit of knowledge, the most unfavourable 
circumstances are overcome; the greatest diffi- 
cidties «re aurmounted ; the strongest obstacles 
b2 
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are removed: for the subject of this memoir^ 
though possessed of little leisure for readiog, 
obliged to labour constantly for breads placed iti 
ft situation peculiarly un&vourable to the expwit- 
sion or cultivation of the mind, and surrounded 
by many depressing eirenmstances, still conti- 
nued his studies and the ac(|uisition of know- 
' ledge ; and so improved his mind, as to become, 
in a short time, a well qualified instructor of 
others. 

It was towards the close of the year 1811, that 

the writer of this sketch first became acquainted 

with WitLiAM Thompson. A letter from him 

written in French, requesting the loan of a few 

books in that language, led to a personal inter- 

' view, wfaerpin the editor was ai» nmch pleased 

twith the native modes^ of his demeanour,, and 

.his- genuine humility, as he. was i^urprised at the 

powers of his mind, and bis talents for conversa- 

>tioii« Subsequent intercourse confirmed the first 

•impression, and led. to a correspondence and a 

efrieodship which terminated only with William% 

;life« To htm this conuexioa was of importancer; 

;aBd it m hoped that it was mutually advantageous; 

Jbr .whilst he who now writes was made mstr«« 

mental in promoting the comfort.qf his .firieiid, 

' and. in eulargtug the sphere of his acquaintauce 

with men and books, he desires thankfully to 

, acknowledge that he has often derived instruction 

from the letters of his correspondent^ and his 

. frequently been edified by his conversation. 

1 The first, and almost imniediate, result of the 

' acquaintance thus commenced, was his introdue- 

^ tlon to a more extended circle of society ; whilst 

> the frequent personal interviews afforded by his 

• attendance at Warrington meeting, produced a 

c more intimate knowledge of his character and 

worth. * . 
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' By tneaiis of a subscriptian, wbich a betmiro^ 
lent iiidiTidaal . exerted himself in i>rocurin^, 
W. T. obtained a share in the Warrington ll« 
brary, containing about 1800 volames of micr« 
eeHaneou8 literatnre; this ensured him a plentifill 
supply of books, and prored a source of great 
gratincation. 

With a fev of his newly acquired friends he 
commenced a correspondence ; to some of tbem^ 
part of the subsequent letters are addre8iied4 

To A. T. 

** LowioHf Julyr A81^ 

"^ ^I cannot but te^eeit thy perusal of tbei^e 
two rery interesting pieces^* in which I cotisiiAdr 
there is a great similarity ; the narpiHrt c^ bodi 
being an elucidation of some things ivbieb the 
greatest part of the commuuitt are as yet but Ik^ 
tie informed upon ; I mean, the probability of at}, 
ttniversal diffusion of Christian knowledge in the 
tmrld, and partieuldriy. in tliat immensdy wide 
'ileld of actbtt^ wher0 operations seem at pr^Nient 
to be vigorously carrying on^ aftd irresistibly 
forcing their way into nations, to the very name 
of whi<^,. the European Christian Was^ till now, a 
stranger* Already do we see in many cf Iheme 
Imexplored regirms, th^ superic»rtfy of Cbristia-^ 
Hfty mani(e»t t^elf over the darknesi of ]|^iAii« 
Ism. Already is the standard sf Bl}viM TmoSk 
lifted up, by the ^nslatrom ati4 propa|!9tioii bf 
tiiose «aereil orades,- iVitlrwhitAutithaBtM £«- 
vofpe has long beea fiftvoctihetf ^ utieonfiieioiiif of her 
invaluable pmflleg^J The tittle seema*to b^ heNf 
wrivhigt vrneit the orfental nations sfaall^ ^S^ 

* ISNhik of ZIr. fiNichaiiftki'il writingi. * •^* 

b3 
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Jihe same privilege, tfae possessioa of the Scrip- 
'tures in their respective languages and dialects : 
.this it appears from theri&pprts in hand, is consi- 
.dered by the simple enquiring Hindoo as a mos^t 
tiaestimable treasure, and is soaght after by many 
:with the utmost eagerness and enthusiasm* 
Whilst, in the western world, the soldier is seek- 
ing the v^n applause of military honour; white 
,the- statesman is aspiring after that popularity 
whi^h ma}r transmit his name to. future genera^ 
tions ; while science and the investigation of nst- 
ture are carried to such *a pitch as it was supposed 
the hunian intellect was never capable of arriving^ 
'at; find the merchant' is busy heaping up riches 
which he may perhaps never enioy ; the Jiumble 
' the. indefatigable missionary is holding forth thft 
gl^d tidings of the gospel of salvation, through 
ffiitbin a crucified Saviour: and the records of 
.Divine Truth are received with open arms and 
enraptured hearts by the people of these unrefined 
. .and half-civilized nations, after a lapse of eighteen 
. centuries. And who can remain an unconcerned 
. spectator of a sight so interesting, at a sight sa 
fuH of matter for reflection as the christianizing^ 
. of the Heathen world ? I^or my own part, I fei^t 

• myself wfirmly interested in the cause, though 
r constrained to remain useless. 

" I have tasted of the power of true religioq ; 
. and this leads me to appreciate its intrinsic value 
.^pntucht as earnestly to wish that others maj 

• enj<iy it,'^whether Jew, Greek, Barbarian, Scythi- 
. an, or poor despised African. .All have alike need 
;Of a Saviour, and for Christ to become to them» 
' 9II in all. How glorious a theme is the univer- 
fSaliity of I>ivu(^e Grace, which visits all, without 
..iljwljnclion as to their rank^ situation, or condition 

in life ! Oh ! my heart ^ x^^^ thsmkful when I 
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take a retrospect of years that are past, and see 

the infinite condescension of God, wno hatb borne 

with me unto this hour. I can truly say, it is of 

V hii^ mercies that I am not consumed, . and am 

Senetrated with wonder, that in return for ray 
isobedience, he should have enlightened my 
understanding*, and disposed me to truth and 
. rectitude of heart. 

"Npw, in order to obtain a rigjit knowledge « 
in matters of so great importance, we must not 
content ourselves with a mere superficial investi- 
gation ; many, sfas ! too many, are content to be 
.carried down the stream of life, without the 
knowledge of any destined port ; and my heart 
. is often affected when I see toe gay, the volatile, 
and the sprightly youth living wholly uncon^ 
eemed at the events of futurity. 

*< Oh ! that many might experimentally know 

a work of holiness wrought in the heart ; this can 

alone enable us to endure with resignation, and 

\ meet with fortitude, the complicated variety of 

. ills with which life abounds ; and when that aw- 

..ful crisis approaches, the, hour of death, how 

peculiarly grateful is the consolatory influence it 

affords! 

To G.C. 

(translation.) 

•* Lowton, Sthmo. 21, 1813. 
; /'^As.thou hadst expressed a desire to meet 
me at Ashton meeting, it would have appeared 
nlore r^pectful if I had acceded to it ; but thou 
'knowest, my .fidend, what. is, or at least, .what 
ought to be^ our intention when we go to meet- 
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ings; it is not only to meet our terrestrial friends, 
We ouQfht to go with our hearts solemnized with 
the bumble hope of meeting with our Heavenly 
Father, who is our only, our true friend. This 
ought to be esteemed the first consideration. It 
is worth more than all other things, and therefore 
to it every thiiig else ought to be sacriflced : I felt 
on that Clay a strong: desire to be at Warrington, 
"a.desi^e that 1 dared not to neglect. I aoccord- 
ingly went thither, and I have not fonnd any 
reason to repent it; it was a precious time to my 
soul, and will not be forgotten! 

""WTiat I chiefly designed to express* was, 
that we should love truth above all, and that the 
ornaments of language are of very minor import- 
ance, ^j^lmost everirone will avow that this is 
true ; but I am much afraid that our hearts are 
not sufficiently impressed with the full force of 
the sentiment : I often fear, that in seeking for 
the ereat and sublime, we follow after a deceitful 
shadow. We feel sometimes a species of enthu- 
siasm animate our hearts, which is contrary to 
simplicity and truth. We read witb pleasure the 
heroic adventures of the Heathens^ of antiquity, 
because they are mostly written in' a lofty style; 
whilst the pure, true, striking, and majestic 
words of oi|r Holy Redeemer are either entirely 
despised, or treated with the most perfect indif- 
ference. I have often wondered wb^ it should be 
thus, and I have had Intel jr some senous thoughts 
on the vanity of attendmg to the cadence of 
words, or the mel(>dions harmony of sounds; it. 
fa an impertani subfect, bat i ftar tlmt It bul 
rarely commands soffieiettt attetttiMU 

<» j^hidiBirto^ft fbfner kHeir 
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To M. a 

^ .. <♦ Lowtm, 9th mo. I«12. 

" If I have bjecn le4 to admire virtue, it 

biig^ht not to be attributed to any superior saga- 
< city which I may possess ; let tlie treason be 

assigned Iq its proper cause — her own superlative 

, -beauty; the lustre, of which is so dazzling, that, 

.did we not resolutely close our eyes, loelieve 

;we should be individually smitten with its excel- 
. lency ; if this were once t,he case, we should be 
..willing to relinquish all trifling accomplishments, 

or at least to consider them as very inferior 

objects ; and we should apply ourselves with 
'.unwearied assiduity, in search of the pearl of 
.inestimable price, that treasure invaluable. 
V <* Numerous and powerful are the attractions 

of creaturely enjoyments, which steal away our 
•affections from their proper channel ; even many 

times^ when the juag^ept is better informeu, 
.and a desire 19 existing in the soul to resist every 
I thing contrary to truth; but alas ! these desires 

are often too laint and ineffectual to enable us to 

become victorious in so mighty a warfare. For 
i mighty indeed it is, iand if we would be account- 
• ed good soldiers ; if we would faithfully discharge 
''punpartjn the great conflict; if we would see c 
jQke subjugation of our passions, and evil pro- 
!pensities, and an entire conformity to the Divine 
.will, w.e ^hall have more than a neutral part to 
iBct: we shall not be included in the number of 
.1 idle spectators. 

" Impressed with the importance of this caui^e, 

ought we not to apply ourselves with unremitting . 
. fervour to the prosecution of so glorious a work, 
;the salvation of our iminortal souls ? Oh ! thiat 
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every one was made sensible of the value of tlieir 
immortal souls : they would then fully compre- 
hend the weight of that expostulation^ * For 
what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole 
world, and lose his own soul V What are all 
the empty honours which this world confers to 
a soul thus impressed *i It can feel no more satis- 
faction in these transitory enjoyments, becau^ 
it looks forward into futurity, and clearly antici- 

Eates that awful period when every secret shall 
e made manifest, and all things appear in their 
true, genuine colours.. And Oh! what encou- 
ragement offers to a character of this description ; 
to a seeking, hun^ring soul I What a cloud d 
witnesses rise up in all ages which testify to the 
efficacy of this living virtue ! How many of the 
righteous, whose race is run, can we contemplatii^ 
whose memories are * as precious ointment/ 
and whose lights shine forth as the * perfect day^' 
inspiring, in the soul, a sacred emulation to tread- 
in their steps, and to follow them in the way 
which leads to permanent felicity ! These bright 
evidences are united to that sweet consolatioli 
which renewedly flows from the inimediate source 
and fountain of all good ; producing that peace 
and serenity of mind, of wnich the world has no 
conception. Happy are they who are made ac- 
quainted with this blessed experience, who are 
willing to suffer an abnegation of all earthly good, 
if happily they might lay hold on those ^durable 
riches which are eternal in the heavens. I re- 
member an account of a IVench lady, YGuion) 
who was brought to see the vanity of all sublu- 
nary enjoyments, so that she mourned sorely, 
desiring after a knowledge of the truth above all 
things; and when, through infinite condescension 
she was enabled to find that which she had long 



WILLIAM THOMPSOV. 2? 

eaniestly sought, she passionately exclaims : * O 
beauty, ancient and new !— O treasure of trea- 
sures ! why did I not seek thee sooner f Such 
was her language, and such is the language of 
ipivery soul that experiences the same work, that 
IS earnestly eng*aged in the same cause* And 
why should we feel solicitude on any other ac- 
count, seeing that the dissolution of all things is 
at hand 1 A few more measured periods of time 
Sprill terminate for ever all our anxious careis, will 
quiet every heaving breast. Even that awful day 
is hastening, when the righteous shall receive 
their full reward, and injured truth publicly 
triumph over her enemies: O happy, happy day! 
I'hen shall the righteous shine as the siui in the 
kingdom of their Father. Then shall prayer be 
swallowed up in endless praise, and desire be 
lost in the full fruition of enjoyment. May we 
then dieerfully make such sacrifices as are re- 
quired in the way of our duty. May we patiently 
abide under such trying aispensations, a$ are 
intended to refine and make us meet for (his 
blessed society. And may we eye, with the most 
perfect apathy and indifference, the fluttering 
scenes of dissipation, which move around us. 

" Jf the most careful and deliberate enquiry be 
made into the subject, I believe this will invari- 
^]b(]y be the result; that in no situation, in this 
p^robationary state, can we rationally look for 
'^immixed happiness. Such as possess the appar- 
ent advantages of riches and affluence, as are 
the farthest exempt from life's inconveniences, 
and have nothing to dread from the chilling 
hand of penury, too fully prove that no human 
bliss is without alloy. Every one must pass 
through difficulties in their journeying through 
ithis vBle of tears. Though the measure whiclf 
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each has allotted him may greatly differ, yet a' 
certain portion seems inevitably to be our lot. 

.--w'-- On the one hand, we see science 

daily making such new discoveries into the al- 
most -impenetrable secrets of nature, as to ap- 
proach the confines of supernatural intelligence. 
SVe see the arts in such a highly improved state,' 
tliat they m^y be almost supposed to have arrived' 
at the ultimate pitch of perfection. And useful 
information seems to be diffused through all 
ranks, perhaps in a superior degree to what any 
former age or nation' ever enjoyed. But oa the 
other hand, let us examine, and we shall dis- 
cover, that this amazing^ expansion of intellect 
contributes little or nothino;' to the advancement 
of the great cause of truth and righteousness. 
On the contrary, by infusing a spirit of self-im- 
portance, it often becomes subversive even of 
morality. \ 

"But of all the complicated variety of evils 
under which Britain labours, there appears to be 
none of greater magnitude, than this long and 
sanguinary war. What tens of thousands of our 
fellow-mortals have been sacrificed at the shrine 
of ambition, within the last eighteen years ! Oh ! 
sensibility bleeds at the sad retrospect. How 
long will the hearts of our rulers remain unmo- 
ved at the cries of the widow and the orphan, 
who are destitute of comfort and support? and 
many who are not consigned to immediate deaths 
are reduced to a state of misery by an almost 
entire deprivation of the common necessaries of 
life. ^ . ' 

^Seeing then; on every liand, our critical si- 
tuation, (both inward and outward,) how indiis- 
pensably requisite it becomes to seek for some 
resource which may give us a competent degree 
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€>f fortitude ; and such a resource can only be 
found in religion. This, when truly known, ele*- 
vates the soul above all terrestrial disquiet ; it 
jpurifies and exalts the affections ; and it gives to 
Its possessor, a resign edness of disposition which 
no words can describe. It may not deprive us 
of a due degree of concern for temporal things^ 
but it will relieve us from all fruitless anxieties. 
If it does not exempt us from suffering, it will at 
least effectually alleviate our griefs. But these 
benefits, which accrue from religion, are incom^ 
parably exceeded by that invincible courage^ 
that holy triumph, with which it inspires tbe 
soul in the hour of death. It is an undeniable 
proposition, that if ever consolation and ^support 
^re requisite at any time, they are peculiarly so 
in that awful moment. Situated as the soul is, 
standing upon the brink of an unchangeable 
state, how exquisite must be its sensations ! fiat 
the Christian preserves his serenity of mind even 
bere. He looks behind, and sees a vain world 
which is grasping at perishable riches : he looks 
forward, and «ees an inheritance incoiTuptible is 
reserved for hinu— A crown which shall never 
fade. — A mansion where sorrow and sighing will 
be for ever excluded* 

^* I hope thou wilt be candid enough to canisi* 
der these as the effusions of an honest heart ; as 
the effects of desire for the universal welfare of 
all mankind. I have seen the transcendent 
beauty of walking in the path of truth and recti- 
tude, though I have daily to lament, my own 
weakness and unworthiness. For, as I hare be- 
fore observed, the things which have a tendency 
to turn our affections from their right course, are 
very numerous- HoW often are we ardently iti-t 
pursuit of such things as tbe judgm^t de^idp 
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discerns to be hurtful, or at least unprofitable 1 
Every one does not inherit the same propensities, 
or seek pleasure in the same sensual gratifica- 
tions. But however widely our pursuits may 
differ, if they tend to divert from the right ob- 
ject, they may be considered as equally obnoxi- 
ous. An insatiable thirst after literary know- 
ledge, I believe m not the least hinderance M'hich 
prevents many from walking in that simplicity 
which truth remiires* I have noticed a disposition 
of this sort to nave a great arscendancy over the 
minds of some respectable friends ; and from a 
conviction of its pernicious influence, when too 
much indulged, I have been deeply solicitous for 
their welfare, 

"Science^ abstracted from relio ion, can never 
be productive of true peace and tranquillity of 
mind« W^e may become conversant with .th6 
languages, manners, &c. of both ancient and 
modern times; nay, if it were possible to be- 
come perfect mastei^ of every department of 
science, and «verv brant^h of ^nidition, there 
would stin be something materially wanting ; 
there would still be a: vacunm in the soul, which 
nothing less than immensity can filL I often 
think it sheds additional lustre upon the bright* 
ness of the gospel dispensation, w^hen wo Consi- 
der, that its first propagation was chiefly intrust* 
ed to a few poor illiterate characters, who posses- 
sed no outward abilities which might command 
popular notice. They did not go forth in the per- 
formance of their great charge, armed with all 
the soothing and persuasive arts of oratory : they 
were endued with that all-sufllicient-and irre- 
sistible power, which needed not the aid of out- 
ward accomplishments to render it effectual ; the 
power and demonstration of the Spirit. What 
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matter of humiliation to the aspiring mind, which . 
would ever be searchiu^ out and demonstrating* 
the causes of tiie mysterious operations of nature,^ 
when we refer to those gracious words : * I thank 
thee, O Father,, that thou hast hid these things 
from the wise and prudent,, and hast revealed 
them unto babes/ We ousfht not, howevei-, to 
infer from this, that outwaril qualifications are to 
he despised or debased below their intrinsic ya<- 
lue ; only, we should be seriously impressed with 
this truth,,— that knowledge can only be estimat- 
,ed in proportion as it is subservient to truth. But 
this is a mr greater woik than is generally be^- 
lieved* From what has been expressed, as well 
as from oiur own ideas^ we may safely infer, that,^ 
whether, in circumstances of life, we are placed 
above or below mediocrity ; whether we are emi^ 
nently conspicuous for tlie profound^ss of our 
intellectual attainments, or .designed to move in 
a more ordinary sphere ; in ever^ situation and 
condition, we have reason to consider Virtue, our 
kighest interest.. 



« W. TJ 



To N. M 



^ October, 1812. 

^ There is perhaps no art which admits less 
of beitfg taugnt by a set of formal rules than 
the art of polite letter-writing. The daily oc- 
currences of life are so various and complicated 
in their natures, that it would be impossible to 
demonstrate,, by example,, the exact method to be 
pursued in epistolary correspondence. Any per- 
son of common understaiidin^ knows, that a 
letter of business,, and one ex^pressive of love and 
friendship ;. a letter of resentment^ and one of 
» 2 
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graiitucle ; a letter to an equal, and one to a su- 
perior, each requires its peculiar style of address 
and expression. And as we may have occasion, 
in passiifg through the various incidents of life, 
to correspond upon these and many other sub- 
jects of equal importance, I do not know of a 
snore infallible director to assist fn conducting 
ourselves with propriety in these matters, than 
good sense. I would not be understood to speak 
of the sense or reason which we possess in 
common ; it is something of a more refined na- 
ture, in which is included a courteous and affable 
behaviour; a lively and solid wit; a' promptness 
of sagacity and' apprehension ; in short, the inge- 
nuous letter-writer, and the man of good sense, 
are identifiod as one« Little more -can be done, 
in giving Hiis sort of instruction, than to point 
out tbentoet usual and the most prominent errorfir* 
Our language is neither so deficient in words or 
expressions, as to necessitate us to make use of 
one form of address indiscriaiinateiy, and on all 
occasions. It is another most indefensible error, 
to H$e the vulgar idiomatical phrases of th6 lan- 
guage, when expressing' matters of the very first 
importance. This cfearTv evinces the party con- 
cerned to be of mean education ; a more exten- 
sive knowledge of the world mostly proves an 
ffffectual cure for this species of vulgarity ; for 
'We then find that the polished Englishman speaks 
or writes the same in all places, without oeing 
influenced by a provincial dialect. 

« But 1 hasten to a more important consi- 
deration ;'I mean that sort of hauteur which some 
people have the vanity to display, by continually 
jumbling together a number of high sounding 
words, which though significative in themselves, 
yeU by the unskilful manner in which they are 
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vsedy serve for no parpoae but clearly to evince 
the is^norauce of the author* I would more 
particularly advise thee to guard against this 
species of error^ as it, uioi*e than any other, Iay« 
us open to the Just censure of mankind : wq 
cannot e^^pect, if \^e aflect to express ourselves 
in a manner unbecoming our stations or abilt- 

. ties, but that the world will retort upon us with 
the keenest acrimony, an^ n¥>st pointed con- 
tempt. This rule will hold good throughout 
every transaction of life ; we must entirely dis- 
card all self-applause before, we can e^f^pect that 
deference from others which is due to pur supe- ' 

.rior qualifications. Excuse me if I make n 
digression here,, in rendering a small tribute 
of praise to that dignified ornament of human 

.nature, Modesty* This amiable quality, so 
adorns its possessors, as to be sure of engag- 
ing every person in their fayour* What can be 
more agreeable, what more fascinating, than to 
see a man eminently distinguished by the en- 
dowments of nature^ or by the profoundness of 
his erudition, who yet appear^, as it were, 
unconscious of his superiority;^ ivbo is possessed 

' of that humble diffidence, wbicht whilst itseents 
to hide ^is talents, oiily serves to render tbem^ 

. more conspicuous to public view ? 

^ Many are the illustrious precedents wbidh- 
we fi^id in the annals of history, who Mere no- 
less amiable for their modesty, than their other 
accomplishments; the delineation of whose cha- 
racters ever excites a noble em\dation in the 
generous soul. I might instance ndt a few of 
le cliaraclers of antiquity, who^ preferred indi- 
gence and obscurity, with virtue, to all the tin- 
selled pomp of an imaginary grandeiu*. . ' 
"^ But can the testimony of an iudiyidluaU.llfl3F 
D 3 
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of multitudes, be held in equal reverence with 
that of the great Christian LawgiTer, the/iaf- 
iern and e$$enee of every perfection ; the purity 
of whose doctrine is unadulterated by the absurd 
traditions of heathen mythology. Unadorned 
by the flowers of rhetoric, divested of every 

Sretension to what is falsely termed eloquence, 
is words cai^y with them an irresistible evi* 
dence of their truth, and still continue to speak 
'* as never man spake/ Was there ever, in any 
age or kingdom, such a standing memorial of 
humility, patience, and simplicity exhibited, as 
in. the life and soti^rings of Jesus? And yet, 
what age ever produced a personage (how ex- 
traordinary soever) who could lay the smallest 
claim to that inherent greatness which he pos- 
sessed ? He, before whom all the nations of the 
-earth are but as ^ dust in the balance,' or, * as a 
•drop in the bucket,' we see, performed the most 
menial offices of humility ana love, and meekly 
-submitted his person to every indignity which 
the proud, intolerant spirit of the Pharisees 
, coula suggest. Let me repeat one of the many 
perpetually binding commands which he has 
delivered for our instruction : • Whosoever will* 
be chief among you, let him be your servant^ 
It is our duty, as Christians, to attend, with 
-'Tevefetttial awe, to these divine injunctions, and 
to endeavour continually to impress upon oiir 
minds the necessity of being clothed witn a mo- 
dest diffidence in our whole deportment; and 
this ought to extend its influence over the mi- 
nutest concerns of life. By invariably pursuing 
this conduct, we shall ensure the esteem of the 
good, and even command the respect of the 
wicked j if we have arrived at eminence in any 
^^ubble acquirements, our acquaintance will 



WILLIAM THOMPSON* 3^ 

be sought by such as are capable of appreciating 
their merits ; and by thus patiently pursuing the 
path of industry and perseverance, we shall 
make 8low> bnt sure advances to perfection and 
to fame. 

« . Though! do not suppose the letters of 

either Addison, Steele, Swift, Locke, Chester- 
field, Lady Mary Montague, or the vivacious 
Sevigw^, to be the exact standard of epistolary 
style ; I would not dare however, so lar to as- 
sume the critic, as to decide upon the comjpara* 
tive merits of these celebrated authors. There 
is certainly something excellent and worthy of 
admiration to be found in all their works. I 
should not hesitate to give them my suffrage, 
were not my mind impressed with this truth— 
that a studied elegance of expression, and purity 
of sentiment, are seldom concomitants with each 
other. We should remember, when we feel 
ourselves sensibly delighted by the easy negli- 
gence, yet symmetrical harmony, which is to be 
found in some popular works, that, with a grace- 
ful elocution, ana a splendid diction, a man may 
be possessed of the oasest morals, and the most 
corrupted principles. I would prefer an honesty 
undisguised sincerity of mind, though incohe- 
rently expressed in monosyllables, to the most 
ostentatious pomp of words, when used to cover 
dissimulation, or when sophistically employed ia 
the perversion of truth, and the propagation of 
falsehood. Under the influence of such princi- 
ples as these, we shall be extremely careful of 
ftavishing forth extravagant encomiums upon 
such as have rendered themselves conspicuous, 
.by their vast accumulation of literary know- 
ledge; we shall clearly discern the folly of 
f»cribing immortal honourat to such as iiave 
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signalized tlicniselves only by their consummate 
skill in the triflings, perishing: arts of the poet, 
the painter, or the statuary^ 

** From what hris been said, however, 1 could 
not wish to insinuate, that we oug.ht not to use 
every lawful effort in our power, that has a ten* 
dency to the improvement of the mintf, and to 
expand those noble faculties which we possess^ 
1 would oaty be uuderstood to express^ that our 

fnirsuits in the refinement and harmonizing of 
angua^e, ought to* be conducted undbr proper 
restrictions- But whilst we consider refinement 
of composition, and a mere^ monotony of sounds, 
as seoontlary objects, where truth and honesty 
are visible^ we must also recoifect,. that order 
and method must be attended to^ that we may 
render ourselves intelligible#. 

** Infinite wisdom has so organized, us, that we 
can reciprocally exchange our ideas ; and it is 
absolutely requisite, that we should make use of 
a degree of methodical arrangement,, in the 
communication of these ideas.^ The art of cloth- 
ing our thmights in suitable,- and uniformly 
expressire word's,, is no mean acquisition, and is 
possessed by few- It may be in a good degree* 
attainable in an early period of life;* but it re- 
mains to be consummated by age and wcperi- 
ence: I believe this can never be engag^ed ifi 
with the same persevering vigour and ultimate 
success, as in the season of youth. *^ Youth,' 
says a dignified writerr * is^ the season of warm 
and generous emotions. The heart should theu 
spontaneously rise into the admiration of what is 
great, glow with the love of what is fair and 
excellent, and melt at the discovery of tender- 
ness and goodness.' 
^ Convinced then, of the justness of these 
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unanswerable asu^ertious^ what remains but to 
employ ourselves with unremitting zeal to the 
improvement of our talents, for the application 
of which, let it be remembered, we snail one 
day have to account ? Were we more acquainted 
with the nature of that intelligent principle 
which is implanted in the human breast, the 
soul, and its vast capability of improvement, we 
should spare neither pains nor industry in the 
pursuit of wisdom, and in the investigation of 
useful knowledge. 

" Let it, then, be our individual care, to culti- 
vate that share of intellectual knowledge which 
Providence has dispensed to us | of the value of 
which we can never be fully sensible, until we 
have seen how far we are capably of heightening 
and improving it by our diligencei labour, ana 
assiduity. 

"W. T." 

To . .•.•: 

(translation.) 

" L<>wton'y\^of\\ ma. lS12f. 

"I believe that thou esteemest virtue above 
all, and consequently thou wouldst not contem- 
plate the recompense of the just, without the 
strongest emotions. Thou hast doubtless reflec- 
ted upon the joy which is felt by those who are 
faithful unto death, when they receive the crown 
of life ; when they have escaped from this w:orld 
of sin and grief to their eternal habitation, where 
Gk)d shall wipe away all tears from tbeir eyes. 
Often have I had thoughts like these : with many 
tears I have read accounts of the death of, the 
just, and have exclaimed with one of old; ^ Let m« 
die the death of the righteous, and let my latter 
end he like unto his/ But in the inidst of these 
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tboifgbts we must cbeck ourselves ; from fbis de^- 
Kghmil vision, -we must turn our thoughts to our 
present state, and we shall discover that it is m 
some respects a dangerous state.. A little obser- 
vation will convince us, that we are surrounded 
on all i^ides by enemies, who.are seeking,, by eve- 
ry possible method,- to destroy ouj- eternal peace j 
ana that we db not feel strength enough to resist 
them. What thea shall we dc? 1 cannot think 
that we must submit— ^no,. my friendi lot us com- 
bat against the trials of the flesh, witir all our 
might, and cry unto him who is strong, to give 
us power to resist unto blood, in striving against 
tbe^ wicked one r be faas promised that he wiU 
help us ;. and his word is true. Oh ! that I were 
able to express what I felt when I read' the sen- 
tence in thy letter,, ' Take from my heart aH that 
is contrary to thy Divine Will.' Truly, thi^is-a 

Sreat work^ but it must be done, and every day's 
elay. renders it more difficult to accomplish. A& 
to myself, I feel bappy that ever I set my feet in 
the way which lead» to'life ?r lifind it easier from, 
day to day to walk therein.. I believe with one 
form^rry,. that those who fear the Lord. slmU ne^ 
ver want any good^ thing ;^ they shall eat of the 
bread which feomes down from. heaven, and' they 
shall drink of the waters of eternal life. Whilst 
the ifTorldly minded shall seek in vain for happi« 
ness in the midntof his riche«i, the humble Cbriish' 
tian, however poor, shall h©' consoled with the 
possession of true riches, even af that p^ace which 
passeth all understanding. 

It was a frequent practice with him, when hiis 
mind was impri^ssed with thoughts on any parti- 
cnlar subject, to commit them to paper, for sub- 
sequent perusal:, of this sort are the two follo^t- 
iag; compositions,. 
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Thouffhis written on the 25th of 12 Month, 1812, 

" It is a qoality peculiar alone to genuine Chris- 
tianity, that affliction is the soil most congenial, 
to its growth ; persecution the state most favour^ 
able to its increase* This distinguishes it from 
every species of fabritjated imposition that has 
ever appeared in the world. It is this which 
draws the line of distinotion between the religion 
of Jesus, and the speculative theories of philoso^ 
phers. Ecclesiastical history affords the most 
ample proofs of the truth of this proposition. 

^' The spread of trutli ii.is mostly been rapid and 
extensive in proportion to the opposition it has 
met with, and the difficulties it has had to en« 
counter. The unparalleled massacres which hup- 
pened during the ten persecutions of the primi- 
tive Church, and which it was hoped Mould 
effect an entire Extirpation of the unhappy suf- 
ferers, we find had a very contrary effect: the 
diabolical methods devised for their utter extinc- 
tion were the very means of making thousands 
of new proselytes, and of stimulating numbiers 
to become instruments in propagating that faith 
which its enemies vainly strove to exterminate. . 

** With a mixture of pity and contempt we may 
contemplate the rage of^ Popish bigotry so largely 
evinced throughout the reformation, and who 
does not see how completely its ends have been 
defeated ? The words of an expiring prelate,^ 
(whose name is sufficient to excite veneration,) 
we live to see fulfilled. With a magnanimity of 
soul which at once dignifies the man, and exalts 
the cause for which ne suffered, he thus admi- 
nisters comfort to his brother in affliction, * Be 

^.X^atlmer. 
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of good cheer, brother Ridley; we sh«ill this 
day light such a candle in England, as will, by 
God's grace, never be extinguished.' It appears 
therefore evident, by the records of history, from 
the earliest ages to the present time, that a state 
of trial and affliction has ever been calculated to 
promote the increase, and preserve the purity of 
the possessors of revealed religion, when consi- 
dered collectively as a body; and will not the 
remark admit with equal propriety of individual 
application? But alas! in those moments of 
impatience which are too often felt when under 
an aftlictive dispensation, how hard it is to be- 
lieve that * whom he loveth he chasteneth !' 

" Considered in that spirit of submision which , 
such a belief must infallibly excite, should we 
not rather esteem those trials as marks of the Di- 
vine favour which have so oft been the subject 
of our murmuring ? Every new exercise of faith 
Acre, >vill increase the glory of the beatific vision 
hereafter ;^ every additional testimony of our fide- 
lity, mtime^ shall be abundantly rewarded when 
we shall have put on a happy immortality. 

« We have considered the eflicacy of 

religion to sustain through the difficulties of life ; 
we have contemplated its sufficiency to pour 
balm into the wounds of the distressed, and to 
afford solid comfort in the most trying exigen- 
cies ; We now come to a more awful ai^a momen- 
tous period, the hour of dissolution. It is an 
undeniable proposition, that if ever consolation 
and support become necessary, they are pecu- 
liarly so in this awful moment. Situated as the 
soul is, standing upon the brink of an unchange- 
able state how exquisite must be its sensations! 
The world swiftly receding from the struggling 
probationer, eluding his grasp like the phantom 
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jii a Ti&ion, and eternity opening on his vievr, 
Iioir awful and inconceivably grand must be the 
emotions which are excited! It is here the tri« 
umph of Christianity is rendered complete, over 
the fanciful chimeras of scepticism, and the dark 
mists of infidelity. It is here the Christian finds 
in that invincible courage with which he meets 
the ^ King of terrors/ ttie most indubitable evi* 
dence, that hB has not followed ^ cunning^ly de^- 
vised fables ;' be looks at the world which he is 
going to leave, but it is with an eye of commise- 
ration ; he views that into which he is about to 
enter, with the most lively emotions of compla- 
•cency, joy, and delight« 

" Perhaps no wider contrast could be drawn^ 
than the death-bed of such a cl^ar^cter, and that 
of a modern sceptic. The dicipfes of infidelity, • 
whatever proof they may have given of their 
strength of intellect, or force of reasonings when 
in the meridian of life, have always found, that 
it required something more efifectual to conquer 
the timidity of nature, at the conclusion. They 
may have had refined speculations upon the sub< 
ject, but speculation will not do now; by deny- 
ing revelation, they have cut off every means of 
support, every avenue of comfort. The follies 
of youth, or the amusements which used to giv» 
pleasure in more advanced years, are now become 
equally insipid ; every idea is absorbed, in the dy- 
ing infidej, bythat of instantaneous annihilation; 
or of having his wretched existence prolonged, 
merely that his misery may be perpetuated. We 
might produce well authenticated instances of 
numbers of these unhappy self-deceivers, who 
died in the most agonizing tortures of mind, but 
we are acquainted with but few instances, of those 
who pretended to meet death with a placid cpiia-* 

E 
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lenance, like the sopbistical Jean Ja'c^iiei^ fieuji- 
fteaiK The coolness, apathy, «Bd utter insensi* 
bility with which this infatuated ma^ met fciv 
fate, bare been matter of great triumph to bis 
numerous satellites^ But supposing* him to have 
evinced that firmness which his bioft^rapbers say 
be was possessed of, as the awful crisfs drew 
near, how striking' is the contrast, ho^ manifest 
is the superiority, of that fmtb^ of tbat principle, 
which caused one to exclaim, * I desire to depart 
and to be wkh Christ,* * 1 am now ready to be 
otFered upl' 

** Stoical apatby is not Christian fortitude^ As 
these states are«uperinduced by contriary causes, 
'we see they are productive of different elTecls ; 
the hope of thj^ 6ne is ffloomy and selfish, and 
founded only on probabilities ; that of the other 
is cheerful, and animated^ a hope not founded on 
<he possible correctness of a system of spcicula-* 
tive notions, but on the promises of Him whose 
words stand surer tban the heavens ; a hope 
blooming with light; and life, and immortality* 

Remarks on Man, ^c 

• « It is often matter of- wonder to me, wbop I 
view the jnyriads of my fellow creatures, -ail 
endued in one proportion ot* other with a ratiotiai 
and thinking taculty, who can yet look oti tbe 
«ttblimest of Nature's works with the stupid 
unconscious gaze of the brute, and appear to be 
wholly istrangers to ffaose jpeimea sensations 
vhich constitute the chief heprainess of a cuU 
4ivated mind. How few of the busy thtxffigseoim 
io have leisure to sit down, and calmly ccmsider 
the object f^d end of tbeir being, the rank 
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xriiicb tboy hoKl ia the scale of existence, and 
the means that will conda<:et not only to pTeserve, 
butexakihe digoit^ of their natures! Destitate, 
as too many arcr of these ^r*^ principles^ it is in 
vain to look for the finer Jeelings* These can 
only exist in a mhid alike regardless of the plea* 
Mires or profits of the world ; that can be raised 
into rapture with tfie beautiinl and sublime of 
Nature, and at the same time soar to the conteui^ 
pi^tion of the great First Cau^e of beauty, order, 
and harmony. In short, true reiitiemeut can ouly 
exist, where the happy combination has been 
efiect^d,. of religion and philosaphy;^ 

^^ 1 have often h^rdunqoaliiied censure passed 
on our dignified moralistr Samuel J4>hn8on, for 
the gtoomy medium through which he viewed 
Human Nature. I would not undertake to clear 
him from all imputations of this kind ; yet those 
wbo'are in* the b^yr-day. Oif life and- spyu»t»> would 
do well to deliberate before they pronounce. It 
is perhaps, the safest to consider man in a state of 
discipline; that he must unavoidably pass through 
a portion of misery ; and that, without some such 
ordeal, he would be incapable of appreciating the 
value of that higher order of being for whicii he 
is designed. It is impossible to ascertain the 
exact proportion of our happiness or misery ; but 
the united testimony of all ages declares, that 
the latter is ours by inheritance, while the former 
exists merely from accidental causes, and, as 
Bvtcbn is eYery moment liable to interruption*. 
]tn the language of the east, man is said to be 
*• born unto trouble as the sparks fly upward.* 

** I think no one can look on the euclless variety 

of our species without astonishment. Taking in 

all the aspects, relations, and dependencies o£ 

many, what a complicated, . unaccountable bein^ 

£ 2 
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he IS ! Placed on the confines of two worlds, te 
is alternately exalted or degraded by their influ- 
ence ; he is one while made partaker of angelie 
purity, and- then sunk a thousand degrees lower 
than the meanest reptile^ It is in this light that , 
I have always considered history and biographjr 
as the most entertaining and instructive branches 
of reading. By the former, we are acquainted 
with the origin of the whole species, and tTieir 
progress towards civilization, whilst the latter 
exhibits to our view^ the virtues and vices of in- 
dividuals, the follies of youths or the weakness 
and ec^centricities of old age. Yet, I conceive the 
delineation of wicked and unprincipled chaise- 
ters, has not so good an effect on our morals, as 
of those eminent for great virtues. Vice is of so 
coi^tagious a nature,, that habitual contemplation 
of it lessens the horror which it ought to excite \, 
while virtue and truth are ever more lovely, and 
it is their unalterable tendency to rise in our es- 
timation. 

« I often deeply regret, that many who rank 
high in natural philosophy, should so far forget 
the study of their own being.* This dereliction of 
principle proceeds, I believe, in a great measure, 
from the supposed narrowness of the field of 
enquiry. An experiment with the air pu^ip will 
afford the highest delight, where amoral, or reli- 
gious discourse, would fail to arrest the attention. 
In the investigation of nature, they conceive 
there is something tanqihle^ and within the pos- 
sibility of demonstration, while the laws of the 
intellectual world, because liable to many ex- 
ceptions, and abstruse doctrines, they consider 
as wholly inexplicable. Thus, from a dread of 
falling into errqr and enthusiasm, many totally 
discard religion from their pursuits, and pre^ 
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'l&e'eoUtieas'of ficepticismy to tbe g'exieraAs aiy 
dour of Chrisliaii piety. 

At the latter end of this year his health be- 
tcame much iriapaired; cposiderable bodily debi- 
lity came op, attended by great lameness, which 
rendered bis eniployment particularly painful ; 
aad in the 1st month, 1813, he was obiieed to 
relinquish it altoo-ether. The lameness and pain 
.extended from bis hip to his foot, and were at first 
. supposed to proceed from rheumatism, but prov* 
ed to be a disease of the bone, of a peculiar and 
very painful nature, from which he never entirely 
^recovered. This circumstance <H)nfined him 
imich at home, where he was visited by several 
.of bis friends, and by some benevolent persons 
resident in the neighbourhood; also by the cler- 
gy men of the parish (of Winwick), who shewed 
^im much kindness, and encouraged him in the 
prosecution of his studies, particularly the clas- 
sics.- These occupied part oi his time during this 
cessation from labour, the rest he devoted to 
.' reading jand to corre&poAdence with his friends.^ 

To — . — 

**" Lowton, Februimfy ISIS^. 

*\l Yi^a^glad to fibd^^that the delineation of j^o' 
.^eat a character as Sir William Jones had em- 
jployed the pen of so judiciojtis a writer %s the 

illaslriQUs president 6f .the most .venerable insti- 
.4Utio0 that ev!er was formed*. He seems to have 
.gone through the pleasing, mournful task^^ of 
/exliil^ing to the world, the splendid talents and 

Amiable qualities of his honouredfrieud^; writIi»o^ 
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much zeal and fidelity, that when 1 had read the 
volume, I was at a loss which of the two had the 
gpreatest claims upon my admiraiion and esteem^ 
the * mighty genins/ or his illustrious biogra- 

5 her. To one who can relish, in the smallest 
egree, the pleasures ' that from science flow,' 
the exploring of the oriental mines of literature, 
'will be considered as a most important event. I 
have thought that the avidity with which the 
literati of Europe have studied the eastern lan- 
guages, and the universal inquiry which seems 
4o be made concerning the present and ancient 
state of India, happen all in the order of Provi- 
dence, as it has paved the way for the success of 
that glorious institution, the British and Foreign 
Bible Society. 

"It gave me much satisfaction, whilst admiring 
the uncommon vivacity, as well as gigantic viffour, 
which characterised the mind of Sir William 
Jones, to see him step forward occasionally as a 
warm advocate of revealed religion. , Many sup- 
pose science and true religion are wholly incom- 
Eatible : this assertion, thou^rh not strictly true, 
as considerable weight. Were we always to be 
Sroverned by right motives, and did we always 
oriti a true estimate of things, we should prefer 
a saving knowledge of those things which make 
for our everlasting peace, to every other species 
of knowledge. I am afraid this is not sufficiently 
the case: it is not with myself; but there are 
times when I can say, * All learning is vanity, bitf 
to know thee who art life eternal.' My friend, 
from the infirm state of thy health, it is notpro-i 
bable that thy years will be protracted to any 
greait length ; unite with me therefore, in a so- 
lemn determination, that whilst we are endea* 
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Tourings to find out what is rare and valuable in 
nature^ we will endeavour al&io to become more 
intimately, aeouaiuted with the only source of 
happiness and supreme bliss* This I can wit/- 
Bess, in my measure, is really productive of 

' The soul's calm sun^shine, and the heart-felt joy 
Which nothing earthly gives, or. can^Lestiroy.' 

« W. T." 
To G. c: 

^'LowtOHy 6M ofS mo. 1813;. 

•* Nothing can: ever prevent me from ofiering " 
in secret,. my supplications to our common Father 
and Preserver,.. that thine may be a life employed 

. in €M£ts of universal benevolence to thy fellow 
creatures ; . that pure,..uninterrupted peace, the re- 
sult of a conscience void of offence, may attend 

. thee through the vicissitudes of time ; and that 
pure,. uumixed. bliss may be thy portion^ throujo^h 
the countless ages of a never ending eternity* . 

. Such, my dear frij^d^ is the ardency of my wishes 
for thy present ahd future welfare,, and particu- 

. larly in those moments when I have considered 
the inestimable benefits which accrue from such 

, blessings.. .Whether it be some natural apathy in 

.jny disposition, or whether it arises from just and 
rational ideas upon the subject, I have never felt 
much solicitous for thy advancement in worldly 

• good, or for any uncommon success in the accu- 

,inulation of riches. An acquaintance with Him 
whom to know is life eternal, in my opinion, 
eclipses the glory of every other acquisition, and 

. debases the value of wealth, honours, or worldly 
esteem. 
>< Ever since I have been favoured to see the 
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amazing' sufficiency of Divine grace, aiid itis con- 
solatory influence, affording* solid comfort un- 
der the most fortuitous circumstances, enriching', 
the breast of the afflicted cottager with a treasure*- 
more durable than all ihe toys of the splendid 
monarch, even M^ith that peace •which passeth 
all understanding ;! ever since f have contem- 
plated with wonder,, that the joys of the righte- 
ous man rise high in proportion as he sinks deep 
in trials and" affliction ; t have viened,. with an- 
eye of indifference, the various gradations of 
.ranks in society. Ofarif tie votaries of plea- 
sure, who are busy pursuing their wild career,- 
liastening through paths strewed with roses,', to 
the regions of hopeless and eternal woe ; coujkf 
they but enjoy for one hour^ that sweet serenity, - 
that calm and> peaceful tranquillity, whieh dif- 
fuses itself over the soul of tne true Christian'; - 
withwharnew and inexpressible sensations would 
th^y be filled ! Would they not cbeerfuliy re- 
nounce those vanities which had »ot>ften been^ 
them sources of gratification, and' embrace all 
those conditions miich are annexed to the pro- 
mise of a blissful immortality? I never can 
attempt to express my thoughts upon these inex- 
liaustibfe subjects, but T see in them, saeb a 
grandeur and sublimity, and at the same time, 
such avast and itnmediate importance, as mipie»- 
"sede every, othet consideraton. The immense 
stores of Iwuowledge which natural pbildfeop>bers 
have accumulated from age to age^ vrith their 
many acute researches into the wotist^f creation, 
justly demand our admiration : but in viewing 
the proportion and harmony of that august ana 
indestructible fkbrfc, Christianity; in contem- 
plating the depth of that condescension, whMA 
constrained the Prince of Peace to pttt on a veil 
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of mortality^ that he might deliver fallen man 
from the dominion * of sin and corruption, and 
purchase him a title to an inheritance in glory ; . 
when these important truths become the subject 
of our meditation, how exulting, I had almost 
said, how rapturous^ are the sensations which are 
excited { 

" Hannah More says^ in the preface to • Prac- 
tical Piety >' that * mankind do not need so mucb 
to be informed, as to be reminded, of their duty/ 
I was much struck with the justness of the re^ 
mark ; and as we are not exempt from its appli-^ 
cation individually, neither can we be,^ frola the- 
guilt which it necessarily includes.. Ispeakfrotn^ 
jny own experien^re: I have always found a wide 
distinction between knowledge and .obedience; 
Ibetweeii learning what are the restrictions im- 
posed by truth, and submitting' in unreserved 
obedience to its discipline. I have proved the- 
efficacy of Divine Grace to be more than sufficient 
to counteract all those temptations which arepe- 
euliar to youth ; to preserve the soul in a solid 
and lasting peace, * which the world can neither 
give nor take away ;' to subdue the passions, and 
te infuse a resignation which is accommodated to 
all times and places; I havo also found, thatto^ 
attempt, in our own strength, the subjugation of 
our passions and evil propensities ; to bridle the 
licentious affections, with any thing less than Di- 
i^ne Grace, is as impracticable, as to endeavour 
to eatmthe raging of the tempestuous ocean. 

" Thi» last truth I have too often mournfully 
proved. Oh f that we may make haste, while it 
IS yet day, for * the night cometh when no man 
can work/ Let us remember, whilst performing 
those external duties connected with our. avoca-- 
. lions in life^ whilst attending* to the many curious 
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fattB tvhicfa' science ex&ibitft to onr view, let tm 
e^er remenfiber^wbdftsoever may be owr piH-soits, 
that holine^» and k4xppiness are msep<irmle cai^ 
eomitants. 

To X /?.. 

« Lowton^ SdMonfS^ l«ia. 
«•-!-* There are olher things, my dear friend^ 
en which I hav^e much to say, bi\t must content 
«iyself With merely touching npoiiy at prese&l^. 
How fk-es it with, thy soul ? Make». I ueseecb 
thee, this enquiry strictly^ Oh! it is an awiUI 
enqniry^ suspended as we are» between the two- 
reg^pfons of ligpht and darkaess,. hapless and 
misery^ and t^ose of eternal diir^tioB ; with fiH>* 
thing to separate us from immediately join^iDg' 
one of these states, but the brittle threat of liUi 
f^hich we see snapped* every tfay around uis,) 
How does it behaFe us,, to solemnly make tbi» 
enquiry t' I thiuk it cannot occur too often : How 
fares it with my soul f O my friend V that thoa 
may est become more acquainted'' with the way of" 
truth, which is a pleasant way to such as are will- 
ing to walk in it. I have felt ijt so, when at times-* 
i have been led to a more circumspect walking' 
and conversation ; then^ i have believed tbo. 
tord, when be says, '^ his yoke is easy,., and hiV 
burden light ^ then have I exclaimed, with one 
©fold, ' Teach me thy way,. O Lord,, and I will- 
walk in thy truth V and * Save me, and I shalt be 
saved.' Simple as these expressions may seen»,^ 
unadorned by the flowers of rhetoric, they com*-. 
prebend a great deal whep expressed in their 
dullest sense. May we be able, from a holy 
jtesig^ation^. to repeal the first,, and be led^from. 



aisense of the absolute necessityof a Saviour, to 
cry out in the language of the second. 

** O my friend,^ it is a Saviour that we want; 
pray that the Lord may make thee more sensible, 
of it than thou hast e,ver yet been: pray that the 
film maybe removed from thine eyes, that so 
-diou maystbe brought to cry out, * A Saviour, or 
I dieu* Oh ! this must be thy cry and mine, and 
the cry of ever^ one Aat would know true peace. 

** The Lord is witness to the silent breathings 
of my soul, that thou with myself may not stop 
•short of this true peace and tlie enjoyment of it, 
which 'can only be known in humility of soul, 
wTiich is the great door to heavenly virtue. Oh! 
for that passive lowliness of mind that can say, 
♦ Lord, not my will, but thine be done/ TJiis js 
the pearl of great price; let a sense of its value 
fill our souls, and then with what earnestness 
idi^l we be led to seek for it] Farewdl. 

ToG.a 

*** Lowion.ith mp.l2th^ 181B. 

"" 1 hope I shaH be enabled, by Divine Grace, 
to see things tlirt^gh the right mediemf and to 
set no greater a valuje upon my earthly connex- 
ions, than they really deserve. I am aware, that 
the best preservative again«t inflation, i«*to have 
a right View of ourselves. So long as we retain 
this view, we run no risk of being deceived by 
those marks of distinotion that the world may 
^ofifer upon iis. That light which m$ikes j^fiow n 
evil , if it shine in the soul^ will still discovei' to 
every individual^ the same deplorable «tafele that 
was manifested to one of old, woenJie exdtaioi^ : 
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•From the sole of the foot, even unto the heacl, 
there is no soundness in it ; but wounds^ and 
bruises, and putrifying sores.* 

/' But how difficult is it to keep in this very 
humbling view of ourselves ! Humility does 
not grow spontaneously, assome vainly imagine; 
there is nothing like it interwoven in ouj* nature, 
i)or is it ever found to exist in the best natural 
dispositions. There is, indeed, a counterfeit spe- 
cies to be met with, a sort of bashfulness; but 
this will not preserve. . True humility is of Divine 
planting, and must be watered with self-denial: 
It is an emanation from the Deity, illuminating 
the mind with views of His adorable greatness, 
and of its ovvn nothingness* May we, by giving 
heed to the teachings of Him who is near, (and 
who is willing to communicate every needful 
thing) become daily wiser in the things that 
make for peace« 

«W.T," 
To M. a 

" WarringtoHy 5ih mo. 9#A, 1813. 
^* Thy situation in life has enabled thee to 
view the endless vicissitudes of fashion, and the 
ruling follies of the day, on a larger scale than I 
have oeen able to contemplate them: but, in the 
feast conspicuous situation, there are great ble- 
mishes to be seen : the taste of mankind is too de-> 
praved, and the state of morals too universally 
corrupted, to escape the notice of the most super- 
ficial observer* But whilst we express our asto- 
nishment at the efiects, it may not be difficult to 
discover the true cause, of this state of moral* 
turpitude, in which so large a proportion of so- 
ciety 'seems to be immersed* One of our scep- 
tics would soon give us the reason; mankind, he 
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wonld 6^> are not yet arrived at a state of perfect 
t;iviliz9tipii ; man is too volatile, and does not 
reflect on the impropriety of sacb and such pro* 
pensitie&s which are unphilosophically termed 
vices. Is any one seized with a desire of taking 
from bis neighboar his lawfully acquired posses*- 
sionsf be has only to recollect, how injurious to 
societv the system of invadinff another's property 
would be> if universally adopted ; and being 
<x>nvinced, he calmly desists : is he filled with . 
improper desires ? let him think on the mischief 
diat must be eventually' produced by indulging 
isnch a passion : and they wi|l tell you, that rea- 
son again triumphs over nature r or, if a person 
is subject to violent sallies of passion, reason, by 
reminding him that he acts inconsistently with 
ills native dignity, will again prove a sufficient 
corrective* 

^< It would be difficult to determine, whether 
folly or presumption is most conspicuous in this 
way of tninking; for my own part, I cannot think 
4hat the great preval^eace of vice is owing to the 
weakness efthe understanding of man, or to any 
ikatural defect in his intellectual powers : if this 
were the ease, it would only be necessary to state 
io him the probable eflects of evil ; and, from 
prudential motives, he would yield a perfect 
obedience to truth. But, ah! the wound lies 
deeper than the brain, and must have something 
more powerfully applied, ere a cure can be. 
wrougifit. 

<* Hie true cause of the present corrupt state 
<jf society, is a want of the fear of God in the 
he&rt^ a holy filial fear in the inward parts of the 
mind; where this exiles in a person, ne does not 
enter into nice calculations on the advantages of 
virtue^ and the disadvantages of vice;* he does not 
wait to see how far the beuance preponderates in 
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favour of the one, before he ventures to renauncfr 
the other; but having received the truth simply, 
in the love of it, he acts with implicit obedience 
to its dictates : he does not say, like the sceptic, 
I choose to be virtuous, for, to the Christian, it is 
more than a mere matter of choice ; he acknow- 
ledo-es at every opportunity, his inability, or even 
Will, to do good, and that if it were not for the 
restraints that are imposed on his passions, by an 
awful dread of the majesty of his Creator, and of 
the responsibility of the situation in which he 
stands, there is no enormity which he would not 
be found tq commit, nor any , virtue, however 
trifling and insignificant, that he would be able 
to practise. 

" There is a saying left upon record, wbick 
was spoken by the Redeemer of men^, aud which, 
thougn it has almost imiversally obtained the 
assent of professing christians, is rarely found to 
make a creep impression on the mind. * Without 
me ye can do nothing*' It but rarely occurs, I 
say, that we make, a formal denial of this great 
truth ; yet it also as rarely happens, that we 
receive, with a full and entire conviction, the 
divine admonition. Oh ! that we could be per- 
suaded to put away all our own strength, which 
we have sufficiently proved to be a broken reed, 
a staff that is of no defence. This I consider as 
the first step towards the kingdom of heaven, to 
know ourselves poor, and blind, and naked, and 
defenceless : until we are stripped of our own 

• armour, we can never * put on tne whole armour 
of God.' This is indeed a blessed state to be in, 

. to feel ourselves lost aud undone, for then is the 
Good Shepherd near, to raise up and he^l the 
wandering soul^ and to restore it to His ever- 
lasting fold. 

«W. T.^ 
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Tfie infirm state of W. Thompson's health caus- 
ed considerable anxiety amongst his. friends, and 
made them feel desirous that some more suitable 
employment than that he had relinquished, and 
not requiring rauoli bodify exertion, should be 
found for him. With this view it was proposed 
to him, to undertake the office of schoolmaster 
at Penketh, near Warrington ; the school-room 
belonging to the Society of Friends, and nearly 
contiguous to their meeting-house there, being 
then unoccupied. In the following reply to this 
proposal, his humility caused him to underrate 
nis own abilities; for the event justifiiNl the be- 
lief of his friends, thai he was well quiliiied for 
the undertaking*. 

ro.G.c. 

*^ Lowtotif 5th month 16th, 1813. 

*♦ The plan to which thou hast so earnestly 
requested my attention, must be considered as a 
proof of disinterested benevolence. The idea of 
my slender abilities and inexperienced address, 
being' employed in the discharge of so important 
an office as the presiding oyer the education of 
youth, is in no small degree humiliating. But I 
shall not express all that reluctance which I feel, 
lest that which is spoken from sincerity, should 
be mistaken for affectation. I conceive there is 
a ceirtain sphere of duty in which every one may 
move, if not with satisfaction to himself, at least 
with usefulness to bis fellow creatures. 

" The various gradations of society we may 
trace from the highest to the lowest; and h 
small share of discernment is sufficient to- per- 
ceive, that, like the parts of a complicated piece 
©f machinery, they are strictly dependent on each 
E 2 
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Other. The adaptation of the parts to each other^ 
is also no less obvious : there appears to be, in 
many instances, a sort of originanty in the con- 
stitutions and habits of men, as if Nature had de- 
signed them for the very situation in ivhich they 
are placed. . The teacher of occult sciences, the 
rustic at the plough, or the advocate at the bar,, 
iare not always perfect in their art : they may oc- 
casionallv wander from the point, yet they are 
seldom found tobeendowea with qualifications 
diametrically opposite to those which their sta^ 
tions require, but perhaps I am attributing- that 
facility, with which every man performs his part 
en the great sta^e of life, to improper causes : 
perhaps I am ascribing that to nature, which only 
belongs to art. There may be particular propen* 
sities ; and in the great hive of society, there are 
few who have not a predilection fcir some parti-^ 
cular employment, in preference to all others. 
But the truth is, that all men are born witb^capa- 
cities nearly equal, and the difference is m^de by 
the spring of activity being damped with the hu- 
mid mists of poverty ; relaxed by lassitude and 
indolence; or entirely destroyed by an uaboulkded 
gratification of the sensual appetites. 

^^ Few can hope ever to attain to such strength 
of intellect, as to procure to themselves the vo- 
luntary admiration of the learned and great ; ta 
have their names transmitted to posterity a& the^ 
enlighteners and benefactors or mankind ; yet 
every man may, without vanity, contribute his 
mite to instruct or reform, and though be cannot 
exuh in having done much, he may possess .the 
conscionsiiess of having done well. It is under 
the influence of these views, that I am led to ex- 
]^ress my decided approbation of the measure 
which my friends, have adopted for my futuro 
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;• I can perceive nothings in ma 
for tbe situation, nor dare t afBrnir 



advancement 
like* a fitness 

that my morals would be irreproachable, so as* 
to inculcate, by unerring example, sentiments 
of virtue and relig^ion, in the minds of my pu- 
pils; but I would humbly presume, that my 
Dabits are not so vicious,, as^ to render their im- 
provement impossible, nor my mental abilities^ 
so weak, but they may be strengthened by dint 
of application. There is, however, one con- 
Aideration which you seem to-have overlooked ;. 
I mean, my indisposition; which, as 1 do not 
perceive the least amendm&nt, I begin to fear 
will be of long continuance: I have walked 
with much more difficulty since my return home 
than I ever did before ; but as this depends alone^ 
on the inscrutable will of Providence, I sliall? 
leave it,- and have only faitber to add, that I 
hope to make good use of what health and spirits^ 
remain, in acquil*ing more perfectly those parti* 
cular parts 'Of learning which are most likely to 
be wanteds 

Thoughts wnttmbth month 17, 1813. 

" Every one is not born to conquer nations, 
to plant colonies, or to propagate new and im- 
J>roved systems of philosopny; but every one is 
endowed with a certain portion of intellect^ 
which it is his dirty and interest to improve; it is 
his duty, because he ha^j received it from his 
Creator, the supreme source of all good; and no 
stronger proof can he exhibit of his gratitude to 
the awful giver, than by improving the gift. It 
ishis interest, because, by calling ft)rth th^ latent 
•parks which lie hid in the soul, be may procure 
to himself a perpetual socn-ce of inteUeetuat 
F 3 
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pleasures^, which are ten thousand times more 
to be valued tlian the gross delights of sensual 
ffratifications. In prosperity^ he will learn hami« 
Iit]r; in adversitv> fortitude; and in every situ- 
ation, content: this will be the happy result of 
a right cultivation of the mind* 

**DVit let. nd one imaffincy that to do this* re- 
quires only that he should will.it to be dene ; let 
such remember, that it is by perseverance and a 
never-ceasing energy, that he can hope to be 
freed from tne shackles of prejudice, and the 
errors of education ; or in any degree overc^mie 
the depravity of his corrupt nature. If, however, 
he courageously use the stren^h which he hath, 
and earnestly supplicate the Almighty for more, 
he may every day obtain new victories over him- 
self; he may soar to new heights, and into new 
regions of science ; and by an exact, and right- 
eons employment of time, he may enjoy a lively 
anticipation of eternity. 

• ** w. t:* 

To jR. O. 
** Lowtofh 22 of 5 mo. 18ia 
i< . . . . . I have accidentally met with a sen- 
tentious period of Lord Bacon's, which I believe 
will be of use to me in my future . reading: 
* Some books,' says he, /are to be tasted, others 
to be swallowed, and some few to be chewed 
Itnd digested/ The misfortune is that we'toe 
often invert the order; those which it would be 
our interest to chew and digest well, we hlurdly 
deign to taste ; while such books as ought only 
to TO tasted, we can chew over and over again^ 

<« 0r« Franklin was a nsefiil m^oaber of 

focietyi and some 9S his writings seem t<r.toTe 



wn.LIAM TBOMPSOlf. 59 

been eminently seryiceable ; be was a man of integ- 
rity in his dealings, and in the nioi% settled part 
of his life was generally of good morals; but I 
cannot help accusing him of scepticism with re- 
gard to religion; 1 can see in him tbe frugal 
tradesman and economist, the philosopher, the 
politician, and the man of good-sense, but I 
cannot see in him the christian^ 

To J.K. 

** Lowton, 2Ath ofbth mo. 1S18. 

*^ Few are conscious how much is added to 
the sublimity of divine truths^ by making our- 
selves acquainted with facts of a ditferent,^ though 
not of a less convincing nature,, than pare intel- 
lectual feelings ; I mean the wisdom that is every 
where displayed in the formation and preserva^ 
tiop of the natural world, A farther acquaint- 
ance with the visible world which we inhabit,, 
would, I believe, often remove that narrow and 
illiberal torn of thinkings which we see predo- 
minant in some who pretend to be deeply ac- 
Juainted with . the mysteries of the invisible 
ingdom. Thus, if science is of no other use^ 
it serves as an excellent corrective in innumeniF- 
ble cases in life : by showing man the dignity 
of his nature^ and fixing a true estimate of his . 
worth, it creates in him a wish to act consistently 
with the native dignity which he posi^esses: by 
showing him that he is only as an atom which 
dances in the sun-beams^ when compared with 
the universe at large ; that with all his acquire- 
ments he only forms one link in * Nature's vast 
progressive chain,' his views of himself are much 
abased^ and he is filled ^with awe at the periecu 
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tioBfi of tbat Beinpy who has formed the * bdr-^ 
monious wh«le:' he will contemplate with rap- 
ture, the display of His wisdom and love, in.tbe 
minutest parts uf creation.. 

*^$uch are the dispositions, aixl such the views 
which science invariably inspires when under 
the guidance and restraint of her elder sister. 
Religion. But \ have observe^dr with feelings 
too painful . to be described, that this is not 
always the case j it is a. well known fact, that: 
some of the most elaborate, scientific works,, 
have been compiled by men of the most deprav- 
ed minds. When musing over these subjects,. I. 
often recur to the French Encyclontedists, some 
gf whom, if I remember right, had the audacity 
publicly to avow their diisbelief of the Supreme 
Being. But in viewing over the army of refined 
infidels, 1 often think upon the immortal names 
of Milton, Boyle, and Locke, with exultation. 
Their vast intellectual powers, whilst they took 
in the whole universe, and demonstrated the 
laws which maintain the harmony of the celes- 
tial spheres, could discover, evenr in a grain of 
sand, such marks- of the wisdom of the Divine 
Architect,^ as kindled in- their bosoms a glow 
ef humble gratitude and love. I had, in the 
warmth of my panegyric, forgot to mention Sir 
William Jones, that phenomenon of hliman na- 
ture, who alone ou^ht to be considered as aiji 
incontrovertible evidence- of the truth of Ghristr- 
anity, and the suUiHiity of its dbctrines. He was 
acquainted with the various systems 6P* theology, 
that have appeared in the world, and had, no 
doubt, drawn accurate deductions of their com«- 
parative worth, by considering the inftuence they 
have had on society, as exhibited in the page of 
history ; yet we see him give the decided^ prefer* 
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ence to Christianity, as being the best calculated 
to promote our welfare here^ and to ensure our 
happiness hereafter* The encomium which he 
passed upon the Bible deserves to be printed in 
^letters ot gold and suspended over the entrance 
of every building dedicated to the Muses. 

« Permission having been obtained for the use 
of the school-room at Penketh, there appeared 
nothing to prevent W. T. from immediately enter- 
ing upon bis new occupation, but the infirm state 
of his healths By the advice of a medical friend^ 
who showed him numerous tokens of regard»and 
whose professional skill was exerted for him on 
many occasions, he determined to try the effect 
of tfaie warm salt-^water bath, and for that purpose 
went to Liverpool in the 6th month, 18I3« Tn<era 
be remained nearly three weeks, at the house of 
some hospitable Friends, and used the bath almost 
every day, bfit without its-producing any mitiga- 
tion of his complaint. 
His lameness and inability to move about^ 

Erevented him from seeins^ much of the place^ 
uttfae visits which he paid to one of the public 
libraries gratified him exceedingly. 

To 2?. O. 

•* Lwerpool,2l8t of6tk mdnthy I81S. 

'* I have made a second visit to the Athenaeum, 
and spent there about eight hours with much de- 
light. It would be superiluous to state with what 
sensations I viewed the accumulated wisdom of so 
many ages, or with what emotions I saw myself 
turroui\ded by more than, six thousand volumes : 
it w^ a grfitipcatiou which I nsver before e^pe^ 
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rienced, nor could have reasoiial>Iy hoped fop» 
I spent much time in looking over Sir W. Jones's 
^orks, which are uncommonly interesting. 

" Those only can appreciate genius as it de*- 
serves, who possess^ the most of it themselves, noi* 
will the most slupen^ii3 monuments of philosor 
phical research, b^ viewed with admiration and 
regard, except by those, who, having arrived at a 
degree of proficiency in the same pursuits, have 
proved, how laborious is the cultivation of the 
numan intellect, and how hardly earned is the 
meed of literary f^me*. It i» evident upon this 
ground,, that the reputation of this great man^vjU 
daily increase,, and will keep pace with the en^ 
lightening and civilization. oi mankinds 

^^ I hope thou understandest the admiration- 
-which I hete express iti^ its proper sense, and no< 
farther, viz. as subordinate in its nature, to that 
awe and veneration with Which we ought to caar 
template tUbse characters,, who may be called th« 
champions of trutl),and who are eminent only by^ 
their virtue, and the undevi^ting purity of their 
lives. But here I may observ^,^ that the emi- 
nently virtuous appear amiable to our view, only^ 
in proportion as we are governed by the same 
divine principle which actuated (hem. The martyx 
at the stake, presents to our view, a scene of in^ 
expressible suolimity, but we must become influ-- 
enced by the same indifference for the world, and 
the same awful regard for eternity,, which ena- 
bles the sufferer to despise the sor'Tows that are 
i^r a moment ;: we mujst view things through the 
f;anie medium, and possess^ in a measure,, the same 
dispositions^ before we can see him in that ex-*^ 
alted situation i« whieh he stands. 

^ There are few objects relating toJiterature^ 
which may not be communicated ^itb ease from 
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Dtte mind to another; but ah! when we endeavour 
to describe ihat principle which ought to direct 
ns through the few fleeting moments of time ; > 
when we t^ould speak of that peace which is the 
result of yielding- an unreserved obedience to its 
requiririgs, or of the confusion and darkness 
which pervade the soul, when its admonitions ar^ 
forgotten ; and Uiat vessel which ought to have 
been dedicated to the most sacred of all uses, and 
become a recipient for divine love, is defiled with 
the love of the world : when these subjects are 
A.O be discussed, what empty and unmeaning 
sounds are words, and how imperfectly can we 
c«onvey heavenly things througli an earthly me- 
dium ! The unreasonable value which we are apt 
to place upon mere human acquirements, has of* 
ten appeared to me of so much moment, that I 
have almost been reaHy to prefer ignorance, and 
to think that man the hnpniest, whose knowledge 
was the most circunlscribed. We mostly pass, 
from one extreme of error to another; may our 
Views become daily more enlightened concorniug 
these, the most important of all subjects, and may 
we be taught by tnat pure wisdom which is from 
above! 

^*Ienjoj every blessing that cati be desired, 
except the free use of my limbs, and I do feel re* 
signed to the will of Him who has chastened me 
with an easy hand,' for my own good ; if it be His 
will that 1 speedily recover, it will be cause of 
thankfulness, but if not, there is a Power that 
can enable me to bear with patience and fortitude 
every farther trial, 

«W.T.'* 

The use of the bath having failed to remove the 
complaint^ and apprehensions being entertained 
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that permanent lameness would ensue^ it Wa» ri*« 
solved to try the effect of a caustic application; 
for this purpose he went to Wairington, (where 
suitable accommodations had been procured for 
him,) in order that he might have the advantage 
of daily attendance from the individual before 
mentioned. He continued at Warrington six 
weeks, engaged principally in reading, and in 
preparing iiimself for the engagement upon which 
he was about to enter. 

To M. a 

Warrington^ llth of 7th months 18l3« 
Though taste perhaps cannot be 



'hcquired where it does not inherently exist, it ad* 
mitsofvast cultivation; and how striking is the 
contrast between the man of taste, and be who 
has not learned to think^-deplorable state ! And 
yet there are thousands of this kind within the 
sphere of our observation* Dear sensibility! no 
stores of gold can purchase this treasure^ nor 
could the mines of Golconda furnish eiyoyments 
that would be its equivalent in value* Let my 
bodily suffering's be ever so severe, let me be ba- 
nished to the most inhospitable clime, or shut out 
from the society of men^ rather than lose the inva* 
luable gift of intellect; its proper use created 
pleasures, for the loss of' which, millions of worlds 
could not compensate* 

** It is the exerciise whii*h is made of the fin^ 
feelings by your sex, that entitles them to se 
large a share of our adniiration* In reply to thy 
interr#gation,.wfaat it is that induces men to trust 
th^ young heirs of nature to the superintendence 
of beings whom they deem of so inferior a rank, 
Iwould 8ay» that, independent of aeCessity, there 
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«re T«ry superior qualities which characterise 
them, as beinsf alone proper * to teach the young 
idea how to shoot/ as being calculated to softea 
mid improFe the dispositions of the species by 
their sensibility of feeling^, whilst the understaao* 
ing is rapidly informed oy their innocent loqiia^ 
city. To you it is s-iv^n to form the miuds of the 
wise, the good, and the great» the monarch, and 
the philosopher: to your fostering care the world 
is indebted for those great luminaries of genius,, 
who have humanized mankind by means of salu- 
tary laws, or improved their morals by an uner- 
ring attachment to virtue and truth. 

In the 8th month, 1813, W; Thompson removed 
to Penketh and opened his«£ichoo], bein^ then in 
the twentieth year of his age. He had derived 
considerable benefit from the judicious means 
adopted to remove his lameness ; and bis general 
health was much improved by nutritious diet and 
careful attention. What his feelings were on 
entering upon so ii»ftS and arduous an engage- 
ment, appears by some ad the following letters. 

« Ptuheth, %th mo. 13<A, 18ia 
^ My mind has been much more compoi^ed 
since i kft W, and seems to have participated in* 
the tranquillity wiiich reigns in this xmtA spot. 
The way at present seems more open, and I feel 
little doubt but my present allotment is die right' 
one. 

« W. T," 
ToM. G. 

^\ The prospect before me sjeems to present an 
^n^ORI^^^^B' ^pe^s^nce, an4 I^ bpp^) jtoat Provi- 
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dcnce, who has so miraculously opeoed the way 
to my present undertaking, will codtiaue his 
favour> that it may tend to my own satisfaction 
and the benefit of my fellow-mprtals. When I 
take a retrospective view, I ^jee. evpry reason to' 
trust for a continuation of dirine jfitrour. And 
yet strongly as this chain *of events proves the' 
immediate care of an all-wise invisible being, I am 
sensible that it by no means supersedes the ne- 
cessity of my own exertions* . 

« When duty and incliiiation point 

different ways ; when tte corrupt inclinations of 
the heart are perpetually tending to that which 
is known to be prohibited, and to walk in the 
>vay which ultimately leads to destruction; what 
guide shall we follow ? what pifot shall ^teenus 
clear ofthe rocks on which thousands havealready 
split? How unavailing is the knowledge of sci* 
ence— of those ' deep skilled in algebraic lore/ 
They cannot get clear from the entangling net 
of corruption, nor conquer with their utmost ef-. 
forls the prevalency of on^ besetting sin. No- 
man ever could wrestlajvith that fell monster 
«in, or overcome by his natural strength his secret 
propensities to evil. 

<^ Education and the refinements which neces- 
-sarily ejkist in a state of civilization may do much, 
but their effect is confined to the exterior deport- 
ment. The branches are lopped, but the poison- 
Qus principle remains in the root. Our virtues 
rarely bear any proportion to the extent of our 
knowledge. A man may be conversant with 
every branch of moral ethics ; he may be ortho- 
dox in his creed to the smallest point; whilst in 
practice he may be an atheist, and as far irom 
observing the code of christian morals as the 
inofit unlettered and illiterate sayage, Tb^ poison 
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Ifir of too fatal and corroding a nature- ta be acted 
upon Buccessfnlly by the mere wiH of the inherit* 
or. It remains for grace to accomplish the 
mighty work ; this is the never failing corrective 
of evil ; its power is omnipotent, and no case cap 
be so desperate but its sovereign virtue will heal. 
It is a proof-armour against every temptation^ it 
is a preservative in every time of danger; in 
short, Divinf» Grace is that bright emanation from 
the Deity, which leads back to Himself. But the 
way lies through a thorny path, filled with manj 
enemies and besehi^ents, through a series of trials 
and proviugs : and here is its sovereign power 
made manifest, in overcoming the'se obstacles, 
and enabling the humble soul to go on conquer- 
ina* and to conquer. Those souls that are willing 
to be clothed with its heavenly influence shall be 
helped from grace to grace, and from strength to 
strenj^th; armed by its vivifying power, they 
shall burst asimder the chains with which the 
giddy multitude is led captive; wiiilst inhabit- 
ants of earth, they will centre their desires in 
Heayen, considering themselres as probationers 
for that state of unmixed bliss, which shall com- 
mence when time shall be no more. Here theu 
16 that divine remedy for every spiritual disease, 
which God in mercy has provided, through . our 
Lord Jesus Christ. This is the balm of Gilead 
which is given for the restoration of Adam's lost 
race ; and it is given freely, without any other 
condition than that we make it the rule of our 
obedience, and the g^ide of our actions. ^Be», 
hold I stand at the door, and knock : if any man 
hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in 
to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.' 
When we consider that this is the language of the 
G 2 



Lofty One that inbabitetli eternity^ to sinfM 
worms of the earth ; how astonishing-, how incom- 
prehensible does it appear! The coudescensioa 
IS snch, that we should be led to doubt its reality^ 
if we were not told that his mercy is as infi- 
nite as bis other attributes, atid that we were 
created exprejssly for the purpose of enjoy iiiffhisr 
favour, anci of becoming recipients of' fiis lore. 
Ahf my dear friend, let us but get fight views of 
our deplorable state by nature, and of the eprati- 
tude we owe to Him, who by his own blood has 
cancelled the mighty debt;* Vho, after having 

Surchased our reprieve from eternal deaths con- 
escends to visit our hearts, and* wooes our. ao^- 
ceptance of it. Could we look into the adorable 
mystery of human redemption, and take a viei*^ 
of those inestimable privileges which we enjoy, our 
language would be changed from despondency 
to exultation ; we should exclaim with the pro^ 

Shet: • Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; be^ 
old thy King cometh unto thee T 
**'But tvhat language is copious enough' to ex- 
press the aspirations and feelings of a truly 
thanliful heart ? Those only know the inefRci.- 
^ncy of humnn words, who yield themselves to 
the influence of that mollifying power, which can 
soften and reduce even hearts oistolie, I believe 
thou art no strang-er to this ; thou hast tasted botli 
of the terrors of the Lord for sin, and of the pea<^e- 
able fruits of righfeciasn^Sis; and hast been en- 
abled to five in a measure of obedience to the 
Heavenly Teacher : but I would humbly advise 
thee to keep in rertiefnbrance, that the* way to 
boKness is progressive, anrfcontinually admits of 
increase; that though our experience maj have 
been large in fonner days, there are still new 
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a^quieitiohs in our power to make^ or still new 
depths of humility which it ig our interest to reach. 
I ao feel desirous that thou sbquldst be brought 
forward in the things which make for peace, and 
know this grace which I iwiFe before spoken .of^ 
to become the power of God unto salvation. 

*' 25th August, 1813. 

<< As far as prospects can be made the erite-* 
rion to judge by, of future success, there is every 
reason to hope, that with the blessing of God, my 
small beginning will make an honourable termi* 
nation. I am now launched upon the ocean of 
life, and have undertaken to pilot others through 
the rocks of error and youthful folly, at a season 
the most criticaL How much a giving way ta 
the presentations of evil may at some future pe* 
riod obscure my way, I dare not venture to pre- 
dict ; but I hope, at this time, I am sensible fronds 
what source my strength must come, and that the 
success of my present undertaking, depends upoir 
rectitude, of couduet,, and the most persevering* 
e>[ertion8» 

*'9thmo.6ik,JS\9^^ 

" The satisfaction arising from my engage- 
ment at Penketh school, exceeds every thing my. 
most sanguine wishes had entertained. Th» 

teace of |uind, the calm confidence witb which I 
ave proceeded, and the bright prospect in life 
which it has opened before me, are all of a na- 
ture beyond what I can express.. ' The satisfac* 
tioiB resulting from a coi^<^€atious discbarge ot 
a 3 
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the duties of my station, is •! such a Mtiire, as 
)o put it beyond the shadow of a doubt, that I 
have taken a right step in life» and one which 
Providence designed for me. 

ToT.T. 
« Penketh, September 20th, 1818. 
•* Providence has placed me here by a series 
of eveiitSi Compared with which I know no 
paraHel ; my bodily indisposition, my partitular 
religious sentim«ntS9 every thing has concurred 
to assist in removing me from a state of abject 
poverty and obscurity, to a situation, which, if its 
duties be jHghtly discharged, will, with the bles- 
sing of Providence, procure me an honourable in- 
dependence. My former manner of life was most 
«nfavoorable to mental improvement ; the mono- 
tonous and unsentimental circle of duties, within 
the precincts of a manufactory, are calculated to 
damp the ardour of genius, and to chill the 
working of the social attections. My mind is by 
nature mdolent ; s^nd had I continued immured 
i|i« this mental sepulchre, I believe I should 
almost have become 'as destitute of ideas, as the 
&aichiiiei( that were under my care; but I am 
now, through a kind Providence, placed in a 
stiatioh whi<£ aflEbrdid ample scope for the mind ; 
which atfbrds me incalculable benefit from the 
instruction I impart to others. iSelf-government, 
that universal requisite, is never more needful 
tban where I now stand. 

To M. C. 

*' Penhthy 20^i September^ 1813. 

*^ Sometimes when ruminatittg on fhe^eouses 

of such various modes of thinking, I a{n led to 
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concIAde^ that a waiit of unanimity of sentimenfy 
is not so much occasioned by \Yeaknes9 of* intel- 
lect, as corruption of heart. The ^rent svslem 
of morality is made up of unalterable positions, 
which' are equally binding at all times and in ajl 

J laces. One of those which our g^reat lUiister 
as particii-larly enjoined, is to cherish meekness 
and brotherly io^ie; and to show who is our bro- 
ther, he has described a stranger^ sick and dis- 
tressed, in the parable of the good Samaritan. 

" The advent of the same Di^ne lawgiver^waa 
Announced, as bringing peace and good-will on 
earth. A desire to promote the accomplishment 
of the heavenly message ought to form the basis 
of our reasonings, and the rule of our actions. 
It is a first principle which we ought never to 
Ipse sight of. If then, by this criterion we iudge 
ci the political state of Europe, how legible are 
the characters in which its guilt is implicated ! 
How great is the infamy attached to the invent- 
ors of the thousand diabolical machinations by 
which it is torn ! Can the meed of applause be 
diie to those, who in order to attain it^ have 
forced their fellow-creatures from the innocent 
occupations of a rural life, to shed their blood 
in achusting a vain and groundless quarrel; 
whp have broken asunder the tender bands of 
connubial fHicity in thousands of families, and 
half peopled the world with orphans? What are 
the triumphs of the conqueror but so many har- 
bJiigers of desolation to mankind ? But these 
moiimfiil truths are forgotten by the deluded 
multitude* B^'utality is termed courage;. pride, 
honour, and lawless rapacity, a just and reason- 
able preservation of the rights of nations. The 
porafp€»is eulogf^ prcmounced '-ever departed 
li^roiumi the ;sp/e€i#us iBonamental inscriptiensy 
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with all the ensanguined trophies of martiar 
valour, must vanish away l^fore the steady and 
unerring lamp of religion. Those that ravage 
the earth with fire and sword may assert their 
attachment to that divine handmaid, and justify 
their nH)st horrid actions, under pretence of ad- 
vancing her interests ;— but believe them not: 
1)0 casuistry can disprove, that religion is wholly 
inimical to hostile pursuits ; its high and holy 
Founder exhibits h\ his own person the examplcy 
whiitt he deliver»the precept, that peace, har- 
mony, and brotherly concord, should be the 
distinguishing characteristics of his humble fol- 
lowers. 

"W. !•'' 

. To — — 
« Penketh, Uh of lOth mo. ISIS. 
« Thy letter came to my hands in one of 
those desponding nK>ments, in which inielleotoat 
animation seems to be suspended ; when the lit^ 
tie light that remains, only serves to increase' 
the horror of the gloom, and to poi^t out imagi- 
nary woes in the bosom of futurity. It was in 
this desolate state, that I sat down to peruse it ; ' 
and if thou bast ever experienced the full tide of 
recollection of past meix;ies, and the full weight 
of gratitude to the instruments of these mercies^ . 
1 need not describe the sensations which accom- 
panied my relief. That God who has cared for 
ray wants, and filled my cup with good things; 
has also given me a thankful heart. {low otten 
do I offer up my cries and tears for thy preserva- 
tion ! how often do I beseech the Almighty to 
< shower down his blessings' upon thy head,, and • 
to g^ard thee in an especial manlier^ from the 
snares that may be strewed in thy path! I am . 
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persnaded, that the spirit ofl^e supplication can 
only come frpm on higli ; am^hen tnat holv an^l 
heart-searching flame is vouchsafed to kindle the 
sacrifice, I believe it will ever he accepted. At 
'particular seasons, of late, I have been led to 
desire thy welfare, with an anxiousness, which 
I am conndent does not prbceed from any in- 
herent disposition of my own. But it would 
indeed be strange, if a heart could be found so- 
obdurate, as not to melt at the idea of a benevo«* 
lence, which it would have been presumption to 
have hoped to meet with, in a being within the 
precincts of frail mortality. 

^ The account of thy fluctuating and unsettled 
state of heahh, gave me much concern, 1 com« 
iiiend thee to the jgiver of patience, to Him who 
can sustain the soul with nope, even in the vaU 
ley of the shadow of death. Blessed fortress; 
religion! that affords security, alike from the 
storms of adversity, and the alluring baits pre- 
lEfented in a state of prosperity ancT aflluence« 
Here, we all stand on the same footing, however 
dissimilar in other respects, or however Various 
our allotments in life ; it is^ by the same free and 
unmerited redemption, that we are purchased 
from eternal death, and made participators of the 
Drvine nature. In whatever part if e may have. 
snflTered losses, the same Heavenly Physician cai^ 
alone bind up our wounds. When viewed in thiak 
light, how do the petty distinctions which wealth 
has created vanish ! We see mankind as one uni« 
versa! brotherhood, having one common Lord 
and Father, and individually destined, by the 
grand scheme of redemption, to exist in a state 
of unceasing felicity, 

**>When 1 meet with one who conceives hira-i 
self entitledi by his aniple possessionsi to behave 
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with an air of in^lpce and self-importance t^^ 
wards Lis inferiors^^irely,' I exclaim, this person 
has never seen the conditions on which he holds 
(he precarious tenure of lifef he has never 
extended his ideas* so far as to iponsider, that 
there is a Fountain of light which will dissi- 
pate the idle dreams of ambition ; in the blaane 
of which, nothing but pnre gold can remain 
untouched:, it is virtue alone that confers supe- 
riority in the sight of the Almighty,. We shair 
be weighed in the balance, not for the strength 
of our intellects, the extent of our attainments, 
or the conspicuous rank we have held amongst 
men : the investigation will concerur whether 
we have rightlj hu8l>anded our tiincy whether we 
have put off a conformity to the world, and 
sought after that temper and spirit that were in 
Jesus, by becoming transformed into his divine 
image* 

" llow thankful I have reason to be for my 
state of retirement ; on a spot where every literary 
lielp may be procured, and that enjoys every ad- 
yanta^e of refinement; I stand as a qyiet and im- 
partial spectator of the world*. Whilst through 
the KLedium of books^. I view the present and 
ancient character of mankind',, and contemplate 
^the flux and reflux of morality and religion, I 
' cheerfully contribute my mite towards leavening 
the great mass, by a strict attention to the morale 
of those committed to my care*. Permit me again 
to congratulate thee, as the chief instrument that 
has been ceoieerned in my accession^ to a state 
of so much importance in the scale of existence, 
a state that includes so many duties immedi^ 
ately connected with the well-being of my 
species. 
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:^I clearly perceive, (hat if due attentioo h6 
not paid to the moral habits of children, learn- 
ing 18 of no use. From the nature of the founda- 
tion laid in the minds of children at an early age, 
is often raised a superstructure, either of vicious 
and perverted dispositions, or of an honourable 
and virtuous integrity ; if the latter oualities 
predominate, happy is their possessor, inasmuch 
as, by the enlightening aid of science, he is gifted^ 
with the means of doing good; But if the former, 
{as is too frequently the cas^,) of what use can 
learning be to such an individual? He who has 
resolved to be vicious, will find human lore, to 
be a deadly weapon turned an^ainst his own bo-, 
som. The wisdom of an angel is not worth desir- 
ing, if unaccompanied with the simplicity of 
-•a little child.' As most of my pupils are very 
young, ? feel anxious to impress on their tender 
minds, what I conceive to be the leading principle 
of religion, a knowledge of the Supreme Being; 
the first communication on this head, if rightly 
made, often leaves an impression on the memory^ 
which time can never efface. I think the crea- 
tures are the best medium by which the minds 
of children can be led to a contemplatio;i of the 
Creator ; their ideas are simple ami confined ; 
tbey can be taught but few things by induction: 
but critical as the management of such a delicate 
and highly important point is, I am inclined to 
hope, that that parent or tutor who seriously en- 
l^ges in the work, will be helped, and will find 
a corresponding concern, generally to cover the 
minds of his pupils; or if it should seem to fall to 
the ground tor the present, being cast in faith, 
oa die waters, it will assuredly be found after 
aiany days* 
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To J. A. 

« Penketh, 6th Oct. 1813. 

** The time that has passed since I had .the 
pleasure of thy conversation, has been chequered 
>vith both joys and sorrows, with moments of des- 
j>ondency, and with seasons of triumphant hope. 
What a state of alternation is this life ! who would 
wish to sojonru here for ever? Often, when elated 
with confidence to-day, we are sunk in despair 
to-morrow ; and one victory obtained over our 
enemies, only leads to new and' more arduous 
combats. Yet there are resting places by the 
way. He who was evilly entreated for our sakes^ 
having trod the vale of mortality, has not been 
unmindful of the wants and weaknesses of his 
tried followers. With the cup of bitterness be 
has mingled many sweets : tne o^loom of mid- 
night darkness is often irradiated by the bright- 
ness of the morning star; and the bleak winter of 
adversity rendered less rigorous by the anticipa- 
tion oT future glory. 

M*«Iamnow actively engaged in prosecuting 
the duties of the station to which the partiality 
of my friends has promoted me, and i find it^ 
productive of solid satisfaction; indeed, my 
most sanguine hopes are more than realized* 
There is every probability of my acquiring a 
comfortable state of independence, whilst con- 
feiTing an essential benefit on my fellow-crea- 
tcires, in assisting to mould the genius and 
habits of the rising generation. Ah! my friend, ' 
what should I have done in such an undertaking-, 
if my habits and dispositions had not previously 
received a tincture of religion? Without this 
regulating principle for my guide, how should I 
attempt to form the minds of others,' to check 
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the risings of vice, and to call forth and encour- 
age the buddings of virtue ? In this way, my 
employment, though sweet, is at least so far 
arduous, that I find it my interest to keep my 
ear open to instruction, and whilst pointing my 
tender charge to the silent monitor in their own 
breasts, to endeavour from its sacred dictates to 
form the rule of my conduct. I think I have 
been sensible of the benefit of thy prayers for 
my preservation of late. The composure and 
steaainess with which I am enablea to govern 
my pupils, the inexpressible peace I am at times 
enabled to enjoy, and the marks of distinctioa 
which I continue to receive from my numerous 
friends, are each matter of abundant thankful- 
ness ; they are favours- which I neither deserve 
nor expected to «njoy. I hope the union 
formed between our spirits, will only be con^ 
summated when the stream of time shall havt 
ceased to flow, 

« W. T." 

To J. A. B. 

« Penketh, 1th Noi\ 1813. 
" 1 suppose thou hast heard of the change 
which lias taken place in my aflfairs, with regard 
to my commencing the arduous and important 
oflice of schoolmaster. For the last three months, 
my attention has been chiefly devoted to the du- 
ties of my new station, a station to which my 
most sanguine hopes n-ever dared to aspire; 
which nothing but the partiality of my friends 
would have, supposed me capable of filling. 
My attempt has been hitherto crowned with 
tolerable success, and is in the highest degree 
congenial to my particular pursuits; by teach- 
ing others, I myself may learn ; and by Ikaviiig 
H 
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to enforce maxims of prndence and riglit reafiOn^ 
I mav be led to adopt them as the basis and 
regulating principles of my own conduct* Few 
situations, I conceive, require a greater con- 
centration of talent^ of good sense, and of erery 
christian virtue, than the one 1 am now placea 
in* It is a situation, which almost compels to 
scientific improvement, and from the various 
dispositions to be studied in the rising* genera- 
tion, many useful hints may be gathered relating 
to the best of ail knowledge, that of our own 
hearts. 1 now perceive more than «ver, the need 
of possessing a well-regulated imaginiition, and 
affections suDject to the control of reason. Chil« 
dren are, I conceive, at an early age, acute ob- 
diervers of the minds of tbfeir tutors and guardians; 
they consider them as oracles cif wisdoin, ^nd by 
them may the ductile mind of youth be led to 
admire and practise virtue, or to become familiar 
with the horrid form of vice. 

In his correspondenoe. It was a frequent prac-> 
tice with him, to mingle something good with 
what be had to narrate, or to enforce sotne chris- 
tian maxim, or rule of conduct, by the circum- 
stances under w^liich he wrote. The following 
extract from a letter to a youn^ man, just abotjt 
to depart for America, exemplifies his constant 
care to impart good advice, and his solicitude 
for the best interests of his friends. 

To ' 

« Penkethj 99th J^Tov. 18ia. 

<< I have only time to commend thee to God, 
find to say, that if we are not favoured to meet 
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X'n in time^ I trust we shall at least see each 
p iir a b^ppy eternity. This I sajr,. in the 
supposition that thou- wilt endeavour to become 
more, and more solicitous after the one thinsc need« 
fttl. Let me entreat thee to remember,, that no- 
thing but h^v^ing our. passions subject to th0 
control of reUgjon^ eac confer true happiness* 
Thou wilt have many teiixptations to encounter, 
aad^ many disadvantages to cope with, the chief 
of which, will be au: absence from serious and 
religious people^and having to associate with men, 
who have i|ot the fear of God before their eyes : 
but ta balance this^ it may be said, that God is iu 
all places, and that His power is every where the 
same to preserve us from^evjl* Lot thy thoughts 
then, my dear friend^ be occasionaliy turned 
from a eoncem after the tjbings that perish, to.n 
eonsideratioa of those which will endure when 
tioo^e ^h^\ be IK) mpre. 

m 

To J. a. 

^ Lowton, 25th December, 181d. 

. ^ I am thankful that, although my body js 
afflicted, my mind was never more at ease ; I am 
enabled in some measure, to trust in Him, who js 
mighty to save, and to believe that all which He 
appoints, will end well ; would that I could 
always resign myself .up to His dispensations ! 
But it is hard work to do so at all times* Let i^s 
both encleavour to lean on the staff which cannot 
be broken. The resources which literature atfbrd 
to the mind, may do in the dav of prosperity, 
imt when real troubles come> they are broken 
if^eeds; they rather depress than support the mind. 
Nothing but an bumble confidence in thitt 

H /£ 
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strength which never failetb, can carry us 
tbrouffh the complicated scenes of this world* 

To J. A. 
" Lowtouy December 26eA, 1813. 
" In the few mouths that have elapsed since 
X was last at Lowton, time has left the most visi- 
ble marks of his ravaging hand: some have 
entered that land from whence no traveller 
returns, and others are lying on the verge of 
the same unchangeable state of being. , How 
awfuU O God, are thy visitations! and how 
should our souls lie prostrate at thy feet f Whe- 
ther we look at the changes which individuals 
sustain, or at the wrecks of empires, and concus- 
sions of kingdoms, our admiration is equally 
excited ; every thing proclaims aloud, that *the 
fashion of this world passeth away.*- * I am thabl^- 
ful in saying, that I have, of late, felt a renewed 
concern to be found aniorlgst those wh<f«re doing 
their master's will? of that happy number who» 
notwithstiindino- the confusion of this terrestrial 
scene, will be finally gathered into one fold, and 
there made to repose in safety under one" shep- 
herd for ever. I often remember the injunction 
of the Sou of David : * In all thy gettings, get 
wisdom; for the value of her is more than of 
gold or silver.* Oh, that they who are given up 
to lying vanities, could see the intrinsic value of 
this supreme of treasures t 

To J. J. H, 

*^Lowton9 January 8/A, 1814 
« In Burns we have another melan- 
choly proof, that virtue is not .necessarily con- 
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icomitaui with great g^niag; 4hat the most 
splendid talents can by no Riean9 ensure faappi* 
ness to their possessors ; and that on the other 
hand, when degraded by criminal indulgence 
they add to the weight. of guilt and mi^ery^ It 
is with the greatest concern I contemplate h^i 
.exit off the stage of life* With a,mind .that knew 
no bonnd^y that .could call up images from every 
.part of the creation, and give permanency to the 
!most delicate sensations, he fell a prey to the most 
destructive of vices, a lamentable instapce of 
human depravity. 

^ When we collider the native greatness of 
Bums's soul, the brilliancy of his wit^ and the 
exuberance of his imagination ;: that awful defer- 
ence which super-eminence never fails to excite^ 
commands us to tread lightly on his ashes, and 
.to thrpw vtbe.clQak.of charity over those jfraiities^ 
which we ourselves with difficulty avoid* . Jf we 
have but right views of ourselves, and of bumap 
nature, it will greatly weaken^the malignancy of 
.eur censures. The triumph of criticism^ will 
give way lo tears of humiliation, and before w^ 
exult over the weakness of a fallow-creature^ 
we shall try and prove our own waysj, that they 
be ci<tht.ih the presence of the Most High.. 

At the .beginning of the year ISl^i bis attea-^ 
iion wa» directed almost exclusively to. an ad- 
.vancementjn those^branehes ol* knowledge whicb 
would be of use tahim in his occupation t ampngst 
these studies,, mensuration,, algebra^.aad sQUi^ 
«Mtfaer parts of the mathematics, appear to have 
occupied most of his time, whep not engaged iiv 
baching ^. aai he wrote but few letters- dni:injr 
this year- ^ 

If 3 
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The papers which he left behind him afford 
abundant proofs of his industry; he made 
copious extracts from many authors, and wrote 
much to facilitate his acquirement of several 
branches of knowledge. Besides French and 
Latin, the study of which he still continued, he 

I mid some attention to the Greek and Hebrew. 
anguagefe. Though possessing a taste for poetry, 
and able to appreciate its beauties, he made but 
few attempts at poetical composition, and these 
were chiefly confined to some stanzas on religious 
subject?, and a few acrostics on the names of 
some of his friends, which, though not devoid 
of ingenuity, possess nothing very remarkable^ 

To J. A. 
« Penketh, 21«f January, 1814. 

" AtnoHi^t all my benefactors, there is none 
of whom the recollection excites more gTateful 
emotions thap thyself: there are, it is true, who 
have more largely contributed to my temporal 
necessities ; bi^t who has cared more for my spi- 
ritual wants than thou hast? It was under tny 
example and encouragement that my most per- 
manent religious impressions were made. Toou 
wilt remember some of the conversations we had, 
when peace, heavenly peace, was our covering : 
Oh ! what a foretaste of heaven did I enjoy in 
those blissful moments ! It was then that I 
received those sublime views of Christianity, and 
those deep convictions of my own innate de- 
pravity, which no words can express, except 
to those that have pajssed through the same. 

<< Since that time the allurements of sensual 
pleasures, thje effects ofnovelty,oran unguarded 
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intercourse with the world, have often conspired 
to relax my dili<^ence, and to obscure the bright- 
ness of the manifestation; yet it bursts ibrth 
again with meteoric blaze, and at intervals I 
have felt the full force of my first impressions. 
May I not hope that the same mercy will ever be 
extended, and that my last end, unlike the un- 
righteous man's, will be better than my first ? I 
have lately been led to make more particular 
enquiry into my case, from the consideration of 
the state of a backslider, who was once a class- 
leader. He is unhappy, and has lost much of 
the power to discriminate between good and evil. 
When we carry our disobedience so far, as to 
abuse even infinite mercy, God punishes us with 
the most dreadful of all punishments, viz. a want 
of moral perception. So long as we can discri- 
minate between right and wrong, there is at 
least a probability of our choosing the right ; 
but where this is extinguished, what darkness 
tnust pervade the mind; yea, *a thick darkness 
which may be felt !' May we * walk in the light,' 
while it is vouchsafed us, and so become ^chil- 
dren of the light!' 

To J.R. 

" February dth, 1814. 

^^* Religion still appears to me (as I hope it 

ever will) the most awful and important subject 

' that can come under our investigation ; it is often 

. consolatory to my feelings to reflect, that as we 

are both in some measure impressed with this» 

> our friendship rests on a permanent, unshaken 

. basis, and is cemented together with an indisso-i 

luble bond. Oh! my dear frieiid, how ought 
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we to prize that light which' God has graciously 
given us! 1 fear we too often forget, that we are 
favoured above many others ; favoured with that, 
which the riches of the east cannot purchase, 
viz. a discovery of onr own lost states, and the 
unspeakable riches and fulness in Christ Jesus. 
The calls on us for gratitude and obedience, are 
loud and piercing; if we do but get our deaf eans 
unstopped, every object in nature has a voice; 
every thing proclaims, that the fashion of this 
world passeth awfiy, and that the time is swiftljr 
approaching, when we must stand before angeb 
and men, to be judged for the deeds, dbne in the 
.body. Under such circumstances as these, is it 
a small privilege that we are awakened.to a sense 
of our state ; are enabled to discern the nature 
and effects of sin in its various forms ; and to see 
that all is vanity, but serving God in true iiami- 
lity of heart i We cannot be too tbank'ful, tap 
earnest, too obedient. Let us work while it is 
called to*day, remembering that the ' wh^ 
world lieth in wickedness:' let us i o' assimilate 
•ourselves to ^e corruptions thereof. I belie ve» 
were we to devote our whole selves *io God, ime 
should indeed be as shining lights in the midst of 
a crooked and perverse generation. The odour 
of a righteous man's conversation will diffuse 
itself around, and wiU more or less influence the* 
most profligate characters. There. is one thing,, 
which above all .I.think is the most detrimental 
to the interests ofrel^ien— 1 me^nkincensistenn^. 
With this I have often .sorrowful cause to. re* 
proach myself.. To appear at some times rigidly, 
serious in our words and looks, and at others, to 
join in acts of folly,, with wicked and worldlj^ 
minded people, may dis^ce, but cap nev^ 
adom> the religioa of thelioly Jesus. 
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" I have thought how Tittle we avail ourselves 
of the gracious promise, * Whatsoever ye shall 
ask the Father iu my name, he will give it you/ 
O my friend! what are we doing, that we do 
-not get delivered from those evil passions and 
sinfiH propensities, which burthen our minds» 
and hinder us from lying down in peace^ day by 
day i The blessed invitation is gone forth, and 
yet we neglect to ask for such things as we imme- 
diately 9tand in need of. Does our faith want 
renewing, our doubts ren^ving^ our hopes 
strengthening ? Do we want an increase of the 
heavenly virtues, charity, patience, chastity, 
brotherly kindness? Behold the Great Master 
stands ready to confer all these blessings. In the 
days of his flesh, he went about seeking objects 
of mercy, and healing those who had no power 
to heal themselves i and it is yet his delight to 
shew forth his great power and loving kindness, 
by healing the spiritually diseased, and by 
bringing such as are enthralled in the bondage 
of sin, into the glorious liberty of the sons of 
God. Seeing then, that there is bread enough 
in our Father^s house, let us no longer delay to 
return, and, with all humility, cast ourselves 
before a throne of grace. If we abhor oursel ve» 
•as in dust and ashes, we shall find acceptance ; 
for God is ever ready to receive, with open arm9» 
the repentant sinner. 

** Since the 14th year of my a^-e, when it pleas* 
ed infinite mercy to visit me with some divine vi- 
sitations, 1 have often been favoured to s^e the 
exceeding beauty of holiness. Religion, as ap- 
pearing m the person and character of Jesus 
Christ, has seemed to me, at times, a system full 
of the most resplendent beauties. Who can look 
on the sublime i^nd unparalleled virtues, which 
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adorned the life of this Divine Person^ and tiot 
feel their hearts melt with sentiments of awe» 
gratitude, and adoration? But I alsso coneeiye 
the life and conduct of every real disciple, wiU 
present, though in a less degree, the same uni- 
form and consistent picture of innocence an4 
t riith. The term Christian, conveys to me a very 
different idea to what is implied in its common 
acc.eptation« If the standard of excellence in 
Christianity is the super-eminent virtues of its 
Gceat Founder, then he only is a Christian, wbosa 
mind is adorned with the same heavenly temper 
and dispositions that were found in Christ. I 
need not remark to thee, .how difficult it is to 
become, in any degree, like so greiUan original*. 
Yet, hard and impossible as it app^urentiy is, w^ 
must come to it, or we can never be saved ; the^ 
is no unclean thing can enter the giri;es of peerfc; 
nothing but lamb-Tike innocence can entitle us to 
admission there ; nothing short of boline^ can 
ensure to us a happy eternity* 

<< I have been led to the above remarks, fro9i 
a renewed concern, that we may each of us be- 
gin, with all diligence, to do the work that m ap« 
pointed us in our day ,* and that fbr such thit^ 
as we lack, vfe may come to the fountain of infi-^ 
nite mercy, and partake largely of that gTa€^ 
which is able to become our wisapm» our sanctt« 
fication, and our redemption, 

*< If religion included nothing more than mo-* 
rality, there were less need of solicitude : no man 
can accuse us of any flagrant breach of good 
morals ; but I thank God, we are each of us sen* 
sible, that something more is meant by the term* 
I hope we consider religion to be what it really 
is, a state of habitual watchfulness, as in tfa^ 
hnm^diate preseat^e of th^ great Omniscieat j jx 
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ferrent cliarity to all ftianktnd; a sincere love 
of virtue and troth, and an abhorrence of sin, 
wherever, or in whatsoever shape it is found. 
U my dear iriend ! I long^ that we may dwell for 
tvet in this holy, reverent frame of mind ; then, 
indeed would our peace fiow as a river, and our 
riorhteousness as tne waves of the sea. Then 
should we be as the woman that was clothed with 
the sun; having the moon and stars, (with all earth- 
ly affections,) under her feet. Every cross would 
be sweetened, and ever}' affliction* rendered 
grateful to our taste, by that love which is strong*- 
er than death; and which is empjiatically said 
to overcome all things. Farewell, dear friend! 
I feel a strong presentiment that we shall yet 
live to see goorl days ; to know the renovating* 
power of the spirit of Christ, which passeth from 
deatii unto life. 

To M. a 

''Penketh, 2d mo. 23d, I814« 

'** Tlie course of studies in which I am em- 
barked, has precluded me from much of that 
light kind of reading which has entertainment 
only for its object, indeed I feel less relish for 
this species, than formerly. The mind,' like the 
body, if wound to a certain pitch of vigour, re- 
quires more solid and indigestible fo<Nl. If I 
mistake not, I shall become strongly prejudiced 
against the reigning fashion of thp age— novels. 
There is every thing in nature that can improve 
the understanding, or entertain the imagination, 
without requiring the aid of artificial intrigue, or 
fictitiotis aaventures. 



88 MTTERS, &C. Of . 

"If we stand in need of tbose severe exercisei 
which strengthen the intellect, and which may 
be termed the gymnastics of the' mind, what 
ample scope is aflbrded us in searching out the 
physical causes which produce those astonishing 
eftects, visible in every part of the great labora- 
tory of nature ! If we possess fine im^tginations, 
the range is not less extensive, the beautiful and 
true sublime are profusely scattered, and visible 
)at every step. It we survey the creation with 
right view's of the uses, ends, and importance of 
teach part, and with a constant reference to the 
great Author of the whole, we shall discover 
realities worthy the employment of all our mental 
faculties ; nor shall we find any leisure to yield 
to the contemplation of ideal worlds, or to the 
wanderings of a distempered imagination*. 

" W. T," 

In the 6th month, 1814, he commenced house- 
keeping, and one of his sisters came to reside 
with him; this. added greatly to his domestic 
comfort: his school also increased in an en- 
couraging manner* He now thankfully felt the 
superiority of his present station over that 
which he had quitted: he had raised himself, by 
his merit and talents, from a life of hard labour 
and obsjcurity, to a situation of respectability and 
comparative independence; engaged in a repu- 
table and useful employment— enjoying the so- 
ciety x}f a few valued friends— partaking. largely 
of the pleasures which arise from the cultivation 
of the understanding and the love of reading, 
with ample means of indulging in those pleasures, 
his utmost wishes were more than realized, and 
the measure of his happiness seemed fulL-^ 
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He kept a record of the titles of the books 
which he perused, sometimes accompanied by a 
short analysis of their content^, with extracts of 
remarkable passages, both in English and French; 
and not unfrequently he prefixed a short criti- 
cism on the merits of the work, or the character 
of its author. It may suffice here, to insert one 
or two short specimens of these productions. 

** 1815, August 10th. 

** CuriosUies of Literature. 

** The plan of this compilation is extremely 
desultory. It contains, however, a variety of en- 
tertaining things. D'Israeli seems^ to be a person 
.of much reading, particularly in French, Italian, 
and English. Keligion he appears to have none ; 
and his moral principles I fear are very loose : 
some of his sentiments are directly opposed to 
Christiainity. 

^t8lG,Ath month. 

« The Life of Arthur Wellesley. 

"Notwithstanding the incense of adulation 
which is plentifully offered in this work, it is 
evident that Lord Wellington must possess a 
great military genius. Looking at heroism in that 
light in which it is commonly i^urveyed, I should 
join my voice with the exlilting iniilious. But, 
feeling a strong conviction of the unlawfulness of 
warring with * carnal weapons,' 1 dare not follow 
in the triumphal procession, nor use the language 
of applause to the desolalors pf families and 
kingdoms. - The volume contains some very 
mournful passages from tli^ private journals pf 
•fRcers who were in some of th^ severest actionii,'* 
I 
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At the beginning of the year 1815, he com* 
menced a sort of Diary, in which the events of 
his life are recorded with much characteristic 
simplicity and originality: this Journal contains 
an account of the books which he read, the 
visits which he received and paid, and sometimes 
the substance of the letters which he wrote, and 
of the conversations in M'hich he bore a part. 
The following short extracts will serve to show 
the nature of it. 

'* Penketh, January 26th, 1815. 

"Tills being the anniversary of my twenty- 
first year, and not having it in my poAver to dis- 
tinguish it by the usual signs of feasting and 
convivial entertainment, 1 shall endeavour to pur- 
sue the plan which Lord Bacon recommends, 
tiz., to make out an inventory of ideas, and of 
all intellectual goods and posisessions ; [ con- 
ceive it to be a useful exercise for such as wish 
to improve by living ; and as I do not reckon 
myself amongst the most drivelling part of my 
species, I may one day have the pleasure to 
witness the progress 1 have made in useful 
knowledge. Should this meet the eye of any 
besides the writer, they may perhaps smile at 
the pedantic air which it carries, but let them 
recollect, at the same time, that an impartial 
history of any one day of their own peregrina- 
tions, might appear equally ridiculous ; the mind 
receives its sensations in an abrupt and incohe- 
rent manner, but as tliought is a secret, ^s well 
as a silent operation, we can only be apprized of 
our oicn aberrations. 

** As re^jiing is one of the grand means of 
acquiring knowledge, I may first notice in what 
departments of literature mine has lain. 
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[Here follows^ in the origimdy an account qf 
books perused / being in all about 460 volumes^ 
including 16 volumes in French."} 

^*' Lord Bacon says, youth ought to travel, and 
read men as well as books ; my travels however, 
have been sufficiently contracted in their plan, 
a$ I have seen but few places." 

'' Sunday, October Sth, 1815.— A truly inter- 
esting day, such as I have spent few in ray life; 
nothing new distinguished it till near the time 

that the meeting ended, when , with his 

two boys, came in ; I felt little love towards him, 
but invited him home M^ith me, where he stayed 
dinner and tea. Our discussion ^f religious and 
metaphysical questions, was uninterrupted for 
five hours; with thfs was included some desul- 
tory talk on miscellaneous subjects, some criti- 
f:al remarks on the origin of language &c., and 

a sort of lecture on ^ the solar system. is 

yerging rajMdly towards deism ; nay, I should 
have said, universal scepticism; he is a shrewd, 
unaccountable sort of man: I can come to no 
conclusion concerning* him. Had he received 
an education, he mi^t have beei^ a Spinoza, 
a Hobbes, or a Pame. It would be useless as well 
88 impossible, to preserve any thing like an ade-* 
quate idea of our multifarious converse.'^ 

'* Monday 9 Oct. 16, 1815. — Attended an annual 
meeting of the Warrington Auxiliary Bible So- 
ciety. I have anticipated this day's enjoyment 
with the most lively emotions, nor am I disap« 

Eointed. The meeting consisted of about three 
undred persons: amongst the speakers were 
the secretaries Hus^hes and SteinkopfT, Dr. Adam 
Clarkey the poet Jftontgomery, &c. kc.^ 
I 2 
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. In the spring of 1815, his school attained it« 
greatest magnitude : he had, at that period, fifty* 
six scholars during the day, and he taught in the 
evening a number of pupils of more advanced 
^ge. The evening school he was soon obliged 
to relinquish, finding the very close confinement 
injurious to his health; and symptoms of retorn-i 
ing lameness also began to appear. Still engaged 
with his studies, and the concerns of his schooiU 
he wrote but few letters. From amongst them 
the following are selected* 

" JPewftef A, Jioie 6<A, 1815. 

« The business of education, indeed, 

is so complicated in its relations, and so tardy in 
its process, that nothing but the most unremitted 
exertion can ensure its proper execution. It 
were to be wished that naore enlight^ed notions 
Ott this subject generally prevailed; I mean as 
regards the importance and infinite value of 
learning. 

" When to furnish the mind with useful ideas ' 
and virtuous principles, will be considered of 
greater moment than the attainment pf riches or 
personal aggrandisement— then, and not until 
then, may the instructors of youth hope foK: 
literal encouragement. 

" Those who smooth the way to the enti*ance 
of the temple of literature, seldom enjoy its 
triumpiis, or partake largely of its rewards. 
More than civic honours are due to him who has 
turned the barren wilderness of a single human 
inteflect into a fruitful field. 

«W.T.^ 
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To 6. €. 

" Penketh, July Sth, 1815* 

<* Removed far from the hurry and business 
of the ^reat wortd, there are few variations in . 
the even tenor of my life; few occurrences of 
peculiar interest come across my way. Books of 
one description ^ or other, serve for both study 
and recreation, 'and as my greatest excursion 
consists in passing* from one book to another, I 
have nothing new to describe, except an occasi- 
onal discovery in the regions of intellect, or the 
results of an attack on some difficult branch of 
science. 1 often have to curb my imagination, 
in fancying the benefits that would accrue, from 
a more enlarged acquaintance with mankind; 
and from the pleasure 1 should derive, from an 
actual inspection of those curiosities of art and 
4iature, now only known to me through the 
medium of reading. At the same time, 1 am 
satisfied with my allotment, and am sensible that 
whilst it renders me liable to few dansrers and 
disappointments, it is perhaps most conducive to 
my solid growth in every needful, natural, or 
spiritual acquirement. 

^' The secret of being always satis6ed, always 
resigned, is what I anxioasly covet; it is an at-» 
tainment perfectly compatible with the most ac* 
tive. disposition, and the most unremitted atten^^ 
tion to duty. But as it is one of the higher re- 
wards," which Virtue confers on her disciples, it 
19 but seUom we find ourselves su^ciently bum- 
ble to deserve it. Christ has promised tp come 
and make his abode with. us; but this gracious 
projpiise is only fulfilled^ on condition that> we 
banisfc every other guest. Oh ! that this waft 
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copstantly my happy experience^ and that of 
those dear to my affections ! 

" That beautiful simile of the enjoyment of 
peace flowing as a river, has always commanded 
my admiration ; but the actual attainment of it 
demands greater requisitions and greater self- 
denial, than has hitherto been jthe sacrifice of my 
stubborn heart. Sometimes, when deploring the 
slow progress I appear to make, my attention 
has been strongly called to pursuits of a literary 
kind, ^nd an anxious wish has arisen, that too ar- 
dent a thirst for, and too constant an employment 
in, treasuriog up the materials of learning, might 
jiot obscure that evidence for truth which has 
been mercifully aiForded to me. Notwithstand- 
ing, I am persuaded that a tender conscience, 
and a studious, mind, are compatible with true 
religion;- with this difference however, that it 
will cause all our studies to verge as to one com- 
mon centre, and a reference in all things to the 
glory of God^ will take the place of vanity and 
inflation. 

" I lately ready a small volume of Essays on the 
Nature of the Passions, &c. by David Hume. I 
found them very alluring, by their exceeding 
elegance of diction, and highly polished style, 
and they also contain many pertinent classical 
allusions and correct sentiments : yet their gene- 
ral tendency verges rapidly towards complete 
scepticism, and after having insidiously uuder- 
.. mined the fair fabric of Ghristiaiiity, tliey. leave 
•no other asylum for the ,wi?etchea and tried, 
among the sons and daughters of nioriffiity. As 
. tar a» ( hme seen (^ the phih3^ophi<;^l. works of 
Humd,. I doiiol; kuQw > more^dang^rpus in^itfi: ; 
irhi^ wajGfjWfflL^dquainted with; the; pr^n^ipsj laby- 
rinths of the human v.bpart, «na had narrowly 
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watched the developeiuent and connexion of the 
passions : yet it was his misfortune to get entan- 
gled in attempting to solve the mysteries of reli- 
gion by the same process of reasoning with 
which we examine things, belonging to the mate- 
rial world: and all his refinement of manner is 
not safHcient to. exj/iate for the perplexity and 
doubt in which he leaves the mmds of his 
readers. In every species of knowledge, it is 
miich easier to puzzle than instruct, to start a 
controversy, than to conduct it with ability. 
This method,, so unfavourable to the common 
stoek of intellect, has been much practised by 
writers on theology,, particularly since the 
French revolution, which event has not less in- 
fluenced the opinions and creeds, than the poli- 
tical state of Europe. Thus we have had ephe- 
meral productions without number, on the most 
sacied doctrines of Christianity,^ and writings 
of various constructions calculated to mislead, 
from the universal pyrrhonism ofBayle, to the 
scurrility and abuse ©f Paine, a(nd the Abbe 
BarrueL 

"Indeed,, such is the corrupt ta^te prevalent 
amongst all ranks,, that all good men hare need 
to throw their full weight into the scale of Vir*- 
tue^ and discountenance by every means in their 
power, the ffrowth and influence of error. Those 
who are embarking on the wide sea of human 
opinions,, flushed with the.expectations of youth^ 
"and unsuspecting of danger, have great need to 
beiadvised which .are the books that will accele^ 
rate or retard their progress to truth. Sucb a 
yanety of cases may occur from peculiarity of 
teiupef^ment, or situation in life, that no general 
rule can be admitted. &r regulating the exact 
stklidard or qtiantity of literary food. The sanve 
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sacred light which discovers moral evil, will also, 
if attended to, point out the thqrny mazes of er- 
ror: it will not only shine on our path, but dis- 
cover the hidden snares on the right hand and 
oa the left: thus we are constituted the guard- 
ian$ of our own minds; a trust how sacred! That 
spark of the Divinity, which it is the business of 
e Jucation to cultivate and restrain,' becomes our 
o vn in attaining to manhood, and it isour impe- 
rious duty to aim at progressive improvement.. 
There is no point at which we can stop: I have 
often compared education to a mathematical line, 
of which we see the beginning, but which is pro- 
duced onwards to eternity. 

«W. T/' 

To R. O. 

^* Auffust I6thy 1815* 

« The ardent lover of mankind will 

not desire an extension of the science of geogra- 
jphv for the mere gratification of curiosity ; he 
will perceive that in the grand scheme of Frovi- 
dence, the remotest things may b^ connected with 
the eternal interests of man, and be made sub- 
servient to the advancement of his felicity. Ta 
England we owe the exulting idea, that the 
double blei^sing of natural and religious know^ 
ledge is making its way into the hut of the re- 
motest savage, and that th^ precise site of a 
mountain, or the course oif a river, is ascertained 
for the pqrpose of furthering the spread of evan- 
gelical truth. 

" If the different po.wers in Europe had 

been as eager for the? last twenty years tip pro- 
mote peace on earth and good-will tpinen, a^ 
tliey have to encourage the reign of uniyersi^ 
discord, the most astonisbiiig resultpimighil^av^ 
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been expected. But whilst we have to lament 
that the lust of ambition and desire of conquest 
are the predominating passions, it is fateful to 
observe the silent progress of civil and religious 
light, leading, as we are taught to anticipate, to 
a two-fold emancipation of the human race. 

" But, on J 1 feel desirous that our in-^ 

erease in virtue may keep pace with our other 
attainments, and that those talents which are 
given us for a wise purpose,, may not once be 
debased by an employment on unprofitable sub« 
jects, I have wished that our friendship might 
tend to accelerate our progress in the best of 
things, and that this will finally be its result 
I have no doubt so long as we awell under thtF 
guidance of the Almighty. 

« W. T.'^ 

To bis young Sister. 

" I often feel anxious on thy account^ when' 
I £ee any one improving rapidly in learning: but 
T hope thou strivest to be contented in thy pire-. 
sent situation. If Providence should 'see meet 
to afford thee a better opportunity of attaining 
those accomplishments due to thy ivative good 
sense, it will ever be one of my chief pleasures 
to afford thee assistance. Some qualifications 
are even now in thy power to cultivate ; piety, 
filial affection, modesty, and industry. Need I 
enlarge on their value, or recommend them to 
thy serious consideration and practice? These 
are not professedly taught in schools, though 
their importance far exceeds all other learning. 
We should be better able to dispense with writ^. 
ing^ arithmetic^ or any other branch of science, 
than with the$e amiahle quatitiea of- the heait,^ 
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which form the cenieuting bond of l^ociety, whe- 
ther savage or refined. 

« W. T." 

To J. A. B. 

"I desire to return thanks to the Divine 
Being*, that He has preserved in my mind to this . 
(fay a relish for the ple^nres of the understand- 
ing*. Whilst so much pains is taken in this dis- 
solute age, to glut the senses with enjoyment, I 
do often feel it matter of gratitude, that my aims 
were early directed to a higher source, and that 
at the period of life when the avenues to vice are 
most numerous. Religion, with her handmaid 
Science, allured me to their peaceful abodes. 
Here 1 have been favoured, not indeed with an 
undisturbed tranquillity, but with such a portion 
of quiet as might be exnected from the trials in« 
cident to humanity, ana that strict vigilance ne- 
cessary to keep in order passions not wholly 
subdued* 

** Uninterrupted happiness in this life seems 
to have formed no part of the plan of Providence; 
and that man who fancies it attainable, experi- 
ence will soon convince of his errqr ; yet it is 
obvious, that most of our regrets and sorrows are 
of our own. making ; and it is probable, that if' 
we were to labour as £(ssiduously to overcome 
moral evil, as we do in the accumulation of know-* 
ledge, an improvement would be witnessed, and 
its concomitant peace would be the inmate of 
our bosoms. Far, however, as the intellectual 
treasures amassed by some, are from adorning 
our holy religion, it was evidently meant, that 
our minds ^ould be informed as well as rcgu- 
la'ed. 

^' Tb^ accjuisitipn of knowledge is in itself an 
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imperious doty; yet the Almighty graciously con- 
fers on the performer of this duty, so many inno- 
cent Ratifications, that eveiitually, what was a 
forced, becomes a .voluntary act, and duty and 
inclination go hand in hand. Many and fragrant 
are the flowers strewn in this path ; but unless 
the mind be delicately alive to virtuous emotions, 
the flowers will be passed unheeded, and their fra- 
grance be unperceived. For want of this sharp- 
ened perception, how small is the improvement, 
though the number of readers is great. Indeed, 
whether we read books, or men, or the o^reat 
volume of nature, the same results follow fi^m a 
negligent or an indolent perusal. 

"In the visible creation of God, it is strikingly 
obvious, how kw suffer the most sublime pheno- 
mena to arrest their notice. The most signal dis- 
plays of divine power and skill, are seen by ma- 
ny with listless apathy ; even the harmony of a 
system is considered by their grovelling minds 
with no more attention than they would bestow 
on the commonest piece of mechanism. 

" It is but of late that I have sensibly felt the 
want of a classical education. The motley vo- 
lumes which chance threw in my way, have in- 
deed been read with avidity, but the harvest I 
fearisbanen and fruitless. That illogical and 
desultory course of reading which too many 
adopt, and with which I am afraid I stand 
chargeable, answers no other end than to rob us 
of our precious time, for which it confers no equi- 
valent. It is taking a circular instead of a direct 
road to knowledge. Extensive tracts seem to be 
traversed, when in fact no progress is made. In 
the course of the journey, too, such a variety of 
objects present themselves, that they enter the 
niind in utter confusion. 
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** Taste is seldom found whollj? iDhere&t 5 at 
least, without proper and timely cultivation, h 
lies latent and unseen, like^ the statue in a block 
of marble/ 

" The most perfect models of excellence ought 
to be incessantly held up to youth. The memory 
of the ingenious youth is retentive, and his curio- 
sity ardent ; it is therefore the most proper sea- 
son for acquiring languages. If the opportunity 
be suffered to escape, he will ^ave entered on the 
great stage of life, and will seldom have leisure 
to pursue studies foreign' to the performance of 
his part. But should he possess both leisure and 
inclination, how hardly will he btJ induced to pass 
the vestibule of learning, wlien he ought to be 
reposing in its sanctuary. It is the summit of the 
hill of science, to which his ambitious views are 
directed, while before the gate of languages, the 
only safe and sure passage, he sits down in a des- 
pair, which terminates in dis^gust. That literary 
enthusiast J. J. Kousseau, an^ongst other errone- 
ous schemes, proposes not to meddle with scho- 
lastic acquirement till the age of ten or twelve 
years ; but the Spartan king would have told 
him, boys ought to be learning <sueh things as 
they were to know and practise when they be- 
<:ame men,' Time is too valuable, and life 
too short, to waste in generalities: the mind 
is to be early inured to labour, and taught by 
short and vigorous sallies, to make those cou- 
quests, which are to form the crown of its ma- 
turer years. 

• " The important business of education ought 
to commence with the first dawn of reason. Not 
that I would recommend too premature an initia- 
tion into the tedious branches of learning; but it 
would at least be desirable, that oa the first intro^ 
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Auction of children into our company, we should 
accustom them to hear good sense^ instead of 
beiu^ an echo to the jargon of the nursery, and 
helpmg to spround them in the most absurd super-* 
Btition. Well might a certain Roman emperor 
return thanks that he had had an excellent tutor, 
and had found the like blessing for his children. 
When we consider the difficulty of the task, and 
the incompetency of most men to its proper exe-** 
cution, it may indeed be pronounced a capital 
bl«8sing» 

To his young Brother^ 

*< Penkethy Nov. Ibth^ 1815. 

f< -•*.-* - Thine is a period of life when the 
mind, as yet unfurnished with ideas, is but too 
easily impressed with the tone of surrounding 
objects ; whatever weans the charnfs of noyeity 
and pleasure is eagerly pursued by the unsus^ 
pecting youth : the tempers, the habits, and the 
tlispositions of those with whom he associates, are 
frequently copied, and the morning of bis days, 
which he ougiit, like holy Samuel, to dedicate to 
bis God, is often laade the introduction to vice, 
und the commencement of irretrievable ruin. 

^* To prevent so awful a termination, it will be 
necessary for tbee to t^egin life well. JBndeavoifr 
with all thy might to practise every virtue* Shuu 
the very appearance of vice, A two-fold curse 
attends the wicked ; mtsevable in this tvorld, they 
wilt also experience eternal misery in that whidU 
is to come. Neither illustrious rank, nor spleti- 
did abilities are sufficient to quiet the gnawing^ 
of a wounded conscience, nor lessen the bofrors 
of a guilty souL So heinous is sin in tlie sight of 

K 
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a pure and all-seeing God, that the most terrible 
vengeance has been Fepeatedly den ou need 
against it. If we m ere to offend a king or an 
emperor, we should expect some marks of dis- 

Eleasure to follow^ how much less then can we 
ope to pass unpunished if w-^ offend the Majesty 
pf Heaven i Nay, we cannot escape, for a book 
ef Fecord is kept, and Christ himself hfis assured 
us we WY)st stand before his throne to receive re- 
wards or punishroenlft according* to the deedn 
done in the body. 

**The Holy Scriptures contain the most ample 
proofs of the Almighty's hatred to sin. Adam 
and Eve for their di«5obedience were expelled the 
garden of Eden with a flaming swore! : and no 
ijooner were th^ inhabitants of tne earth overrun 
with coiTUption aad wickedness, than there wa« 
«ent a great flood which swept thera away. 

« ^ - . . . « ^ The coming of our Lord and Sa- 
viour Jesus Tilhrist was the most important evevii 
w^hich ev'er happened since the creation of the 
warldi To this sublime «vent all the typic^ 
rites and ceremonies -of the Jews had a direct 
.reference. IJo this they were constantly directed 
to look by tiieir priests, prophets, aqd patriarchs, 
.as to a time when the Messisji would set up his 
kingdom on earth, and establish universal coi>- 
-cora amongst men« But^ alasJ they mistook the 
meaning of the prophecie^^ It was an outward 
kingdoDi which th^ looked for, and the glitter- 
ing pomp of an earthly throne. Hence they were 
disappointed, and recused to believe in Christ, 
who aeclared: <.My kingdom is not of this worlds' 
■ and who sought no throne but the hearts of his 
disci^eflf. 

" The ignorant Jen^9 hoped to have been led by 
Hu»i to triumph over their ^c^xiies, and to 



WIXLIAM THOMi^sdy. 108 

T»;tablisfa on the ruins of other nations a universal 
monarchy. But for no such t)itrpose was he senK 
He came to heal the broken-hearted; t»TeeIaim 
the wandering- penitent;^, td dikgee^ to the souls 
and bodies of men; and to- purchase by his pre<- 
cious blood those mansions of rfory which are 
prepared for such as do hisr will- ror these dr- 
▼ine, benevolent purposes- cHd h^quit his^ throne 
of inaccessible liglit, and clothe mnself with hx^ 
inanity. No worldly views^ no^^ aspiring after 
Tidbes or ag'grttndizenient marked his precept^;, 
on the cohtraryiie embraced a voluntary peverty, 
and left costly apjmrel and soft raiment to tlJe 
voluptuary, ffe-sought no* distinction bijt whcrt 
'l-esulted from his-superior Virtue,- and cheerfully 
Jed' the way^ for his bumble followers from sorrow 
to rejoicing,, and from a cruel* nsartyrdom to^ a 
crown of immortal glory^ 

^^What a feltci'tv must Arbave been to have 
«een and conversed with our blessed Redeemer,, 
to have ^azed on his placid heavenly 60unleiianc«^ 
jor sat, like one of old, at his feet, silently im* 
bibiug the dew of his heavenly inatruetion. We 
have not| it is true^ this- enviable privilege, but 
we have that precious book, the New Testament,, 
in our possession— a book which contains more 
^pure morality,, and more sublime doctrines than 
anyolher extant —the only book which teaches 
us to love our enemies, to do good to thent th^t 
hate us, and pray for those that despitefully use 

To R. O. 

^Penketh. 

* I hope wte shall eacli of us* be preserved in 
the principles and practice of virtue, thatthei^ 
may be an iiiereasing bond of union betw^n us. 
il2 
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Uany otb«r sources of firiendsbip there are, bo^ 
Jhey are polluted aacl will gradually sink .into 
oblivion. This is the only durable .basis, aud on 
it a superstructure, may be raised, which wiU 
survive the wreck of tiine. 

** I thank God that religious impressions wer# 
, not only early but deeply laid in my mind^ These 
feelings have of late oeen awakened with pecno 
liar force : I hl^e been led as in days past to cunt- 
sider the few momenls ei my existence as an sd« 
mo8t undistingxiishable point in the boundless 
Toid of eternity^ What ro^m then, I have cried, 
is there for wasting one of those jprecious mcHnents. 
in trilling pursuits. Shall we abridge that period 
which is already too short to allow us- to nil up 
those innuinarable duties, w4iich, as reasonable 
.creatures, devolve upon ust? My determination at 
present is to engage iu na 9tudies which do not 
enlarge my sphere of usefulness, and to associate 
mty with si»eh mien; and books, as may tend to mf 
unproYQment, in true wisdom* 

The school, vacation at the end of the year 
1816, was spent partly with bis parents at Lowton„ 
and partly on a visit to a friend at Liverpool. 
Whilst at the latter place his mind received some 
peculiarly forcible religious impressions, which 
appear to have produced in him an increased se« 
nousness. He alludes to this in some of the foI« 
lowing letters* 

Penkethy January lO^A, 1816* 

'Via the. fluctuating state of earthly friend^ 
ships which have for their basis self love, and 
hypocrisy and deceit for a bond of unioui there 
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is iiotiiiag> to desire, nothing worth wishing for. 
^it wfa^i friendship is founded upon tlielove of, 
truth, when the bonds of a fraternal affection are 
sanctified by the true prineipJe® of Christianity, 
'tvlien the good of our neighbour is preferred to 
pur own, is there not reason to believe that Pro* 
vTidence will preserve this friendship, that lie wiU 
iocline our hearts to serve Him witn fideKty,. and 
4o h>ve one another with more tenderness and. aiw 
feetionf • 

«♦-:>* -> The Eog^lisb IaRguage,ia my opihidn^ 
<^ possesses that happy fiexibiliry which qualifies it 
^a»t;maiti«mr;fortneg^ve,.orthe gay^ lor the dry 
Aicioms' of metaphysical researeb^^ oi- the miDSft 
•gtom&gaiwi'vivid colours of po^cal kas^Bation* 
i^treogth and copiousness are its charaeteristics, 
Attdifin some inslances^ it^is thought inferior m 
^elegance to- die Gtreek and Roman tongues^ the 
\9iinpli^ity of its grammar^^and ihe.energi^tte forc^ 
of its idioms, together with the vast copiav^rbe^ 
jrt^mvit contains, may be deemed fully ^quivaleatv 
If to^adrait va.rieties of style beau essKiit^Tequtv 
•sitef-wliera shall w0 fiud a wider ^ofitrast>v tuau. 
the. senttntious brevity ^o£ Swift ,^ and tbcidifiiiV 
sive elegasLce of Shaft^sbltryJ If a resemUaiu^ 
•bet^veen the sound ,and: Abe sense, cbfitribule to 
:the peiieciion of a laTi^uage» numbers of JE^iigtish 
jvords: will .beifoiuid.to>gQi&sess tbitiiastooii^hing 
analogy. . . " ' ' * 

t . " But wfairst iodtt%iog this '^paoegy ricr. I feel 
-strongly remiaded mat nil existiug^ianguagm 
are but so man$^ memenlos' of btunaa. folly 
and ambition ; and^ thltl«:ibvlletbar employed as 
iisebicles ^urthe disl^iaiiiationicof religiojts kuowy 
Jedg«, or. the advancement . of natuml seieact.^ 
€are.ah9Hld.betak«ii>J^M;s9Us0 isiuot ^Wi&codk 
K. a 
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to sound, and that the awful form of tmth be not 
bowed to the intricacies of style, or made to serve 
the ostensible purposes of criticism* The enquiry 
with me, is not so much what niceties of arrange* 
ment a language is capable of« as who are the 
men of acknowledged probity, vtrtub, and abilityv- 
who have trritten m iti Minds of the :first order 
Cultivate the language of the nation in which Pro« 
vidence cave them birth, and whatever may be 
its natural defects, generally succeed in transfos*- 
isg into the souls of others, their own superior 
energies. 

•* The power of rhetoric, when properly addres* 
•ed to both the understanding and the passions^ 
is so universal, that all nations concur in decree^ 
ing eminence to the man who possesses the talent 
of extemporaneous eloquence* The ancient 
^nked no qualification with this rare etne; nor 
can the impetus communicated in their popular 
assemblies be ascribed to any other cause but 
^he rapid, vehement, effusions of oratory, 1 
eonceive, however, that in the infancy of this 
art amongst the early Greeks, it must have ex* 
isted in a sinrilar form to that whidi novr obtaian 
aooong the savage Indians. Sentiments wrought 
up to the highest enthusiasm, extravagant hyper- 
bole and, violent gesticulation were substituted 
for that mild tone of ratiocination which a move 
polished state of society requires. 

>< . Still a love of reason bids me hesitate 

in exchanging sound argument for fiimsy decla^ 
Dfiation. Ferhaps, when we compare the state 
^ our physicd knowledge with that of the 
ancient% and consider thai the ^briows li^htof 
the gospel has dispelled those crude, visionary 
aotionsywhieh floated in the minds of the Roman 
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populace, we shall be less surprised at tlie sober 
aiv which modern rhetoric has assumed. Tbe 
Heathen, however dig^nified in other respects^ 
had not the cheering* Tight of revelation : nence 
di^ absurd notion of a cosmogony, in which his 
deities possessed human passions. The transi- 
tion to tne deification of heroes^ living or dead; 
was easy; and to this imaginary deification, we 
maj impQte part of the enthusiam created by 
tfaetr popular harangues. Happily for us,, we 
lire in times when the nature of man^ and the 
relation. he holds with his inaker> are more dis- 
ttn<^lv ascertained ; when the politician or the 
preacher is only acknowledgea as a delegate^ 
and is known to have some of tho infirmities com-- 
mon to mankind* 

♦ • u The greater our watchfulness and in- 

t^rity of hearty the brighter and more active is 
the i^ate of our mental faculties* I have some- 
times e]iperienced this in a remarkable manner ^ 
itnd lam convinced, the natural and experimen- 
tal philosopher would derive very important aid 
from the belief^ that inward peace with God 
^l^tifies to attain to a more intimate knowledge 
of the outward and visible creation. Robert Hall^ 
in one of his sermons^ has said of reliction, that 
* IPe^sions pore and calm, with habituid serenity,, 
Ae full enjoyment of life, undistorb^d by the 
dread of dissolution, or tbe ^r of an hereafter,, 
are its invaluable gifts/ They are truly invalu- 
able; nor can we ever be sufiicientiy grateful,, if 
amidst the alluring baks of time and sense, tfaie 
' detraction of business, and the difficulties pecu- 
liar to our station, we are preserved in a quiet, 
eontepted, thankful frame; when we are abb tb^ 
fltaad amidst internal and ext^iMl stonns, thta 
objects ^tbe blessed promise^ < Thon irilt ke^ 
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him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed oir 
thee, because he trusteth in theeJ 

**^ There !« asort of honesty of heart rolating t<^ 
sniail, and apparently inoiffereDt matters, too 
little known,. I 'fear, amongst Ghri«tian ^anfli- 
dates. This mortification of the- wiH in triiliogf,. 
or what the apoKt)^ terms,, lawful things, is in- 
deed rarely beard of;, while i^ is certain, it coiv- 
stitutes a principal and leading featafe of that 
religion^- whose blessed Founder himself gave 
Ibe example. 

" ^ - I never read Mosheim : his learmng:! 

am informed, is unquestionable ;liis veracity not 
equally so. Joseph Giirney Bevan-refates hh 
misrepresentation of Eriendsand riieir prinetpltes^i. 
Ifeel curious to know what Mosheim saysf of the 
Ebionites, Nazarenes^ Gn«>sticisp, and other early* 
heretics and heresiarchs, as there is much saiil 
re8])ect}ng them in Doctor Hors}ey*9 able and 
spirited controversy with the great Unitm*iaft> 
ctiampion^ Doctor Priestley.: Few mren besides. 
Dr. Horsley had tho learning and* acutenes^ 
necessary to defeat so^ able an. antagonist r and 
though the stitfness and ai»thoritativetoneef tbe 
. prelate are sometimes diseemifole, Dr; Horsley 
may be considered m having very eflectttaily 
.served our common cause* The admirers of Df.. 
Priestley ought to ktiow^ that his general credit 
,as a faithful eeclemastical-higtorian and itnterpre- 
ter of the early fathers, is quite set asride by tte 
wilful perversions cited by the Arehdeacoii of 
'St. Albans* In his investigations intO' the pro- 
perties of matter, we may allow the extent of 
.Dr. PriestlifyV learning to hav« been i«ery great, 
<butdoes it follow that he was therefore -fit. to ex- 
plain the oracles of Godf Oh! the hai«flltfabtiia» 
']?es«lted fiiom the xme of i^nsanctified Jeaniing^ii^ 
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« . . 1 have often desired and believed^ 

that God would draw tbee to a nearer, and more 
intimate contemplation of His Dirine perfections, 
and would say, as his an^el said in the apdcalyp- 
tic visions : * Come up Bibber [hither J»' I am 
sensible of the very humiliating, feeling which 
must have attended an obedience to the command. 
But herein is the amazing condescension of th« 
Redeemer manifested ; that dust and ashes, nay 
sinful dust and ashes, are permitted to stand in 
his presence, and made an instrument in further^ 
log his kingdom on earth. 

To 

<* The intelligence I had of the death of thy 
d^ husband was very. afflicting; that of thy 
dear, son not equally so, as I was encouraged to 
jhope his reosioval would be from suffering to re- 
joicing, a release fromlbe pain of disease, and tha 
danger of youthful temptatiQias* Hard indeed it 
must have been, to receive without murmiiring, 
these deep and awful trials, I have endeavoured 
to impart what poor counsel was with me to give, 
when I have recollected, that the consolations of 
the Lord were neither few nor small; that be was 
the God of David, of Daniel, of Jonah; that 
great peace was the portion of those who kept his 
statutes, and that, didst thou look to Him in true 
simtplicity of heart, he would fortify thee with 
patience, and confer a healing virtue even on the 
cup of bitterness; 

*^0h! for sti'onger arid more perfect faith, to 
believe that His ways are true and righteous ; 
that His appointments are.just an.d merciful ; and 
that all things, however unpromising in appear-* 
once, shall work together tor good to them th^t 
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love God. It is this Immble, thankful frame of 
mind, and this alone, that can tin^e with bright- 
ness tjje darkest clouds; nay, it can, for a mo- 
ment, rend away the aloomy veil of poverty, 
trials, and afHictions^ and reveal the transporting^ 
prospect of an eternity of Miss. I am anxious 
for thee,, as time continues its silent progress^ 
and as thy maternal solicitudes, in rearing- a 
humorous family increase,, that thy spiritual 
strength and needful attainments may iiKrease 
also. I covet for thee, withmvself, that humility 
and lowlfness of heart may adorn the inner rnair^ 
looking" to our great pattern, and conforming our 
lives in all things, to the light He has graciously 
bestowed. 

'^ It is a great i^fid solemn exercise to walk at all 
times uprightly, secretly to practise seIf-deQiliT» 
and through faithfulness, to become a pillar in 
Zion, an honourable stone in the temple of the 
Holy One ; and this I believe is the Lord's will 
concerning us; nor am I without hopes» that w& 
'shall be enabled to walk worthy of our high call^ 
in^, and to make 6ur election sure. 

I trust that ere I see thee I shall become a 
member of the Society. It se^m9 as if nothing: 
less would complete the peace I have for son;^e 
time been faroured with. And in the concerii 1^ 
feel on this subject^ thy advice is feelingly 
brought to my remembrancer want of opportu*- 
nity prevents me from enlarging. I have a. tole- 
rably full school, which,, together with a studioua. 
mind in an infirm body, leaves mo, b»it littlb^ 
leisure. 
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To — — 

" Penketh, 3d mo. 2c/. 1816. 
♦'The calmiBtatectf the political world, and 
«iy almost total seclusion from the flowery paths 
^"literature, would scarcely leave rae a toprc to 
write on, if there were not certain points of re- 
semblance in the human mind, certain sentiments 
endeared by their imporllftnce, which, ind^pen^ 
dent of' rank or profesj^ion, employ the contem- 
plative moments ^f all ntistu loe great ocean ^f 
truth laying before us, we can surely never want 

►a sufcrject for discussiottr for vast as this ocean is, 
we may safely embark, taking the compass of 

•right reason, and the telescope of revelation, as 

our assistants. 

^' Without this blessed medium of vision, all is 

'Wmpfled in mis^ and uncertainty. Vain were the 
Bttempt, thoiigii gifted with e^^ry natural talent, 

;^o pierce with the eye ^f reason^ those intermin- 
ahle regions of joy or despair beyond the grave. 
The Stagyrite Philosopher, wai^ perhaps equal 
to any mortal in» intellectual vigour, yet now 
obscHre were his notions on the nature and at- 
tributes of the Divine Being! S4M;rates was a 

. model of prudence, wisdom, and moral rectitude, 
but he, too, doubted as the close of his earthly 
probation drew near. Blessed revelation ! which 

' dispels alike, crude conjectures, and melancholy 
anticipations ! which gives patience in suffering 

' bere, and ptiints to an ui^speakable, endless bliss 
hereaftei' ! Blessed revelation I which openeth a 
way for the siniple, believing soul, to attain to a 
present, and everlasting salvation* Great indeed, 
was the condescension of Infinite Goodness, who 
manifested His glory to the patriarchs and pro- 
phets of old) stooping to their understandings by 
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many striking^ emblems in communicatiug His 
^vill to mankincL 

^* The law, with its symbolical rites and £^ures 
formed an admirable introduction to the liberaf 
ispirit of the gospe]. The ceremonies enjoined^ 
having perfonnea a two-fold office, in conyincing 
many of their ineiiicacy, as to sprinkling the con- 
science from dead works^ and in having preserved 
tie royal line of David, from mixtiii-e with im- 
pure, idolatrous nations; all things being ready, 
in (he fulness of time was ushered in the Divine 
Majesty of the Messialu 

"There results to me a delightful exultation, 
from meditating on the outward advent of our 
common Saviour. The love, the mercy, the con- 
descension of the Deity^ are here displ.ayed in the 
liigbest degree; and from the joy evinced by the 
angelic host, in their aununcietion to the shep- 
herds, there is reason to l)elieve, it was a moment 
of univei*sal triumph throughout the hierarchies 
lof heaven* What feelings must have been those 
of Simeon, who^ praying daily for the appearance 
of the consolation of Israel, at length embraced 
ihe. holy child Jesus? His fears dispersed, his 
trembling hopes realized, he had been spared 
to see the commencement of the reign of grace, 
of that kingdoin, whose continuance and prospe- 
rity his prophetic vision would descry, wnilst its 
lexteut would appear illimitable, and its dufation 
without end« 

^^ All the watchings of an anxions pilgrimage 
were repaid: ''Lord,. now lettest thou thyservsnt 
departin peace, for mine eyes have seen thy sal- 
vation/' Such was the testimony of one who had 
witnessed the outward appearance of Christ; 
licfw much more lively ought to be our own, who 
«iay become the blessed subjects of iik inward 
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und spiritual apnearancc in the heart! For 1 do 
heMevOf (how snort soever we may be in attain- 
ment) that this is the day of his promise, and tfiat 
the influence of bis Holy Spirit is et^n now ready 
to sanctify and cleanse us from all sin. Odear 
friend! I hare had deep exercises since I saw thee, 
a searching as of the inmost parts. It was the 
second evening of my visit to Liverpool that a 
solemn weight ^nd inquiry came over me, and the 
cry of my soul was, to learn my real state and si- 
tuation« There seemed a want of sight as well 
as humility. To thee, who bast experienced the 
boundless extent of redeeming love, I need not 
observe, that the result was solid peaoe. I 
had anticipated the many amusing hours I 
should spend in the AthenteuiH : the great room 
in Marble-street, and other public exhibition^ 
had had their share in the account : but such a 
solemn stillness and internal calm did I enjoy 
during the rest of my visit, that I durst not give 
Uny interruption, by partaking u( superfluous 
amusements* I felt however, freedom to search 
out the rare and the curious in T« T«'s collection 
of books. 

^ No moments are so sweet to me, so full of 
existence, as those quick and full recollectioM 
of the nature, end, and dignity of man ; of the 
rapidity of time,^ and the immeasurable length 
of eternity ; of the unspeakable glory 6f the 
X]^reator, and his adorable Qvercy andgoudness to 
his creatures. Such season^ are really like the 
prospect from Mount Pisi^h, when we can sud- 
denly leave .earth, with ita anxious cares, and 
fixing our view on the land of our inheritance, 
tealize by a lively faitt) its present possession, 

^^Yet I believe tbat a depeuding, sutfering 
istate contributes to mental health, and a daitp 
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exercise in the cross. Oh! it is a great thing to 
know our wills subjected to the Lord's will, to 
possess the two-fold qualification of serpentine 
wisdom with dove-like iunocency. Great indeed 
is the mystery of Godliness. God made manifest 
in the flesh, once offered up for the sins of all, 
and now visiting by his Holy Spirit, the souls of 
all those who love his appearance. 

To J. R. 

*^Penketh, 21«<«3d mo. 1816. 
** It is astonishing, how many biisy principles 
of action there are at work in society, all of which 
are elFecting what must be undone again with 
sorrow. What anxious moments are spent in be- 
dizening the body, whilst the amiable qualities 
of the mind remain unctiltivated and waste ! What 
running to playhouses, to dinners, to levees, to 
watering places! Here is one out of breath with 
pursuing popular applause; another brooding 
with delight over an empty title just conferred 
on him. In short, the greatest diligence is used 
oy many thousands, to accelerate their descent 
in the broad way that leadeth to destruction: 
t)road as it is, there is scarcely room for the croud 
of infatuated votaries, who, uncbncernedly fill its 
passage, and apparently sink to rise no more. 
But dost thou see on yonder plain covered with 
brambles, a solitary path, so narrow as to be bare- 
ly discernible? A few people of both sexes, ani- 
mated by a belief of its glorious termination, are 
carefully endeavouring to keep the rectilinear 
direction of the road: thcfy seem to be mostljr 
iveepitig, not that they are either discontented, or 
afi'aid of the ravenous beasts which incessantly • 
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towl on either side, but tfaeir hearts ar^ pene* 
trated and broken, with a sense of their Ue- 
cleemer's love, and of the adorable condescen« 
i^ion which every moment sustains and preserves 
them. With these tried^ self-denying few% ray 
i|K>ul hath uivity ; with those,, who, through great 
tribulation, have washed their robes in the Mood 
of the Lamb,. I bless God,. I feel a near and 
dear unity* Oh, my dear friend, the heart- 
searching power which I have felt this winter! 
il ba» been as a probe to the very inmost reins. 

" I was ior some time insensi)>le what was do- 
ing in me» though tfett constrained to use daily 
a very solenui piause,. previous to dismissing the 
scholars^ and was often led into deep and profit 
table meditations on time, heaven, eternity, &c. 
Christmas I looked forward to with peculiar plea- 
sure^ as I intended to accept an invitation to 
ip^nd a week with T. T« of Liverpool* Thou art 
||Ot unacquainted with the literary gratifications 
which that town affords, as the Athenseum, de- 
jbating society, botanic garden. Sec. and of thes6 
1 had formea large anticipations. But it was 
saercifully ordered, that my enjoyments were of 
a higher nature, and my peace, established on a 
firmer foundation* I arrived in Live/pool after 
several curious occurrences, on a seventh day 
evening, and retained my usual spirits till latg 
on second day night; when, retirins* to bed, I was 
seized with such a solemn sense of the Divine pre- 
sence and my own un worthiness, as I never be- 
ifore knew. Give me humility and lowliness of 
heart, was my incessant cry. All other wishes 
and inclinations were taken away; it was the 
whole desii^ of my soul, and great indeed was 
the self-abasedness which was mercifully given. 
Ob| the watchfulness, the peace, the solid en- 
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joynient I tasted during the remainder of tBat 
week! I sat under the vine, and its fruit was 
sweet to my taste : I could say with Peter^ Lord» 
thou knowest I love thee. Nor have I yet lost» 
(tbrdugh unutterable mercy,) this blessed ex- 
perience : my heart is daily dijssolved al the sight 
of infinite goodness, and every meeting is as the 
refreshings of the' former and the latter rain* 
How forcibly have ihe days of my first visitation 
been revived to my recollection, when, about 
the age of fourteen, I mingled my drink with 
tears, and looked for the salvation of the Lord» 
more than for the morning light! And in this 
state of fear and watchfulness, I have felt a 
tenderness in regard to preserving the testimony 
borne by ancient friends in dress, language, &c* 
which things thou wilt recollect I had devia^d 
from. And it has been brought before me m 
^iich weightiness of spirit, with respect to the 
propriety of applying for a nearer union with 
Friends ; but not seeing my way clear enough 
jn this particular^ I wish to wait for further 
cQunseK 

" Oht my dear friend, the sweetness that re- 
sults from a daily and hourly self-denial ! from a 
Jielding up without any secret reservation to the 
and of the refiner! His will, I believe, is no- 
thing less than our sanctification, body, sou?, 
and spirit, and a purity and simplicity in the in- 
most thoughts. And respecting knowledge, I 
have seen clearly, that that kind is most to be 
desired, which conduceth to moral rectitude, and 
which, laying open the frailty and weakness of 
humanity, teacheth us where to apply for strength i 
a knowledge which maketh wise unto salvation. 
But a knowledge of the sciences, and physical 
operations of the material world, when ur 
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soned. by grace, is similar in natare> (tbough^ 
inferior in degree) to that which the devils possess, 
for they may be supposed to far exceed us in 
understanding the occult causes of thitigs ; but 
as it is merely knowledge, unmixed with a spark 
of goodness, they are not thereby rendered the 
less miserable. Yet a life of self-denial, and in- 
ward comniuaion with God^ does not preclude a 
proper and reasonable investigation of His works ; 
on the contrary, it stimulates to a search and 
admiration of ev«ry thing which bears the 
stamp of a divine band, and to such a soul,. 
tl^e print of Uis^ footsteps is perpetually dis- 
coverable*. 

To R. O^ 

"^ Penkethy Ath mo. 18, 1816;. 

*^ Who cam tell, anfiidst the blaze of 

jutellect which has distinguished the commence- 
ment'of the nineteenth century,, if scruples may 
BOt arise and multiply on the' unchristian, ina- 
moral, inhuman tendency,., of war? Very many,., 
J am persuaded,, in various congregations, are 
already convinced of it,- but are kept in a kind of 
lukewarm, indifferent state, concerning the mat- 
lelr, owing, it is to be feared,, to the avowed ap- 
probation given it by their teachers.. What then 
js to be done f While the ^prince of the powelr 




jiuipossible) that pre^disposing causes, in the 
.band of Providence, may eifect such a universal 
.ehapge and revolution in the mind»of men, a$ 
/Rfty finally extirpate the root of bitterness,. a,nai 

L 3 
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the tree desired for the healing of the nations^' 
may flourish in its stead* 

"Qhl that we may individually aplproach a 
nearer conformity to that Divine Person^ who has 
set the example of meekness, forgiveness, and 
love, to his followers! 

" *s very sudden removal is an awful 

meniento, wj)ich I earnestly wish may be im-> 
proved by survivors. It has been remarked, that 
every thing in nature has a warning voice, which 
indeed is the ease to a reflecting mind. But 
when death actually makes his visits, and with 
relentless band separates beloved relations or 
dear friends, the subject then assumes a tangible 
shape ; we feel as if a slender thread was allthat 
connected us with time. As if, tottering on the 
brink of a precipice, the most trifling casualty 
might serve to force us into the abyss of eternity. 
Amongst the enigmas which perplex the studier 
of Human Nature, perhaps none is more strange 
than the inaptitude we feel towards the contem- 
plation of a future state. Immersed in the caresv 
the pleasures, and follies of present existence^ 
thousands, nay millions, sail trana uilly down the 
stream of life, without the knowlectge of any des- 
tined port; the haven of rest and bliss has rarely 
occupied their thoughts for a moment ; and un* 
less snatched from perdition by a miracle of grace^ 
they sink to rise no more. 

^^ Can we ever, amidst this devastating pros- 
pect, sufficiently prize our privileges? f^ossess- 
mg a love, an ardent love of literature, we have 
l>een guided through its manifold snares, and 
taught its relative value and dependence on 
truth* Impressed with awfully sublime views 
of the nature and attributes of the Deity, the 
imperfeetion of man^ and the immeasurable 
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Teirgth of that eternity4o which be is swiftly hos- 
leDingy we have been induced^ 1 hope^ to endea- 
vour after that purity of heart, which inny give 
boldness in the nour of triaU and confidenc'e at 
the day of judgment, A wondrous admiration of 
the richness and extent of the Divine* JMerey, will^ 
I am persuaded, form part of the employment of 
glorined spirits ; as it so often excites a mixture 
of rejoicing and astonishment in those who are 
yet toiling in the wilderness of this world. 

To ~ a 

bth month 20ih, 1816. 

« In the great mass of society we 

perceive various degrees of union to exist between 
individuals. The interests of commerce, the 
compacts of social life, and the pursuits of artists 
and literary men are the causes of the most com- 
mon ; but in my. opinion there can be no perma- 
nent assimilation of soul, which has not religion 
. for its foundation. 

*^ It is true the frivolity of some,, land the false 
sentimentality of others, continually display the 
enjoyment of an apparent happiness in tneir con- 
.nections; but on meeting the chilling blasts of 
adversity or death, the film mostly disappears, 
and they are left friendless and comfortless to 
meet the storm. Pride has its resources, genius 
its firmness, and the worst passions may be em- 
ployed in resolutely braving the hour of danger: 
but religion alone can inspire that fortitude which 
has humility for its basis, which takes away fear, 
not by apathy or presumption, but by revealing 
superior love and superior consolations. 

<^ I am perhaps more led into these remarks 



129 I.ETTBRS| &€• OF 

from baring j list taken a last farewell of adoar 
and bonoured friend, who is in tbe last stage of 
a consumption ;. unable to articulate, with what 
fervour did be press my hand, and with an ex- 
pressiveness of manner which I shall never for- 
get ! To him,. I said, as I mournfully left tbe 
room, what is ail that this world can aifotd ? 
Beauty, wealtb, knowledge^ are alike unavailing ;; 
the ground is sliding from under his feetr and a 
few hours more will conduct him to eternity.. 
Wbat a satisfaction to reflect,, that at such a mo- 
ment,, the consolations of religion are bis! Un* 
der its divinely regulating influence, his life has 
been irreproachable; and I feel no: doubt butfii? 
death will be glorious. iJbl if the proficients in 
tfa^ science of war, if the desolators of kingdoms,, 
receive such pompous epithets, in what language 
ought we to speak of the christian, who, haying 
spent a whole life in pursuits of active benevo-^- 
lence, is just laying down the toils of his warfare f 
His labours are at length termin£|ted,. his commis« 
sion fulfilled, bis doubts and fears swallowed up- 
in the prospect of victory- a spectacle this, woTt 
thy of men and angels. May we oursdives real-' 
ize it by a faithful perseverance in those steps oT 
duty and self-denial,, which can alone, through: 
feith, give confidence in the hour of trial !■ 

^ What an era has the opening of the nines*- 
teenth century become I The abolition of tb^ 
murderens traffic the Slave Trade.; the.formatioir 
«f the Bible Society ; the extension and increase 
of Missionary Societies; the national system of' 
education for the poor ; and talents,, with splendid 
rank; employing their conjoined forces in ihe^ 
support of a thousand benevolent institutionsy. 
to the defeat of ignorance^ and the alieviatton o£* 
human woe*. 
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^Donbtkss there are peculiar seasons and 
iimesy when tile visitations of Divine Grace are 
more powerfully and universally acknowledged ; 
may we tkot presume^ from the signs of the times^ 
that this is at least the cominencement of such a 
period ? A general bond of fraternity seems to 
prevail throus^hont the followers of Christ ; and 
we already take by the right hand of fellowship^ 
the .converted Hindoo, the African, or the friendhr 
Catholic, of which last there are many thousancfs 
pn the continent. No one can so fully appreciates 
these signs as the christian who has proved the 
efficacy of divine truth in his own soul* 

<(-«..-•« Amongst those who have bid adieu 
to the debasing pleasures of sensuality, and haver 
taken up their lot with the self-denying few» 
there are still many obstacles in the way to chris- 
tian perfection, i he refinement of literary plea- 
sures, or the abstractions of mathematical re- 
search* will too often lower the standard of zefi}, 
or cool the ardour of devotional feelings. Some 
are carried away with poetry, to others a meta<» 
physical chain of reasoning offers a strong temp- 
tation, AH, however, whose peiruliar occupa- 
tions compel them to lay in stores of scientific 
knowledge, experience the necessity of keeping^ 
bumble, and employing the weapons of watch- 
fulness and prayer. To the intelligent christian 
there i^ yet another source of disquiet^he doubts 
which his invaluable, but finite reasoning powers 
are ready.enough to create, are too often confirroed 
by the many secret or open attacks constantly 
made on the blessed doctrine of revelation t 
they are to be met with in one shape or other in 
innnmerable books. Oh! that 1* could here de- 
clare what my soul feels for thee ; my anxiouit 
desire that thou mayest enjoy the peculiar care qf < 
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the s^reat Head of the Church, Jesdsr Christ thV 
Redeemer. Cherish His precious name ; Jet it 
lay near thy heart, and may the period never ape- 
rive, when, deluded by the false light of sceptir 
cism, thou art no long^er anxious to be reckoned 
an integral part of his self-denying followers. 

" With regard to the trying profession thoii' 
hast adopted, 1 can only venture to recommend 
to thy notice, with a reference to that sublime 
< reasoir* which is at all times subservient to reU.*^ 
gion, the precept of an eminent heathen philoso*^ 
pher: Si vh iioi omnia subjicere^ te subjice ra-^ 
tionis. Jjfultos reges, si tatio te rexerit: ab Hid 
fii$4»s mid ei qu^nadodum aggtedi debeasJ 

To J. j1^ 

« Penketh, 7th mo. 14feA, 18I«1 

*• However negligent I may have seemed, t 
do assure thee thou nast often bee» foremost h^ 
jny thoughts, apd my soul hath felt a degree of 
jlinion with thee^ iu the overflowings of tfiat lovj^ 
5vhich is unspeakable. Though no advocate fof 
ihe doctrine of final perseverance, yet I begin to 
think, that a soul which Gad hath once visited,, 
will not easily be suffered to perish in its blood |' 
my own private experience has furnished me^ 
with abundant proofs of the exceeding forbear*^ 
anee of our common Saviour«. Nay, the mere 
restraint of punishmeni is not all ; for fre({uently 
in. the very height of ingratitude and dispbedi<-^ 
ence, we are loaded with the most inestimable^ 
gifts of heaven, and, as it were, 'compelled to 
.come in,' and taste gf tha marriage supper of the- 
I^Amb. 
^^ The lai^t winter and succeeding spring ha^. 
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been with me a time of closer searching- than I 
remember to have experienced at any former pe- 
riod, not excepting even my first convincement. 
i went to Liverpool during the vacation, expect- 
ing* to have derived much pleasure from visiting 
libraries and other public buildings. But OIi ! 
on the second evening of my arrival in that town, 
such a solemn, weighty sense. of the Divine Pre- 
iseuce came over rrie, accompanied with such a 
humiliatin^yiew of my oAvn nothingness, that I 
was made willing to sit, as at the feet of the 

freat Master and Teacher of souls. 1 returned 
ome full of stren^h and faith, and was merci- 
JFully favoured with the enjoyment of a peaceful 
and grateful heart* I set out in the performance 
of the duties of the new year, with new resolu- 
tions, and wilh a strong reliance on my Saviout 
and Preserver* 

*♦ Though the above is not wholly applicable to 
tny present «tate, yet I bless ihe Lord, I feel a 
daily isense of his care and love. Not having 
heard from thee for so long, I can only trust, 
that thou art preserved the same example of pa- 
tience, meekness, humility, and brotherly love. 

« W. T." 

Thus was he gradually refined and with- 
drawn from this world, and prepared for that 
cimoge which he was now so soon to experience. 

Dnrinsf the eight years that have passed in 
review, he was a diligent attender of the meet- 
ings of Friends ; ana although not yet an ac- 
knowledged member of the Society, he was in a 
great measure convinced of the truth of its doc- 
trines, and in almost all things conformed to its 
practice ; he had not yet applied for admission^ 
and his most intimate frienas forbore to urge it. 
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from a firm persuasion, that wbenever lie made, 
the applrcation, it would he the result of a clear 
conviction of the truth of the prin<;iples of the 
Society. This conviction appears to have been 
completed about this time. It will be ^eeu by 
the next letter that the subject had dwelt closely 
upon his mind, and that he had become convince 
*a of the propriety of the practice of the Society, 
in the only remaining particular upon. which he 
hesitated^ or in which be differed from them*. 

To G. a 

. ^ Penketh^ 7tk m(h 23rrf, 1816. 

-«*T have been much exercised in mind since 
1 saw thee; and have been led deeply to eoiisider 
the propriety of a very important step, that of 
Goffering' myself as a member of the Society. In 
this subject I hope Ihave not been engaged from 
any lesser influetice than a desire to conform to 
the Divine manifestations which have been open-, 
ed in my mind in much clearness through abna* 
dant condescension. Before the desire above- 
mentioned came before me> 1 bad been often in- 
wardly engag^ed before the Lord, with strong 
desires that I might both know andTperform His 
will in what concerned me. 

" On returning home from Liverpool to re-open 
the school, I felt «trengthett«d? and 1 believe it 
was about this time that 1 fett a total delivery from 
certain sceptical notions which htid ftoated in my 
mind, notof my own> bat the sentiments of wick- 
ed or misguided authors which I had chanced to 
see. One thin^^ has long stood in my way to a 
nearer union with Friends, and had it not been 
gracioasly removed, might still haV'e served as a 
stumbling block; this is nothing more than the 



WrLLIAM'^HOM^SOlk f25 

urOBS 1 jbnad in tbe use of the autneral appella* 
tions of davs and monthsk t now 8ee> that (o 
tamper ia the performance &f small duties, is a 
verjr dangerous thing. When about (he age of 
fifteen, the beauty and propriety of the scriptMre 
4hou and thee^ were clearly opened to my under^ 
standings, and I was enabled to bear a vonsistent 
testimony to it. With regard to using the hea- 
then names of d{\ys and months^ I also felt a se- 
vret scruple; but not judging this sufficient to 
induce a mode of expression, u'om which I appre- 
hended much ridicule, I gradually eased myself 
of the concern) till I began really to believe it a 
very unimportant matter% I had even collected 
many arguments to prove this, but alas ) what 
are arguments when viewed in the irradiating 
light of God's Holy Spirit; when brought to the 
test of an unerring touch-stone of truth i 

''In the couiise of this spring, some Papers 
were sent to Penketh, being advice from Lanca- 
shire Quarterly Meeting, on days, &c,, and D. 11. 
sent me a^opj^;* and a full conviction appeared 
to mv understanding, that even this was a part of 
that noly testimony which we are trailed to bear; 
and the desire I felt to be foiind faithful in it, 
was accompanied with a thankful contented frame 
of mind% The effect was complete, alt tJoubts 
being removed : and smm as this might appear to 
Bome, I rejoice. in Having been helped one step 
Dearer to a state of stability. About this time 1 
bad some very affecting jecolliections (chiefly iii 
meetings) of thfe Lord's early dealings with me, 
and these seemed, together with present feelings, 

♦See Extracts ftom the Minutes and Advices of the Year* 
iv Meeting, page S3. Reprinted for distribution by Lanca* 
^axnte Quarterly Mating. 
M 



a confSrraitl^ assurance that if ever I intended i6 
take up my Tot with any religious people, this was 
the people. 

♦* W. Tr 

Under the influence of these feelings, he re- 
solved, with the concurrence of those of his friends 
whom he had informed of it, to apply for admis* 
sion as a member of the society : the request was- 
made, but from particular circumstances, was not 
communicated to the monthly meeting until some 
time afterwards ; it was then granted, and }ie has 
alluded to it in some of his subsequent letters*. 

During most of the early part of the year 1^16, 
lie felt considerable bodily weakness ; and in the 
summer, several symptoms appeared which in- 
duced a fear that he would fall a victim to con- 
sumption ; he had a bad CQugh, and a pain in his 
side, with other attendants of that disease. He 
however continued to attend the school, for some 
time under great weakness and difficulty ; but in 
the early part of the 6th month, increasing bodily 
indisposition compelled him to relinquish it. This 
was a severe trial to him, and he did it with 
great reluctance; but he earnestly i^ought for 
rei^ignation, and in many of his letters, written 
about that time, he mentions the circumstance 
with much Christian meekness* 

To J. J. , 

Penketh, 9th mo* l$t, 1816. 

<< How am I lost in a contemplation of what 
the Lord hath done for me^ in awakening me- 
for some time back to a greater concern for His 
truth ! and now that sickness hath come, and my 
prospect of eternity grows nearer, I bless the 
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Lord^ it ako grows brighter. AU my desire is 
after holiness, and a mind formed from the mo- 
del of the blessed Jesus. (Mi! for the meekness, 
tly resignation^ the lore whieh characterized 
his living and dying moments !! But I feel a 
fear, lest in disclosing thu8 much of my mind, I 
may speak improperly,, and exalt the fleshly self- 
ish part« For every spiritual benefit received, 
our language ought to be : ' Not unto us, O Lord, 
but unto tbee^ be the praise!' 

^ Notwithstanding tne desire I have to possess 
Hke most poreeious of all treasures, yet I find 
Baaoy obataeles in the way, arising principally 
from the hardness and insensibility of my own 
hearts I sometimes feel myself a poor creature, 
but at such low. seasons, I hare frequently been 
favoured with a renewed manifestation of love, 
and a comfcMTtable assurance, that the Lord would 
still extend his fatherly care over me. Some, 
little have I known of the purging and fanning 
mentioned by John the Baptist; but much, very' 
much,, remains to be done.. Oh, it is a great thing 
to be made meet for an inheritance with the 
saints iii lij^ht! Great as such a preparation may 
seeiB, I anxiously long it may- be the object of 
my desires, wishes^ and endeavours; so that if 
it should please the Lord to restore me to healthy 
I may have benefited by his chastisement; and 
if not, a blessed eternity opens to my view. 

•* I have tn^ny visiters, kind and obliging to 
th'e utmost; but how few speak to nie in a panr- 
ner that sympathizes with the state of my mind ! 
How few sp^akof my beloved, or seem to have 
their minds resting under the sliadow of his pavi- 
lion! I have been a little grieved at this;, but 
the Lord hath shown me, that He alone is suffici- 
ent, and that I might be led to lean on an arm of 
H 2 
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flesb. Two dear friend&^rom America caRe^'t^ 
see me; they spoke ini much sweetness, and I 
may say, tofd me the siecret of my heart. The 
language of my soul, as 1 now write,, is that of 

S raise. Oh,, that we may both be finally con* 
ucted to that city, whose walls are salvation,, 
and whose gates are praise I 

To. his Sifter Mary Thompsonf 

(Since deceased.) 

« Penketh, 9ih mo. Ist, 1816. 

" Anxiously expecting to hear how thou 
wert, we are much rejoiced to learn that than art 
recovered. God has once more raised thee from 
a bea of sickness : to Him be all the glory, and 
may thy gratitude be ghewn forth by strivinff ta 
live in a nearer conformity to His blessed will. 

" Every bodily affliction is a warning, and we 
niay consider it as a voice speaking from Heaven,, 
though too often forgotten and unheeded when 
jbealtn returns. Do nit let this'bc thy case; but 
begin in good earnest to make thy salvation and 
* election sure. Seek the Lord and he will be- 
' found of thee, and will shed abroad His Fove in 
%\\y heart. But observe,, the Lord will be sought 
•nnto, and that diligently.. He delightcth to 
manifest "himself to the hwivble and* the "contrite, 
to those who maintain a holy fear constantly in 
their minds. But the idle and the c-arelcss who 
do not think his blessed favour worth seeking 
after, shall take their. portion with the hypocrite.. 
Endeavour to be watchful. Sin is not conquered 
without striving with all our might. 

** Every evening devote^ a few minutes to an 
examination of the errors of the past day and ta 
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mtikiirof resolutions of amendment. If thou dost 
so, God will bless tbet and will preserve thee in 
tbe influence of |His dear love, which is more 
precious to me ^than life itself^ and Co which I 
commend thee. 

• To -.! ~ 

"9/Amo. 25/A, 7816. 
•*The sweets of religion are only known to 
those who have been favoured with its enjoy- 
ment. It is beyond the po^er of words: no lan- 
guage, however replete with energy and expres- 
sion, can tell the triumphs of virtue tht'ough the 
Jove of JjBSUS. O ye favoured few, who, toiling 
up the steep ascent that leadeth to celestial re- 
gionsy hold on your course rejoicing! and^whea 
nature is at some seasons ready to faint, when the 
burden seemst too heavy for the heat of the d^y,' 
fix an eye of faith and «prayer on your. Saviour. 
He hath promised to ease the w eary and heavy 
• laden ; and his word is truth. 

*♦ I have beeurauch coyiforfed:^ and supported 
by that love which is strouger than death,. and in 
this 1 feel content to subAiit to the Lord's wiiU 
Oh! there is nothing like a precious sense of the 
love and fear of God dwelling in the mind: to^ 
tbiid I commend thee. Farewell. 

, To. G.C. 

^Penketh, 9th mo. 28, 1816.. 

<♦ I am gratified by enquiries after my bodily 

Kealtfa, but much more so by a feeling attention 

being evinced to the situation and support of my 

Blind! Few, I am afraid, make this tin object it» 

M 3 
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their visits to the sick ; yet I am sensible I need 
Bot really suffer from the lightness or forgetful* 
ness of others, sin<;e my dependance ought to be 
placed higher than on man. Though not always 
watchful after my best interests, yet I have been, 
much favoured with a peaceful, thankful state of 
mind. Nor is the prospect of an awful change to 
immortality gloom^ ; on the contrary, it has been' 
tome a source of consolation, and at times,, of 
rejoicing. Thus far hath the Lord helped me,, 
and marvellous is his name. 

In many of his letters he has alluded to the 
Bible Society in terms of commendation. It was 
natural, that an institution of so benevolent a 
nature^ should receive the decided approbation of 
hjs philanthr^ic mind, and in the next letter he 
has expressed his sentiments on the subject at 
some length. 

To J. K. 
** Pen/mth, 10th mo. 7tk, 1816. 

« . . The Society has been tried as by fire,. 

and has' emerged from the ordeal like pure gold» 
All the arguments that ingenuity could devise^ 
or sophistry recommend, have beei^ employed to 
depreciatethe worth of the institution, but oppos- 
ed by the regis of Christianity, the shafts of envy 
and malevolence have fallen harmless to the 
ground. If persecution is a uniform attendant 
on the professors of religion in its purest form,, 
the friends of the Society may rejoice,. since no 
new thing has befallen them. I'he same weak 
mode of reasoning which would now prevent the 
extension of truthjk was formerly directed, against 
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tire Iioly labours of Christ and his apostles. The 
Master hiinselt* was etHly '.nitrenied^ no wonder 
ihere should still he imuid those who are averse 
to the declaration of his divine will. And here 
it sti'ikes me, that the Bible seems peculiarly 
adapted to tite purpose of unive*/s:d iiistruotioa ; 
DO system of ethics, no syuopsis oi human know- 
ledge, ever contained th<3 same beautiful comb'*- 
uation of sublimity and simplicity. . I-s do^tr'iT 8 
are heav«nly> its precepts pure; and while it 
q^ers consoln.non to the probatiouary sufferer 
here, it reveals ta him a more perfect stale of 
being-, wheie sighing aud sorrow shall c^ase for 
ever. 

"The imagery of the Bible i» strong and nerv- 
ous, and being selected from nature, becomes 
universally ifttelligible, and is,.! imagine, strictly- 
appropriate when transfused into the oriental 
tongues*. These I conceive to be distinguishing* 
excellencieai m a book,, which professes to point 
out to all men the way of salvation. 

**^The fervent friend of the Bible Society, will 
seldom bound his views . or his wishes,, by cold 
cftlcuiation on the success' of the institution ; he 
will reflect with astonishment and delight, how 
much ha» already been done, and relying on a 
continuance of the same heavenly impulse, he 
will anticipate with joy, the increased magnitude 
of ita future operations: the continent of India 
in particular, presents a most interesting scene. 
Many specietis objections have been urged 
against aa attempt to christianize the natives ; 
they will boiJvever, mostly be found to originate 
in ignorance or irreligion. Some allege the 
difficulty of qualifying missionaries witherudi<* 
tioH sufficient to confute the subtleties of the Brah- 
mins.,. In the first place it is certain, that the 
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arcoants of their skill in logic, are much exag^ 
gerated; but were it much greater than it is 
represented to be,^ truth mui^t ever triumph, where 
>roperly clefended against their sophistries, 
^V'ere men of talent as eager to qualify them- 
selves in the oriental languages for this nable 
purpose, as they are seen to pui^ue worldly fame,, 
we might hope for the greatest results. Every 
one is acquainted with the labours of a Zien^gen* 
balgus and a Swartz^ The success ofi their ef- 
forts is a proof how much,, under Providence, aK 
entire devoi^dness ta the cause is able tm ac- 
complish.. • 

** iNothiug could contribute more to the suc- 
cess of the eastern mission^ than a sense of reli- 
gion prevalent amongst the firitish residents in- 
indiar The- company have Ion©* been famous for 
wealth,, power^ and terrestrial acquisitions; it 
is high time they should be emulous for a re- 

f>utation af another kind,, that of assiduously 
abouring for the eternal welfare of their fel-' 
low-cr.eatures.. It is in their power to effect 
with ease, what solitary and uii protected indivi-^ 
^uals might Fabour at for centuries, Mnv the • 
great disposer of hearts incline this opulent body 
of men, to care for the spiritual welfare of those 
whom they govern ; and to take a part in th^ 
great work» so happily begun,, proportionate* 
to their immense wealth and political influence f 

"The purposes of Providence,^ though vast 
beyond human conception, have been mostl]^ ac- 
complished, by npieaus apparently the most in- 
sig^niiicant ; and the displays oi His grace seem* 
analogous to the economy of nd^ture,^ where the 
still, small fountain becomes,, by constant acces* 
sion, a mighty river- I allude in the first instanee 
tQ the planting of Christianity, wbicb must mwi^ 
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be a lasting theme of wonder and admiration«. 
Twelve poor men, of mean origin^ are sent forth 
to overturn the altars of Greece and Rome, (an 
undertaking as vast as it was replete with suc- 
cess),, and to combat the united opposition of the 
whole world: but they warred not with carnal 
lifeapons;. accordingly, we- see superstition, 
idolatry^ and Grecian subtlety, rapidly give way 
before them.. Their doethne» eame home to 
men's bosoms,, and were quickly, adopted by the 
serious, as pointing out a more direct, simple^ 
and luminous path to inmiortality, than had ever 
been- revealed.. 

"^The revival of pure religion at the reforma- 
tion, had an ob&jcure beginning,, and seems at 
first, to have animated only a few individuals* 
The effects produced, se.em unequal to the few 
.instruments employed in the work, and fronx 
this, as well as other important changes which 
have happened in the- Christian world,, is exem* 
piified tne truth,, that *Paul- may plant, and 
Apollos water, but God alone giveth the in- 
, crease.* 

*^They who study human nature with benevo^ 
lent views^ will always dwell with the^ greatest 
delight on those* favoured periods^ wheih society 
has seemed to advance bv rapid strides towards 
religious and intellectual improvement* May I 
not venture to mention the close of the^ighteenth 
century^ and a few of the succeeding years, ai^ a 
time remarkably suspicious to the interests of 
mankind? — ^The abolition of the Slave Trade, the 
establishment of Sunday Schools, thc^ new svs^ 
tern of education,, the existence of numerous be« 
nevolent institutions,, and to crown all,, the forma- 
tion of the British and Foreign Bible Society ?^ 
May we not coacludet that tbeday star i» ariseni» 
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and that the. Lord is preparing the nations of the 
eirth for a great work, even the building up of 
Zion? 

" There is, in the proceedings of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, a wisdom, a vigour, a con- 
centration of talents, energy, and Christian zeal^ 
which bear the evident impress of divine appro- 
bation. 

" With respect to the worthy Secretary wha 
has written its history, there can be but one opi- 
nion ; his zeal is temperate yet firm, his labours 
are indefatigable, and his eloquence serves at 
once as an ornament and a bulwark to the soci- 
ety. In the history of the Society's ortgiTi, he 
has evinced a most laudable impartiality, and 
is at once minute and comprehensive in his de- 
tails. ' 

•* What a concurrence of instruments has (here 
been, eminently qualified and suited for the workf, 
labourers differing in complexion, buta^jeeing* 
in the grand point, an advancement of Uie Re« 
daemer s kingdom, 

*^ 1 see a peculiar propriety in the resorutiob 
adbpted, to cicculate tne Scriptures without note 
or comment, and to this resolution the Society 
has most scrupulously adhered,, in opposition to 
applications which have been prefeiTed,. The mi* 
nute account given of the regular organization of 
the Society by the author of its history, is re* 
plete with interest^ The description of his feel- 
ings on hisattendanee at the first meetings is trnl j 
affecting; it is the picture of an in^genuous mind 
labouring under the effects of prejudice, alter- 
nately ready ta advance or recede from the ques-^ 
tion, till at ^ength, the full force of truth bursts 
upon his astoniisdied view in ail its beauty ,^ Like 
the g^'eat apo^jtle of the Gentiles,, being onc& 
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ir&formecl of tbe LorcTs wHK he loses no time in 
its fulfilment. See him go forth, the temperate, 
yet warm and eloquent advocate of the best of 
causes; his tiif&; laoours, and talents, all dedicated 
at tbe foot of the cross. • I do not speak w ith any 
disparagement of the merits of his worthy col- 
leagues; they have honourably filled up their 
respective departments, and to the MTortny Pre- 
sident in particular, much praise is due for his 
pious vigdance, and unceaising attention to the 
Society's interests* The stimulus is now given 
to thousands ; the goodly fabric begins to display 
the beauty of its towers and the symmetry of 
its proportions; the sound of the everlasting 
gospel IS gone forth to the ends of the earth. 

"-•PT--.I can scarcely conclude this letter, 
without adverting to the awfully distressed state 
of the country, and the increai^ed financial bur- 
dens under which England labours. Much viru- 
lence is displayed by all parties, and sharp in- 
vectives are substituted in the room of calm 
ratiocination* Many of these wrong tempers 
however, are called forth by the exigencies ot the 
times, which are extremely trying to the middle 
and lower classes. Whilst the political horizon 
IS thus oivercast with clouds, dark and lowering, 
how cheering, how animating is the prospect of 
the spread of pure religion, and the consequent 
defeat of bigotry, ignorance, and superstition ! 
The traveller, from viewing the ravages of the 
desert's whirlwind, turns to some verdant spot, 
rendered doubly delightful, from the contrast of 
surrounding desolation : thus the Christian stands 
- unmoved by the shocks of political conflicts ; one 
object is to him paramount to every other, the 
increase of vital godliness ; and provided this 
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goes on, he can make bifnself ea^y ^n aSl it^vxft 
topics, - 

^* With respect to the question ^the i^nperior 
claiuls of a cputemptorary society^ we may bopo^ 
ere tfais, that the controversy is-feiriy laid asleep t 
the objections have been anfeiwred in aii able, 
Iumin'o«s» and perspirooiis manner: but^ in mj 
opinioii, the intention of the Britrsb and Foreign 
Bible Society in distributing the Holy Scriptures, 
Is so piir^, the object so exactly defined^ and the 
act so truly consonant with the doctrine and spi-? 
rit of the early reformers, tliat no sort of apology 
seems requisite, * Cast thy bread upon the wa- 
ters : for thou shalt find it after many days,' is 
one of ^fae injunctions of this blessed book; and 
can i possibly err, if I place a Bible in a family, 
where none existed before ? nay, I believe the 
•seed that is thus sown, will be nourished by the 
dews^f heaven ; the briead cast upon the waters, 
Avill be fotmd eventually to be the bread of eter- 
nal life, and after maqy days, shall light up the 
'way to immortality^ 

ToT.T. 
-"' Penketh, 10th mo. Stb. 1616. 

« Placed as I am, in a situation, in 

^^hich, but for the exercise of Christian benevo- 
tence I must ere this have perished, I find it a 
duty to discard every thing which savours of 
pride, and to receive with thankfulness whatever 
the hand t>f kindness bestows. My situation has 
indeed, at times, appeared trying; yet I have 
been much favoured with support bqth inward 
and outward, and have been enabled to confess 
that it was good for me to be afflicted. 
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^ It is a small matter to possess an bistorical 
knowledge of truth, and to wear the cloak of pro- 
fj^ssion in common with others; but to make a 
solemn dedication of all the mind's powers; to'he 
wholly devoted to the advancement and prpspe- 
rity of truth, requires for its support, a heart fil- 
lea with humility, and the united aid of faith^ 
prayer, and the most dilig^ent watchfulness. A 
few there are who walk thus, having their con- 
versations in heaven, and with these my humble 
desire is to sojourn whilst on earth, in the unity 
of the spirit and the bond of peace. 

To M. G. 

« Penketh, lOth mo. \2ih, 1816. 
** I feel desirous of informing thee that in a 
most trying situation, both inward and outward, 
I have been most mercifully helped — hitherto 
the Lord hath helped us, blessed be His Holy 
name! 

" I have been careless, and I have even doubt- 
ed, but 1 hope unbelief will have no more place 
in my heart, for I feel the fullest evidence of 
the blessed truth of religion : it is no t^ame, no 
sound, no theory of opinions, no new-fangled' 
system adapted to weak minds. But k is what 
no words can describe— a orem of inestimable 
worth, the pearl of great price ; it fonqners the 

Sassiens in nealth, and comforts the soul in af- 
iction ; it enables us to leave the woi4il without 
regret, and-to anticipate with humble confidence 
the joys of futurity ; in short, it is a heaven 
upon earthy and 'the power of God iwito salva- 
tion.' Can I be thankful enough that 1 am 
^enabledto' bear this testimony ? But I feel much 
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bow neoetssary it is to watch, and on this I he* 
lieve our well-being chiefly depends. 

To J. H. W. 

" Minds which have simply one object 

in view, t;i;r. an advancement in knowledge and 
virtue, soon approximate towards each other, 
dnd from the slightest interviews, the most last- 
ing unions have been formed. Something of thin 
I experienced in the profound respect and sin- 
cere afl^ection which thy short stay at Penketh 
inspired. 

^^ But whilst I contemplated those superior ta« 
lents which the gift of Providence, and thy own 
industry have furnished thee with, I felt a tender 
solicitude, that they might be preserved pure and 
untainted, fit for the service of the Great Head 
of the Church. Excuse me for making such 
early mention of my anxiety on this head; it is 
what I often wish for myself and particularly for 
those, who, to the advantages of a good educa- 
tion, add fhe possession of superior natural en- 
dowments. 

^3fy health has suffered much. since I saw 
thee:; I have been confined from school more 
than ten weeks, and I fear there is as yet very 
little pronpect of a speedy amendment. Though 
it has been a deep trial, yet I think it has afford- 
ed me improvement in the best of things. I have 
been induced to greater watchfulness^ and to a 
more diligent examination of my own heart; and 
though a peaceful confidence has been often, 
through mercy, granted me, vet I have daily to 
mourn over my slowness, coldness, and negli- 
gence. 
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To T. T^ 

'^ Penketh,. lOth mo. 29/A„181G. 

** 1 have been reading Wm. Edinundsoii's 
Journal and have found it sufficiently in teresting^. 
He was a Friend of the^ ri-oi-ht ancient sorf, to 
whom dungeons, stocks, and corporeal punish- 
ment were quite famitiar. He underwent many 
bodily sufferings and dangers for truth's sake, 
and appears to have possessed uncommon bold- 
ness in whatever cause he thought to be right. 

" The hardships which so many thou- 
sands of our countrymen are at this time suffer- 
fering is a matter ot serious consideration ; if no 
effectual remedy is found during the following 
winter, I am afraid it will be a time of great 
trial and distress. With these prospects before 
me, my- mind is much impressed witn the neces- 
sity there is for people rather to confide in an 
ever watchful Providence, than to look so mucli 
outwardly for deliverance. Many abuses in 
government certainly want a reform,, nor is the 
representation of the nation ia parliament at all 
equal. But can we attribute our present situa- 
tion to either of these defects,, or to the sinecures 
about which so much has been said ? It is to me 
more plainly owing te the deplorable war just 
concluded ; a war in which a great part of the 
nation has 'eagerly joined, and can it be wondered 
if they should reap the fruit of their own doings f 
A spirit of peace and christian love prevailing in 
the nearts of mankind,, would strike at the root 
of the matter and effectually restore public bar* 
mony. Without this blessed reo-ulating princi- 
ple^ there nia^ be meetings, and speeches, and 
pamphlets written iimiimerable, wnilst there ip 

n2 
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not oDe jot of advance made towards public re- 
formation. The same Divine Spirit that operates 
on the minds of individuals must also reform 
nations : there is no other way for a guilty pol- 
luted nation like this to return^ but by the way 
of repentance and humiliation. Whatever may 
be the result of the present disturbed state of 
thing^^ it will be best, I believe, for all Friends 
to keep themselves clear from that spirit which 
leads to wranglings and contentions; that so, in 
the day of trouble, their hands may be clean, and 
they may look with confidence to an Almighty 
protector. 

** 1 feel much interested for the success of tho 
Society newly formed *for the promotion of per- 
manent and universal peace/ There are divers . 
opinions resnecting it, but I cannot help feeUng' 
sanguine; it rightty condilcted^ under the bl€S9^ 
Hig of Providence, it can hardly fail of inculcat- 
ing purer sentiments on many minds. 

**Ihave no doubl but- thou woaldst feel grati- 
fied that my request was so kindly granted by . 
the monthly meeting ; I had reason to feel truly 
thankful, not that 1 am sensible of any thing of 
iny own, worth bringing to the Society, but for 
the benefits which I hope to derive from so 
excellent a discipline, and for a prospect of a 
nearer and dearer communion with faithful and 
txercised friends. 

" W. T.** 

To G.C. 

« Penkeih, llth mo 1st, 1816. 

' <* I believe that the diversity of gifts, men- 
tioned in 1st Corinthians, would be more fully 
. displayed in many individuab| were they to eii-i 
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deayour after that preparation of heart which the 
Lord requires. 

^ I have no doubt but the cordial reception 
which the monthly meeting was pleased to give 
to my request^ would ati'ord thee satisfaction. 
J. B. and W. F. had a solid opportunity at my 
house the day but one before the meeting; 
and two days after it, I. and S. H. called to in« 
form me of the result. This was by no means 
the least interesting part of the concern; our 
minds, I believe, were drawn together in great 
love$ and much good advice and many sound 
cautions, were imparted. My anxiety now ought 
to be, that I may walk worthy of my high call- 
ing, and by a life of purity and love,, bring no^ 
stain on truth and its professors. May I be en- 
abled to follow Christ in the way of regeneration^ 
and to take up ray cross in- good earnest, forget- 
ting the things that are behind, and pressing 
forward to the mark of the prize of our h*ga. 
calling, in Christ J^sus !' 

**W. T." 

To M. Gk 

^PenkeiK. 

'^r do feel thankful that the Lord, has ena^' 
bled me to view my indisposition in thejiame* 
light M'hich thou hast seen it,, as intended for mys 
good ; if it does not make for my temporal, I 
Humbly trust it will for my eternal interests. 

^'Happiness and misery, as regards circnm-* 
stances m life, are little more than empty andi 
unmeaning words ; that situation is replete witb< 
the most happiness, in which we serve God with' 
tiie greatest assiduity : while, on the contmr.]^. 
if we neglect to make Him the supreme object of 
N 3 
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our atfectioiis, however fortune may smile upon 
usy there cau be no solid comfort enjoyed. It is 
true the trials- of life are various, and differ great- 
ly in their weight and extent ; some have to wade 
in far deeper water than others, but I believe that 
to all such there is a proportionate degree of 
strength dispensed b v the Giver pf all grace. If 
the cup is bitter, it shall be sweetened with the 
balm of consolation. May I be enabled to exeni* 
plify the truth of these positions, by an entire 
acquiescence in whatever subsequent afflictions I 
may be visited with. 

'< I have experienced the advantages that re* 
suit from laying the burden on the mighty, hot 
to do so requires the mind to be deeply and truly 
Jbumbled with a sense of its own imperfections, 
and at -the same time fully impressed with the 
might of its Deliverer. Our spiritual enemies are 
so active and numerous, as often to prevent us 
from enjoying these desirable feelings. For my 
own parti find that the. deviations to evil are ex- 
ceedingly natural and easy. When we go on 
thinking ourselves safe, we imperceptibly glide 
into the mazes of ferror and all the horror of 
^ilt. The solicitations to evil are many; they 
assail us on every side, in the closet as well as in 
the market; nay, when we would approach the 
throne of grace, our ^offering is too often poU 
luted— with the fervour of devotion there is in- 
fused a tincture of pride. 

'^Let us then, my dear friend, call in the aid 
of that Power, which can alone enable us to con- 
quer so many formidable enemies. It was once 
a cloud by day, and a pillar of fire by night, to. 
the children of Israel ; and shall thespiritual, Is- 
rael be less favoured ? Oh^ that we coiud believe » 
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without ever donbting'9 that all things shall work 
together fur good to them that love God ! 

To R. O. 

llth mo. 12/ A, 1816. 

** I often feel comforted that I have at length 
become united, (I trust both in name and spirit^ 
to that people, who practise the doctrine of the 
fn*os8 : yet I am sensible that there are defections^ 
existing; and for the few individuaisr of — — 
meeting, I have been under some exercise of 
late ; but I am also favoured with a right view of 
whence our strength comefh, and that though 
all men should forsake the Lord, yet His truths 
amd the excellency of it, would remain the 
same^ 

To G. a 

''Penketh, llth mo.23d^ 1816. 

<<I have much time for serious reflection,, 
and hope 1 may improve so valuable an oppor- 
tunity of increasing in heavenly wisdom, i. 
have bad clearer views of late of the causes of 
deviation and slackness fh some,, so much so,, 
that I have detected a spirit of censoriousness at 
work in my mind, which, if hearkened to, would 
lead from love and true charity^ Humilitv be- 
gins with correcting errors at home^ and exhibiter 
as much teniderness towards offenders as is con- 
sistent with truth. Notwithstanding, there is a 
state of irreligion prevalent with some miuds^ 
which cannot but excite sorrow at times, i» the 
liearts of those who have t^ikeu up their cross^ 
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and are following their Diviue Master in thepatlr 
of regeneration. 

To R. O. 

^'Penketh, 12th mo. 13th, 1816. 

** It is an excellent precept, though some- 
times difficult to practise, *not to caie for the 
morrow;' and it is observable,' that there is no 
distinction made /in the command : the poor, as 
well as the affluent, the afflicted in body or mjnd^ 
all are equally charged, * not to care for the mor* 
row.' Though this injunction of our Saviour 
may apply to ourselves, yet it occurs to me, that 
such a state of resignation would much alleviate- 
the despair and anxiety .of the millions of our 
feilow-cTeatures, who aire bowed under the vo^e. 
of poverty; My heart is often affected with a 
sense of the extent of misery really existing. 

^^1 have received a few pamphlets on the sub- 
ject of war; I feel more than ever convinced of 
the unlawfulness of this Jleay du genre humain. 
It is dressed up in dazzling colours, sanctioned by 
the imposing words. Honour, Glory, Valour, and 
Patriotism ; but strip it of this glare and exa- 
mine it by the pure principles of Christianity t- it 
will then appear to b^ a hideous monster, a dis- 
grace to human nature, and the source of uicaU 
culable miserv. 

** I still find it best, dear friend, to keep from 
reading strange books, as my mind is thereby 
at leisure to feel after that pure love which is 
sweeter than expression can tell. My mind i» 
often affected with a desire that Friends of this 
meeting might become more spirituaHy*minded. 
How much do. we lose, if w« refuse to livoup t^. 
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the privileg'es of our great and hiffh calling ! Oar 
own loss is very great; but shall we not also be 
answerable for the*poor, lean example which we 
hold forth to others i « My son give me thy heart/ 
saith the Lord, and I believe this means a gift of 
the whole heart, without the most secret reserva- 
tion* This appears difficult to such as have ac« 
quired vicious habits, or to those whose good 
seed is choked by the riches of this world, and 
the cares thereof. 

«« Farewell, dear friend, I hope we shall escape 
many pollutions, and at last be found blamelesi^, 
through the mercy of our common Saviour* 

"W. T." 

This letter was nearly, if not quite, the last 
that he addressed to any of his correspondeBts ; 
his weakness was so much increased, 4hat in (biis^ 
«nd several which precede it, he was oblig^ to 
have the help of anothisr person, -to wrke what he 
dictated. 

The symptoms of consumption already meii- 
.tioned, cQntmiied tQ increase, and at thei^pprQaeli 
of winter became still more distressing, sq as ta 
leave the termination scarcely ahy longer doubt-^ 
ful. 

He had thrc^qghout the .benefit of the profes*. 
^ional advice of the medical friend who has been 
mentioned before ; ^nd though the progress of 
the disease could not be arrested, yet every 
measure was adopted that might tend to its miti« 
Ration. 
' The writer of this sketch saw hhn, for the lasf^ 
time, a few weeks after he had given up thc^ 
school : he was then much enfeebled in oody, 
but in an excellent frame of mind, manifesting 
g'reat patience and resig^nation^ He expresii^^ 
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his gratitude to the Almighty for His past few 
vours, and said: * I do not feel anxious about, 
outward support, seeing that I am inwardly s(y. 
helped and strengthened.* 

He was preserved in this resigned and serene 
state of mind through the whole of the deep trial, 
and submitted without repining, to every thing 
allotted him to bear. Tnis disposition is thuB 
described by one who attended upon him in his 
illness with affectionate care: "Never shall I 
forget t/iC inexpressible sweetness of his mind,, 
when in the deepest affliction; there was such a 
resignedness ana peace about him,, it-was^a cour-- 
fortto be near him ; always satisfied, never mur--- 
muring: it was apeace which was to be/elt— •tho- 

Seace of God,/ He wa»' a pattern of^patienc^,. 
br more than a> year before he died, t bad no- 
ticed a particular solemnity, and humility of 
mind about him^. Many times, when got down 
stairs with much difficulty,. he would burst into, 
tears^.apdsay t. *- It ]» worth suffering anything 
to enjoy the peace of mind which! feel !* " 

Dunng the early part of his confinement, he- 
conversed much with those who called to see 
him, and continued to read* a gooc^ deal: but 
subsequently,, he endeavoured after stillness, 
and inward retirement,., in which he found an 
increase of spiritual strength; and desisted froiii 
reading nearly all books bift the Holy Scriptures, 
regarding most others as 'strange things;' his 
communications, too, became less frequent, often 
consisting^ of short texts of Scripture indict 
tive of great thankftiltvess and' peace. To a 
friend who visited him, he spoke of the great 
Ipre manifested by the Redieemer to the poor 
of this world, and said : ^ I have been lost in 
love and woudeTi as 1 have, been con^dering 
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this morning, that such great and high reward 
is reserved for them, to sit down with Abra« 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of 
Heaven/ 

Frequently when his pain remitted a little, 

he seemed to be absorbed in divine contempla^ 

tion, and waiting upon God. These seasons 

were many times attended with tears: upon his 

JMster's observing that he fretted himself, he 

ans^wered: ' Oh no! it is to me unspeakable joy*' 

As his malady increased, and his body became 

more enfeebled, the powers of his mind seemed 

to acquire strength, and to shine brighter and 

brighter as he approached the termination of 

life. A few days before his death, he calmly 

looked up to a friend who was with him, and 

said:^I have had three such days! Oh, such 

days of unutterable blessedness, as 1 have 

never before conceived possible in this stare 

of existence !' Thus was he like one who has 

his lamp burning, waiting for the coming of the 

liridegroom. 

Towards the end of the first month 1817, he 
was confined to his bed, and his breathing be- 
came increasingly difficult. His faculties, how- 
ever, remained unimpaired, and he frequently 
spoke of the comfortable state of mina with 
which he had been blessed during this long and 
afflicting trial, and of the great thankfulness 
which he felt, that best help had been afforded 
throughout. On the morning of the 9th of the 
2nd month, he seemed to have a presentiment 
that' his dissolution was v^ry near, and said to 
his sister: ' A trying time is coming : pray for 
me: thou must endeavour to pray for me/ 
About an hour after this, he peacemlly departed ; 
being a few days more than twenty-three years 
of age. 
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It is presumed that the chsH*acter aiid senti- 
ments of this extraordinary young- man, have 
already bee» pretty fully developed : yet it may 
not be improper to conclude this account of him 
by a few further remarks. 

He was of a truly innocent and amiable dispo- 
sition, mild and gentle in his manners, and ever 
una.ssuniing. He always evinced a propriety of 
behaviour, which had for its basis, the real- 
source of all true politeness, aWhstant endeav- 
our to do unto others, as he Tiwuld that others 
should do unto him. 

He was frank and candid in his speech ; his 
conversational powers were very great; and he 
expressed his sentiments with much fluency^ 
generally having some pertinent remark to offer 
on most topics of discourse; this be did with 
great sweetness of manner, and always showed 
much deference to the opinions of tnose with 
whom he conversed* In select society where be 
felt greater freedom, his conversation assumed a 
more serious cast^ and sometimes turned upon- 
the state of his own religious feelino's; then, 
like a scribe well instructed in the affairs of the 
kingdom, he brought forth from his treasury,' 
things new and old. 

He possessed a retentive memory: his mind 
was ot that vigorous cast, which generally ac- 
complishes whatever it undertakes; and he seetii-r 
ed almost intuitively to arrive at conclusions, 
which in most men, would have required consi- 
derable reflection. This enabled nim to fonn- 
just opi»ions on many subjects^ and in degree 
compensated for bis want of experience, giving^ 
him something of the wisdom of age, whilst pos- 
fiae»ik)g the energy of youth. 

His 4ittainments in- various branches of know- 
ledge, and his great love of reading have beeti 
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ijreadj noticed; but^ whilst be held in high 
. estimation the pleasure arising from literary pur« 
ftults^ and partook largely of that pleasure^ it 
was still his constant care to keep that enjoy*- 
meuty and those pursuits in their proper placeH, 
ever making them subservient to toe nigher and 
more important claims of religion ; thus afford-* 
jng a proof that a well-regulated literaiy taste is 
not incompatible with the profession and practice 
of true Christianity* 

It is a conspicuous feature in his character^y 
thaty although exposed for a considerable time 
in the frail and impetuous season of youth, to 
the almost constant influence of vice— of moral 
turpitude-— of low and impuve conversation— yet 
he appears to have contracted no taint— -to 
liave escaped unhurt-^to have passed through 
the trial uncontamihated. . Christian patience, 
humility, and faith, he always possessed ; and 
these virtues were particularly exemplified on 
two occasions : once, when although obliged to 
relinquish his school, his only means of subsis4^ 
ence, he was able to say that he felt no anxiety res- 
pecting outward support; his trust was in Him 
who has promised never to leave nor foi^ake His 
humble dependent children. The fulfilment of 
this he was favoured to witness, even in the 
outward sense, by having his every want sup- 
plied. In early life also, when he endured with 
meekness and humble fortitude, the scoffs and 
scorn of those into whose company he was 
brought by his employment. 

I^hould these passes fall into the hands of any 
who were fellow-labourers with him at that time, 
let them view his walk through life; let them 
insider his piety and virtue ; and they will be 
constrained to acknowledge that his was the true 
o 
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wiadom; that be preferr^, and; MWght, and 
found, that kDovrlrage which mateth wise unto 
salvatioii. And abov^ all) let ihaQOL conteropl^e 
and derive instnietion from his peacefal cl<^e $ 
when, aa he approached die confines of that 
<eily which bam foundations,' his heart was 
filled with hope, and his tong^ empWed iia 
praise $ even tne beginning of a son^, of whi<^ 
the melody is unlimited and the duration eternal s 
<The Lord is m]r strength and song, and is 
become my salvation/ 



THE END. 
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